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Foreword

On February 24th, 2022, the world woke up to a new reality: Russia initiated a large-scale
military aggression against neighboring Ukraine.

While the war is happening on the European continent, considering it a purely European
affair is flawed, since the conflict has global ramifications. The very fact that a permanent
member of the UN Security Council, which is also a nuclear power, initiated a war of
aggression ranks at the top of the list of events with an eroding effect on the rule-based
world order and international law. Consequent disruption of food supply chains and the
rising inflation threatens further destabilization, disproportionately affecting the countries
of the Global South.

Hence, to fully understand the war’s impacts and how it is perceived, we must turn our
attention beyond the physical borders of Europe. The Indo-Pacific region presents a
particularly interesting puzzle. The views and reactions of the Indo-Pacific governments -
ranging from democratic to semi-democratic to authoritarian regimes - vary significantly.
The region encompasses countries that are largely supportive of Ukraine, those that
provide Russia with diplomatic or other means to fight the war, and many others which fall
somewhere in between on this spectrum.

This paper provides a close look at how Russia’s aggression was reflected in the
statements, policies, and actions of ten countries of the Indo-Pacific, namely China, India,
Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, North Korea, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, and Vietnam.
Special attention is also given to how the war was seen by the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN). Moreover, the reactions of the civil society, academia, and media
in the studies countries are also addressed. Last but not least, observations are offered on
how the war has affected the strategic landscape and security situation in the Indo-Pacific
region, and how the European Union, as well as individual member states, should respond
to that.

Bratislava, March 2023 Matej Simal&ik & Alfred Gerstl
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Executive summary

Responses of Indo-Pacific governments to Russia’s unjustified,

1 unprovoked, and unlawful invasion of Ukraine on February 24th, 2022,
range from unequivocal condemnation and the imposition of sanctions
against Russia (Japan, Singapore, Taiwan) to a cautious middle position
of countries leaning either towards Russia or Ukraine (ASEAN, China,
India, Indonesia, Malaysia, South Korea, Vietham) and diplomatic support
for Moscow (Myanmar, North Korea).

The Chinese government is performing a perilous balancing act. While the

2 principle of national sovereignty is of utmost importance for Beijing, China
has regularly emphasized Moscow’s “legitimate security concerns” and
called the US the “culprit of current tensions”. While the Chinese public
views Russian President Vladimir Putin somewhat favorably and leans
slightly towards Russia overall, the majority of people take a neutral
stance on the matter.

Since the launch of Russia’s war, Japan has had a clear and consistent

3 position, strongly criticizing Russia, upholding sanctions against Moscow,
and supporting Ukraine. The fragility of the international order makes
Japanese politicians reconsider the necessity to strengthen national
defense efforts.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has shone a spotlight on Taiwan’s precarious

4 status-quo vis-a-vis an increasingly assertive China. The Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) government emphasizes Ukraine as “a fellow
country ‘'on the front lines in guarding against authoritarian
expansionism™ and uses international attention to advance Taiwan’s
difficult international relations.

India maintains its proactive neutrality: not condemning Russia but calling

5 for an end of the hostilities and a return to diplomacy and dialogue. India
criticizes Europe’s Eurocentrism and the West for turning a blind eye on
many problems in (not only) Asia.

South Korea's initial reaction to Russia's invasion of Ukraine was

6 lukewarm, similar to Seoul's reaction to the annexation of Crimea in 2014.
South Koreans, however, feel solidarity with Ukrainians and would support
additional sanctions. The government's approach changed only after the
US applied economic pressure on Korean exports.
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North Korea continues with its pragmatic foreign policy known since the

7 times of the Cold War to receive certain benefits and advantages. North
Korean media repeat the official Russian position often adding quotes
from Western conspiracy media and websites.

Even though respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity are key

8 principles of ASEAN, the Southeast Asia organization refuses to criticize
Russia for severely violating these principles. This response, though, is
consistent with ASEAN’s diplomacy.

Singapore is the only Southeast Asian nation that unequivocally

9 condemns Putin’s war and imposed sanctions on Russia. Singapore’s hard
stance reflects the importance of international law and a rules-based
order for the vulnerable city-state.

Cambodia and the Philippines criticized Moscow. Myanmar’'s United
1 0 Nations’ representative voted in favor of the Russia-critical UN
resolutions. The ruling junta, though, supports Russia diplomatically.

Historically close Russia-Vietnam relations, notably in defense matters,

1 1 make it difficult for Hanoi to criticize Moscow. In line with its hedging
strategy, it is aware that it needs Western support, too, which provides a
counterweight for becoming too close to Russia.

The Indonesian government still maintains its longstanding Bebas-Aktif
1 2 foreign policy doctrine. Russia still enjoyed a strong support from the

Indonesian public even months after the war started, something Russia

publicly lauded not long before the G20 summit in November 2022.

The Malaysian government opted to exercise its longstanding neutral and

1 3 non-aligned foreign policy in the ongoing Russian war in Ukraine, which
will see little to no change under Malaysia's new Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim. Although President Putin is still mostly viewed positively by the
Malaysian public, it is largely apathetic toward the developments of
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
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The stability of the multilateral security and economic order in the Indo-

1 4 Pacific is at risk. It is undermined by the Sino-US rivalry but also by
bilateral and minilateral security initiatives and competing regional trade
agreements.

While the strategic competition between China and the US in the Indo-

1 5 Pacific region reduces the strategic leeway of other players, the hedging
strategies of many Indo-Pacific countries offer the EU and other regional
and non-regional actors structural incentives to play a stronger role in the
region.

The EU faces the dilemma that its values-based foreign policy, aiming to

1 6 promote democracy and human rights, can reduce Brussel's realpolitik
influence in East Asia and the Indo-Pacific where most of the regimes are
semi-democratic or authoritarian.

Despite its considerable economic power, the influence of the EU on the

1 7 strategic and security landscape in the Indo-Pacific will remain severely
limited. Unless the EU will be able to project more hard power, it will
remain a niche player in the region.
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Ukraine versus Russia ‘

Positions of East Asian states on Russian aggression against Ukraine

. Diplomatic & material support of Ukraine . Diplomatic support of Russia
. Diplomatic support of Ukraine . Diplomatic & material support of Russia

Neutral stance

Note: In case of Myanmar,
the rulling military junta is supportive
of Russia. However, various exile
representatives, including the permanent
representative to the UN, are consistently
providing support to Ukraine.

Data: CEIAS © CEIAS
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China: Balancing conflicting interests in the
Russian war against Ukraine

Nick Nieschalke & Valentin Hoffmann

The Chinese government is performing a perilous balancing act: While the

1 principle of national sovereignty is of utmost importance for Beijing, China
has regularly emphasized Moscow’s “legitimate security concerns” and
called the US the “culprit of current tensions”.

While the Chinese public views President Vladimir Putin somewhat
2 favorably and leans slightly towards Russia overall, the majority of people
take a neutral stance on the matter.

The European Union should continue to uphold its commitment to its
3 partners, as well as the liberal international order, whilst seeking to
preserve its engagement with China.

The government’s response to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine

The Chinese government is performing a perilous balancing act. The principle of national
sovereignty is of utmost importance for Beijing, which does not wish to see its claims on
Taiwan or Xinjiang rebutted. On the other hand, China has regularly emphasized Moscow’s
“legitimate security concerns” and called the US the “culprit of current tensions”, accusing
it of “pouring oil on the flame.”

A lot of questions have been raised on China’s potential prior knowledge of Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine. According to the New York Times, citing Western intelligence reports,
Chinese officials had asked President Vladimir Putin to hold off his plans up until the end
of the Beijing Winter Olympics, something vigorously denied by China. “Had China known
about the imminent crisis”, said the Chinese ambassador to the US, Qin Gang, on March
15th, 2022, “we would have tried our best to prevent it"." While the question remains
unresolved, on February 4th, 2022, exactly 20 days before Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
both countries released a joint declaration qualifying “the friendship between the two
States” as having “no limits”, the timing of which certainly raises questions.? Notably, it is
highly likely that members of the Politburo, as well as other high ranking government
officials, were divided on President Xi Jinping's support for Putin. Indeed, Chinese
leadership disappeared from the public eye for a week preceding Russia’s invasion in
February 2022, hinting at prolonged internal debates.?
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The first official Chinese response to the war in Ukraine was published on February 26th,
2022, by State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi.* It consists of five points, and can
be summed up as follows:

= “the sovereignty and territorial integrity of all countries should be respected and
protected”, with the “purposes and principles of the UN Charter abided by”;

= ‘“legitimate security concerns of all countries should be respected”;

n o«

= the current situation “is not what [China] wants to see”, “restraint” is “the top priority”
and “the life and property safety of civilians should be effectively guaranteed”;

= China “supports and encourages all diplomatic efforts conducive to a peaceful
settlement of the Ukraine crisis” (note the use of the word ‘crisis’) as well as “direct
dialogue between Russia and Ukraine”. The Ukraine “issue” (again, no mention of a
war here) has developed in what is dubbed “a complex historical context”;

= China “believes that the UN Security Council should play a constructive role” in
mediating the war, but “disapprovels] of [the invocation of] UN Charter Chapter VII
that authorizes the use of force and sanctions in UNSC resolutions.”

China is walking a fine line here. As Nouwens puts it, Beijing “is finding it difficult to adhere
to one policy line that bridges its long-held principles of non-interference and territorial
integrity and also shows support for Russia.”®

Chinese support is reflected in official statements in two ways. First, through direct
endorsement of their bilateral relations: on March 7, 2022, Foreign Minister Yi qualified the
friendship between both countries as “rock solid”.® On June 15th, 2022, Xi emphasized the
willingness of China “to work with Russia to continue supporting each other on their
respective core interests [...] as well as on their major concerns.”” And on September 9th,
2022, the Russian transcript of the meeting in Moscow between the chairman of the
Standing Committee of the National People's Congress, Li Zhanshu, and members of the
Duma reads “China understands and supports Russia on issues that represent its vital
interests, in particular on the situation in Ukraine.”®

Second, through characterizing both NATO and the US as instigators of the war: at the
beginning of April 2022, unnamed Chinese officials labeled the US “the initiator of the crisis
and contracting party.”® On May 6th, 2022, Le Yucheng assessed that the US “want[s] to
profit from the war, and control Europe” and that NATO’s “continued eastward expansion
has upset security in Europe and created a big mess.”'® Karaskova et al. also noted that in
certain Central European countries (Czechia, Poland, and Hungary), the “Chinese
messaging” portrays NATO as ‘Voldemort', the Harry Potter villain, drawing a parallel
between its activities and making both an “entity disrupting international relations.”"

Contradictions in Russian and Chinese transcripts and speeches lead Tiezzi to believe that
Beijing’s position has “subtly shifted”'? between June and September. Russia’s impasse in
Ukraine is becoming a burden which China seeks to protect itself from. To do so, Beijing
attempts “to erect a firewall between its relationship with Russia and Putin's war in
Ukraine”, doing so with “very limited success”, adds Tiezzi. Chestnut Greitens, on the other
hand, believes that China “appears to think that it has found a sustainable pathway.”™
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Besides, China’s actions do not always match its words. In what Chestnut Greitens calls
“higher-profile fora”, as well as “multilateral settings and institutions,” Beijing remains
careful. An example of which would be China’s abstention, rather than veto, on the UNSC
draft resolution that asked for Russia to withdraw its troops on February 26th, 2022."
Similarly, on September 30th, 2022, China abstained from voting on a UNSC draft resolution
condemning the Russian annexation of Ukrainian lands.™ On March 24th, 2022 however,
China backed a Moscow-led resolution generally calling for attention on the humanitarian
situation in Ukraine. Making no mention of Russia’s responsibility in the situation, it was
subsequently rejected by the UNSC."®

On February 24th, 2023, China published a statement (China’s Position on the Political
Settlement of the Ukraine Crisis) listing the conditions and principles Beijing considers as
prerequisites for a long-lasting peace in Ukraine. It is noteworthy that China continues to
refer to the situation as a “crisis” rather than a war.

Structured in 12 points, this proposal takes up ideas previously expressed, such as a
ceasefire, the importance of humanitarian safety, and the necessity of peace talks. China
openly rejects the unilateral sanctions regime and calls for an end to “Cold War mentality,”
in line with its contestation of the US-led order and its vision of a shift towards a multilateral
one. Special attention is furthermore brought upon nuclear safety, grain exports and the
stability of “industrial and supply chains,” highlighting China’s strategic and economic
considerations, which will be further investigated in the next chapter. It shall be noted
however that Beijing refrained from explicitly calling for the withdrawal of Russian troops
from Ukrainian territory.

The proposal was positively perceived by Moscow - “We share Beijing's views”, said the
Russian Foreign Ministry - and is carefully considered by Zelensky, who seeks a meeting
with Xi Jinping. However, it is being outright rejected by the US administration, with Joe
Biden condemning the proposal stating that it would not be “beneficial to anyone other
than Russia.”'®

Political and economic determinants of the governmental view

Based on its response, China's main motivation in its position on the war in Ukraine appears
to be clear. Beijing contests the US-led, rules-based liberal international order, which it
seeks to replace by a “politically multipolar, functionally multilateral and ideologically
pluralistic” system, with China at its core and where the principles of “indivisible security”,
sovereignty and territorial integrity are integrally respected. Russia, being the other main
revisionist power, as well as a nuclear one and a permanent member of the UNSC, is an ally
of choice for Beijing. This is the core and backbone of China’s strategy, which builds the
principal foundation for its response. This position has remained consistent since Russia’s
annexation of Crimea in 2014: Beijing again did not approve of it at the time, but never
openly criticized Moscow.

The second determinant at play here is Taiwan. The one-China principle postulates Taiwan
as an internal affair, hence Beijing’s emphasis on sovereignty and territorial integrity. It is
designed to fend off any criticism and repel any action that could be undertaken in support
of Taiwan’'s independence. The Taiwan determinant explains why China has only been
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moderate in its support to Russia as the invasion goes, in fact, against a core Chinese
principle in international relations.

However, while many comparisons between Ukraine and Taiwan have been drawn, China
has been insistent on pointing out the differences. For example, Chinese ambassador to
the US Qin Gang stated that comparing the situations in Ukraine and Taiwan was “a
mistake”, as they were indeed “totally different things.”?° He continued by asserting that
“Ukraine is a sovereign state, while Taiwan is an inseparable part of China’s territory” and
pointed out that “It does not make sense for people to emphasize the principle of
sovereignty on Ukraine while hurting China’s sovereignty and territorial integrity on
Taiwan.” Any variation in that response could justify and open the door for separatism in
Taiwan, or even in the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region.

Political and economic Relations between China and Russia

China and Russia clearly have geopolitical divergences. The best example of that is the
struggle for influence in Central Asia, where multiple Chinese (Shanghai Cooperation
Organization, Global Security Initiative, the Belt and Road Initiative [BRI]) and Russian-led
(Commonwealth of Independent States, Collective Security Treaty Organization [CSTO],
Eurasian Economic Union) multilateral organizations and initiatives find themselves at odd
sometimes. In this regard, the case of the Shanghai Cooperation will be particularly
interesting to look at. Co-founded and co-led by both China and Russia, its purpose is being
debated. Moscow would like to see it being attached to the CSTO in order to form a regional
security organization that would counterbalance NATO, something opposed by Central
Asian states, which seek ties with the West and do not wish to remain entrapped in the
Russia sphere of influence. Beijing, on the other hand, wants it to serve the economic
interests laid out by the BRI, while assuming greater influence in security matters and
keeping Russia out of the domestic affairs of Central Asian states. The compromise
reached so far was based on China’s concept of the Central Asian division of labor, with
Beijing responsible for bolstering economic relations while Moscow was entrusted with
security matters.?' Considering Russia’s military setbacks during the invasion of Ukraine, it
remains to be seen whether this accord holds.

On a global stage, however, both countries remain tied by the strategic objective described
earlier: a common front against the US-led liberal order. On top of that, Russia has some
leverage. Kuo notably mentions energy security (arguably the most important point),
military and nuclear technology expertise, and its veto at the UNSC.?2 However, while China
was Russia’s biggest trading partner in 2021, Russia only accounted for 2% of Chinese
trade that year. In contrast, the US and EU accounted for 26%, making the sustainability of
these commercial relations much more important for China.?® As such, Russia has become
the junior partner in its relationship with China; it needs China more than China needs it.

As for Ukraine, China’s investments in the country have grown steadily over the years, but
remain limited. In 2020, Ukraine exported goods worth about $7.25 billion to China. While
that remains modest, Ciurtin notes that Kyiv holds a central place in supply chains in
“fundamental sectors”, such as agricultural products, iron ores and military equipment.?
Additionally, 70% of China’s corn and 60% of its sunflower oil comes from Ukraine, and
Chinese companies own strategic infrastructures in the country. Abandoning Ukraine
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might prove complicated and costlier for China, which partly explains its desire to see an
end to hostilities as soon as possible.

Impacts of the war on China

China does not feel the impact of the war as strongly as Western European countries, which
relied on Russia for energy, or countries such as Egypt, the D.R. Congo, Sudan, and Yemen,
that imported more than 50% of their wheat — constituting the basis of food supply there
- from Ukraine and Russia.?®

Following the February 4th, 2022 “no limits” communique, Beijing effectively benefited
from an increase in trade with Moscow, receiving cheap carbohydrates and boosting wheat
imports.?6 China remains careful, however, not too become hyper-dependent on Russia,
according to Huang and Lardy.?

Inflation too remains limited; in July 2022, the annual consumer price increase only went
up by 2.7%, as opposed to 8.3% in the US in August 2022. More than the war in Ukraine, the
pressing issue in China remains to be the consequences of the only-recently lifted zero-
Covid policy; and rather than inflation, deflation might be the more tangible issue.?®

Diplomatic pressure on China

China is under great pressure from both the US and the EU, which have made it clear that
any military support or circumvention of sanctions would have consequences. This has
been reflected in official speeches. On April 1st, 2022, Vice-President of the European
Commission Josep Borrell stated that “In practice, Beijing's attitude has been one of pro-
Russian neutrality.” While he acknowledged that “China does not condone Russia’s
behavior”, he assessed that Beijing “does support Russia’s justifications of the war”.2° On
April 5th, 2022, NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg commented that “China has been
unwilling to condemn Russia’s aggression”, adding that it has “joined Moscow in
questioning the right of nations to choose their own path”.2® Furthermore, on September
19th, 2022, US President Joe Biden warned Beijing of the “huge mistake” it would commit
by abetting Moscow.®’

On top of that, both the US and the EU are significantly more important and strategically
valuable to Beijing in terms of commercial relations than Russia is, which partly explains
the caution in China’s response to the war; the country is simply too intertwined in the
global economy to risk sanctions.3?

And indeed, most Chinese companies have so far complied with the sanctions. When VISA
and MasterCard pulled out of Russia, UnionPay did not step in. At least two state-owned
Chinese banks have refused to issue letters of credits to Russia, and tech companies, such
as Huawei, Xiaomi or Lenovo, have scaled back on their presence, exports and
investments.3® From an economic perspective, China’s response is purely motivated by
“self-interest”.3* Beijing does not wish to alienate the US nor the EU, and that takes
precedence over an overt support to Moscow.
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Responses of the public, academia and media in China

Major media outlets

While China’s state media unsurprisingly reflects the official, somewhat neutral position of
the Chinese government, private media outlets and popular opinion leaders tend to be
much more vocal, “especially [about] the blame, and condemnation towards the US” and
their subsequent support and empathy towards Russia. Despite some apparent
differences, both public and private media outlets rely on a “geopolitical-game framing [...],
which provides a monodirectional and simple narrative for the Chinese public to
understand the war in the context of US-China strategic competition”. This focus on long
term geopolitical aspects of the war over other aspects, such as the humanitarian crisis in
Ukraine, is emblematic for the war’s perception in China overall.3%

Additionally, it shall be mentioned that despite the putative neutral stance major media
outlets adopted, prominent actors such as Xinhua News or CCTV have repeatedly
published Russian footage and, at least, partly adopted Russian narratives.3®

Social media

Social media users in China seem to be heavily divided on the topic of the Russo-Ukrainian
war. Online polls suggest that around 30% of Chinese users voiced support for Russia, 20%
expressed support for Ukraine, while around 40% adopted a neutral stance.®’

The main reasons for such polarizing results lay in two fundamentally different perceptions
of the legitimacy of Russia’s war: while one side recognizes it as an invasion of a sovereign
state, supporters of Russia view it as an act of defense towards Western expansion and
draw parallels to US engagement in the Middle East.

These views rest upon a critical attitude towards US hegemony, a natural empathy for
Russia’s security concerns over the US, as well as favorable perceptions of Putin’s “tough
guy” image. Notably, though, the biggest group of Chinese refrain from overtly choosing a
side and are primarily concerned with the wellbeing of China itself.38

Academia

The aforementioned different framing and China’s national interests form a vastly different
foundation for academic discourse in China. Chinese academics overwhelmingly point
towards NATO enlargement as a catalyst for Russia’s invasion. Through their eyes, the war
is yet another proxy war being fought on foreign soil on behalf of two great powers, namely
the US and China itself. This view is supported by the idea that the invasion marks a further
step towards a declining US hegemony and an accompanied shift in the international order
towards a more pluralistic one.®® However, one should be careful to not view Chinese
academics as a monolithic block. In fact, just after Russia’s invasion, five prominent
Chinese scholars issued a joint statement condemning Russia: “No matter how many
reasons or excuses Russia may have, invading a sovereign state [...] is a violation of the UN
Charter's norms of international relations. (..) We strongly support the actions of the
Ukrainian people in defense of their country.” While the statement fell under censorship
in China, it stands exemplarily for a diverse academic discourse in China.
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Support for Ukraine and Ukrainian Refugees?

China’s support for Ukraine or Ukrainians primarily consists of humanitarian aid. On March
8th, 2022, the country proposed a six-point initiative emphasizing its willingness to “ensure
the protection of civilians, and prevent secondary human disasters in Ukraine”*'. China is
reported to having delivered three batches of humanitarian supplies containing “infant
formula, quilts, and moisture-proof mats.”*> Despite pledging to “avoid politicizing
humanitarian issues”#3, Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Zhao Lijian has not hesitated to do
so by directly contrasting Chinese humanitarian aid with US arms deliveries: “Will the latest
US assistance of weapons bring stability and security to Ukraine or cause more civilian
casualties? Which do the civilians in Ukraine need more, food and sleeping bags or
machine guns and mortar rounds? It won't be difficult for anyone in his right mind with a
shred of common sense to make the right call.”

Impacts on the Indo-Pacific security architecture and the
relations with the EU

In line with its overall responses to the war, China has been cautious in addressing the roles
of the EU and its member countries in the conflict. In a virtual joint conference between Xi
Jinping, French President Emmanuel Macron and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, Xi again
stressed the importance of “the sovereignty and territorial integrity”, as well as “the
legitimate security concerns of all countries.” Xi declared that “China commends the
mediation efforts by France and Germany on Ukraine” and that “China supports France and
Germany in promoting a balanced, effective and sustainable European security framework
for the interests and lasting security of Europe, and by upholding its strategic autonomy.”#
While seemingly inconspicuous, highlighting Europe’s “strategic autonomy” hints towards
China’s vision of a multipolar, pluralistic order with Europe loosening its ties to the US.

Similarly, China has refrained from openly communicating implications for the security
architecture of the Indo-Pacific. Notably, though, Xi submitted a written speech at the CEO
summit of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) in November 2022 declaring that
the “Asia-Pacific is no one’s backyard and should not become an arena for big power
contest.”#®

What lies ahead?

China’s views on the war in Ukraine primarily depend on three aspects:

= Strategic considerations: Russia is a valuable partner for China in forming a
counterweight to the US-led international order.

= Economic considerations: the economic consequences of the war for China have
been comparatively light so far. While the country rejects the sanctions in place, it
has made sure to not fall victim to economic sanctions itself.
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= The Taiwan question: As Russia has violated the principles of territorial integrity and

sovereignty of states — principles that China continuously emphasizes — China’s
support for Russia is somewhat attenuated.

While China and Russia have strengthened their relations since the beginning of the war,
China neither has an interest in excessively increasing its support for Russia, nor to fully
give up on its strategic partner. While not being neutral on the matter, China will expectedly
attempt to continue its balancing act aiming to not undermine any of the above mentioned
core principles. The February 24th proposal reflects those considerations.
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Japan: A strong advocate for Ukraine in the Indo-
Pacific

Olga Khomenko

Since the launch of Russia’s war, Japan has had a clear and consistent
1 position, strongly criticizing Russia, upholding sanctions against Moscow,
and supporting Ukraine.

The fragility of the international order makes Japanese politicians
2 reconsider the necessity to strengthen national defense efforts.

Russia's war facilitated the further deepening of Japan's relations with the
3 EU, whereby both stress the importance of maintaining a rules-based
international order.

The Government's response to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine

Immediately after the start of the war, Japan strongly condemned Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine and adopted the Western sanctions regime.*® Japan has shown its support for
Ukraine since 2014, when then-Prime Minister Shinzo Abe visited the country for the first
time in June that year. Support of Ukraine became even stronger after Russia’s full-scale
invasion of Ukraine on February 24th, 2022. Being a close US ally, Japan'’s relations with
Russia are overshadowed by the Kuril Islands dispute and the lack of a formal peace treaty.
Drawing a clear parallel between Ukraine and Taiwan, Prime Minister Fumio Kishida
emphasized the need for cooperation with allies and like-minded countries, and to “never
tolerate a unilateral attempt to change the status quo by the use of force in the Indo-Pacific,
especially in East Asia.”*’

Since the beginning of the war, Kishida has frequently met with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy online, showing support and empathy to Ukraine and its people. For
instance, in April 2022 Kishida had six events regarding Ukraine in his schedule, including
three official press conferences on Ukrainian topics.*® Also, on April 8th, 2022, the
Japanese government announced the expulsion of eight Russians, including diplomats,
and accused Moscow of killing innocent civilians” in Ukraine. Also, in support of Ukraine,
on April 7th, 2022, in his official press-conference Kishida announced the arrival of 20
Ukrainians on the Japanese governmental aircraft and a decision to welcome more
refugees in Japan.*’ It was a historical decision of the Japanese government, which for
decades has refused to take in refugees. Until now, Japan has accepted more than 2000
people from Ukraine.
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Consequently, Japan became an advocate for Ukraine’s cause in the Indo-Pacific. In early
May 2022, Kishida visited Indonesia, Vietnam, and Thailand, while Foreign Minister
Yoshimasa Hayashi visited Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and Mongolia.>® The aim of their visits
was to promote a common Asian position in support of the critical G7 stance on the
Russian aggression against Ukraine ahead of the G20 summit in Bali in November
2022. During the summit, Japan, as a member of G7, reassured that “We reaffirm our
steadfast support for Ukraine and the Ukrainian people in the face of ongoing Russian
aggression, as well as our continued readiness to hold Russia accountable for its brazen
attacks on Ukrainian communities, even as the G20 meets to deal with the wider impacts
of the war. We all express our condolences to the families of the victims in Poland and
Ukraine.”>

During late August 2022, Kishida gave an official online speech at a public event of the
Crimea platform in Kyiv, supporting Crimea as Ukrainian territory. Also, Ukrainian Prime
Minister Denys Shmyhal and First Lady Olena Zelenska visited Japan in late September
2022 and held meetings with Kishida.

Political and economic determinants of the governmental view

The key political determinants for Japan's strong support of Ukraine are the breach of
international law, the threat to the global order posed by Russia’s aggression, and, in
Japan’s view, the many similarities between Russia and China, in relations to Beijing's
assertiveness towards Taiwan.®? Some degree of diplomatic pressure from the US may
have also influenced Japanese decisions. Despite strong economic connections between
Japan and Russia, the war in Ukraine saw Japan impose sanctions and restrict
transactions with Russia’s central bank, freezing assets of persons related to the
governmental officials of Russia and Russian oligarchs, as well as assets of eleven Russian
banks and their subsidiaries in Japan. It has also introduced measures to prohibit new
investment in Russia and implemented a price cap on Russian oil. Moreover, Tokyo revoked
Russia’s status as a most-favored trading nation and banned imports of wood, vodka, and
gold, as well as the export of luxury goods to Russia.%®

In December 2022, Japan stated that “The killing of a large number of innocent civilians by
the Russian forces in Ukraine is a grave breach of international humanitarian law and war
crimes. It is absolutely unacceptable, and Japan vehemently condemns it. The truth about
these atrocities must be uncovered and Russia must be held strictly accountable for war
crimes.”® Ukraine was added to the Japanese government’s humanitarian aid platform.®
Also, since the beginning of the war, Japan provided massive assistance to Ukraine,
including $200 million in humanitarian aid and $600 million in financial support. It
supported the export of grain from Ukraine worth $17 million and supplied Ukraine with
generators and solar lanterns valued at $2.57 million. Also, for the first time in history,
Japan decided to support a foreign country in a war with non-direct military aid, such as
providing Ukraine with drones, bulletproof vests, helmets, winter battle uniform, tents,
cameras, binoculars, medical supplies, civilian vehicles, and hygiene products. %

In January 2023, Japan became the chair of the G7 for the year. The minister of foreign
affairs, Yoshimasa Hayashi, stated during a meeting with UN secretary-general Antonio
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Guterres in early January 2023 that they will work together toward strengthening the
function of the United Nations and especially its Security Council.>’

Japan hosts the G7 summit in May 2023 in Hiroshima, and it seems that Japan will support
Ukraine and the country will be a priority during the event. Japan made its point in
supporting official statements of G7. A mutual statement noted that "We have imposed
and will continue to impose further economic costs on Russia, including on individuals and
entities — inside and outside of Russia — providing political or economic support for
Russia's illegal attempts to change the status of Ukrainian territory.”>® Also, in his address
on the upcoming Hiroshima summit, Kishida stated that, as the chair of the G7, he will not
tolerate the breach of international law by force and “will facilitate candid discussions
among the G7 leaders to articulate ideas and plans for the future.”*

The war in Ukraine also influenced Japan'’s opposition toward war in general. Beforehand,
former prime minister Abe’s government was criticized for expanding defense spending,
but the war in Ukraine and especially the killing of many civilians has shown the fragility of
international order, compelling Japanese politicians to reconsider Japanese views on their
country’s defense.%° Even the opposition is now slowly starting to consider the necessity
of strengthening Japan's defense, a plan which they had previously opposed.

Academia, media, and civil society

During the first days of the war, Japanese media was confused. It was fascinating to see
how ‘experts’ who had only been to Ukraine a few times and had never been specialists on
Ukraine started to give comments on Ukraine and the war on TV. These kinds of comments
misled the Japanese audience during the first three toro five days of the war. After this
initial period, the TV stations started to look for specialists from academia associated with
Slavic, Ukrainian, EU, NATO, or British studies, such as professors Atsuko Higashino®' or
Michito Tsuruoka, as well as prominent researchers in Japan on security and military
aspects, like Yu Koizumi. They are gathering information from different sources, including
Ukraine. Most of them were able to grow their Twitter followers by 10-20 times since the
war in Ukraine began.

Still, there is a small “pro-Russian lobby” among Japanese politicians and public
intellectuals, including MP Muneo Suzuki and former diplomat and now writer Sato Masaruy,
who transmit pro-Russian rhetoric and even blamed Japan for not following its own
national interests and for joining Western states in their support of Ukraine. In a discussion
on the possibility of a visit of Japanese Prime Minister Kishida to Kyiv, MP Suzuki was
quoted: “It is said that he is aiming to visit (Ukraine) in February (2023), but | wonder if he
is visiting Ukraine in consideration of the geopolitical situation of Japan and national
interests. | would like Japan to carefully consider whether Russia or Ukraine is more
important. Isn't it necessary to resolve the Northern Territories issue? Are you thinking
about a stable supply of energy? Above all, isn't world peace the ultimate goal of politics?”®?

There is practically no media in Japan that does not cover the war in Ukraine. Every two
weeks, during NHK prime time on Tuesday night, the political show “Close Up Gendai”
covers Ukraine for 45 minutes. Programs like “Good Morning, Japan” and “Sunday Watch”
on NHK cover Ukraine almost every morning. Also, TV Asahi, BS Fuji Prime News and TBS
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weekend programs, such as “Mr. Sunday”, provide detailed coverage of the war in Ukraine.
Recently, because Japanese audience has become a little exhausted with the amount of
the harsh war images, media like NHK have taken a new approach and shown the war in
Ukraine in their special programs through unique angles of the national premier football
league®® or children’s art.

Also, in 2022, the NHK World news channel webpage started its service in Ukrainian
language.®® Beside placing news on international politics and war in Ukraine, the webpage
alsointroduces Japanese language and features stories about successful Ukrainians living
in Japan.

Due to the work of the Japanese media over the last 365 days of the war, more people have
become familiar with Ukrainian history, politics, and names of Ukrainian cities. In April
2022, “Kiev” became “Kyiv” because of media coverage of post-colonialism and its
toponymic in Ukraine.®® Still, there is a disbalance between public TV and commercial
channels. Aiming to raise their TV ratings, sometimes private TV stations tend to focus
more on the dramatic side of the war, instead of drawing sound conclusions.

Because of such massive media coverage in Ukraine, the Japanese government,
politicians, NGOs, and local people took very seriously the problem of accepting refugees
from Ukraine. The government eased the bar for issuing visas to Ukrainians who have
family and friends in Japan®’. Foundations like the Nippon Foundation provide refugees
substantial financial support of 1 million yen per year.®® Some local authorities provide free
houses, and companies accept Ukrainians as their local staff. Also, many Japanese
volunteers and NGOs have delivered humanitarian aid to Ukraine’s neighbor Poland. A few
Japanese people joined the Ukrainian army to fight against Russia, despite the Japanese
government’s call to refrain from such action.®?

Impacts on the Indo-Pacific security architecture and the
relations with the EU

On October 7th, 2022, the Ukrainian parliament adopted resolution No. 8108 on recognizing
the northern territories of Japan as occupied by the Russian Federation and declared
support for Tokyo's position. The deputy head of the Committee on Humanitarian and
Information Policy, Evhenia Kukharuk, said that the “Japanese people consider its occupied
territory. We do support Japanese people.””® This move happened after Japan called the
four northern islands “illegally occupied” by Russia in April 2022.”" The decision of the
Ukrainian parliament was a political reaction to both the situation in the Indo-Pacific region
and a result of the current war with Russia. Before the war, Ukrainian politicians were
careful in expressing their official opinion about the status of the northern territories.

The war in Ukraine not only brought Russia and China closer together, but also deepened
relations between the EU and Japan. Both sides realized the necessity to cooperate on
different fields, not only the economy and energy sector but also cyber security. During the
Okinawa summit in May 2022, the president of the European Commission, Ursula von der
Leyen, emphasized that Japan and the EU are “Not just partners, not just allies — true
friends. The EU and Japan are showing the power of democracies working together.””? She
also announced a digital partnership between Japan and the EU and emphasized the will
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to use the bilateral strategic partnership to diversify and strengthen both sides’ supply
chains. Also, von der Leyen thanked Kishida for the “solidarity Japan showed by diverting
some of its LNG supplies to Europe.””3

The Okinawa summit showed that the war in Ukraine has made the EU and Japan closer
and made both sides think about how to avoid dependence on energy supply, resources,
and goods from Russia and China. As well, to look not only for alternative supply chains,
but also alternative partners on the international arena. And as von der Leyen stated: “Our
cooperation is excellent — not least on trade, technology and climate action. But there is so
much more we can do together.””# For sure, more cooperation will occur in the future.

What lies ahead?

Ukrainians became the first big refugee group to be accepted to Japan in 25 years. Still,
Japan does not have an established system of social, economic, and cultural integration
of refugees. Some Japanese citizens criticize the government for its different approaches
to refugees from Ukraine and Syria. In reality, the 2,000 Ukrainian refugees accepted, so
far, face many struggles.”

First of all, a refugee visa does not allow one to work right away, though it can be changed
to a one-year visa. Also, the Japanese language is difficult to learn in a few weeks. For
people who have never lived in Asia, the lifestyle is different, and while some of the people
who fled to Japan are thankful for a temporary home, they are still having a hard time
adjusting.”®

Despite the fact that Japanese media sometimes like to present images of happy Ukrainian
refugees working on cashier desks of discount shops, like Don Quixote or other success
stories, the reality is not that ideal. However, in the last twelve months, the visibility of
Ukraine and Ukrainians in Japan has increased significantly. The Japanese government
and the civil society are helping Ukrainians a lot, and both have demonstrated a strong will
to support them in the future.
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Taiwan: A fellow country on the front lines

Martin Mandl

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has shone a spotlight on Taiwan's precarious
status-quo vis-a-vis an increasingly assertive China.

The Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) government emphasizes
Ukraine as “a fellow country ‘on the front lines in guarding against
authoritarian expansionism’ and uses international attention to advance
Taiwan'’s difficult international relations.

In light of Russia’s invasion, the Taiwanese public is increasingly
concerned with the relationship to its own assertive neighbor, China.

The EU and its members can offer visibility to Taiwan’s cause by fostering
exchange and cooperation along the shared values of human rights and
democracy.

&~ N —

The government’s response to Russia's invasion of Ukraine

The Taiwanese government was among those Indo-Pacific governments that reacted with
a clear condemnation of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.”” Four days after the invasion,
President Tsai Ing-Wen highlighted the Ukrainian “fight against the invasion by a powerful
country” and pledged to defend the island’s democracy in the face of an increasingly
assertive China.”® The Democratic Progressive Party (DPP; Minjindang) government’s
position on the invasion has remained consistent throughout 2022, emphasizing Ukraine
as “a fellow country ‘on the front lines in guarding against authoritarian expansionism."””°
The main opposition party, the Kuomintang (KMT; Chinese Nationalist Party), however, has
shifted down its criticism of President Tsai's response in light of the November 2022
elections.

Along the lines of “Taiwan can help”, the government in an unprecedented way has offered
substantive aid, gestures of solidarity, and eased visa access to Ukrainians. “Taiwan can
help, and Taiwan is helping!” was a slogan developed to highlight Taiwan’s contribution
and technical assistance in the global fight against COVID-19. The slogan was used in
regard to cooperation on health research and the development of vaccinations, and around
donations of medical supplies.®? The slogan was a response to the World Health
Organization’s refusal to reconsider Taiwan’s observer status at the World Health
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Assembly, and to increase the island’s global visibility. Several governments have since
advocated for Taiwan's return to the WHA, including the US, the EU, and the G7.

Taiwan also responded to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine with an unprecedented wave of
financial support. Within weeks of the invasion, several million dollars in government aid
and private donations were collected for refugee support in Lithuania, Poland, and
Slovakia.®” The Taiwanese Relieve Disaster Foundation alone raised an additional $33
million from private donors. In December 2022, the government renewed its supportive
stance with the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding with Kyiv Major Vitali Klitschko
for $1 million “to fund emergency electricity generation in the Ukrainian capital”, as well as
the donation of blankets, scarves, gloves, and warm clothes. At the time of writing, an
additional $56 million for rebuilding efforts are awaiting legislative approval. &

The early days following the invasion saw public and official gestures of solidarity with
Ukraine. In a press conference, Foreign Minister Wu Jaushieh posed in front of a
symbolized Ukrainian flag with a field of sunflowers for the yellow lower part.?3 The
sunflower in itself is a political symbol in Taiwan since the 2014 student protests opposing
China-friendly policies by the then ruling KMT.

Lastly, the Taiwanese government announced easier visa access for Ukrainians. Certain
limitations, however, apply, as Taiwan does not yet have a comprehensive asylum law. The
number of Ukrainians eligible for the facilitated Taiwanese visas and their actual
willingness to move to the other side of the world are, therefore, debatable.?

Political and economic determinants of the governmental view

The Taiwanese government was able to use the international platform offered by Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s invasion of Ukraine to draw further attention to the island’s
volatile situation vis-a-vis an increasingly assertive Beijing. The US and other democracies
have since reassured Taiwan of their assistance and stepped up informal and formal
contacts within the limitations of the diplomatic protocol of Beijing’s “One China principle”.
These contacts, for the time being, culminated in the visit of then-US House of
Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi in August 2022. As the highest-ranking US official
to visit the island in 25 years, it was met with fierce reactions from Beijing, including
unprecedented military maneuvers showcasing the PRC’s threat to a de facto independent,

democratic Taiwan.

The condemnation of Russia’s invasion and the analogies with Taiwan’s own situation in
face of Beijing’s violent rhetoric might have been less outspoken if it was not for an
incumbent DPP-led government. The party traditionally takes a stronger stance against
China and openly opposes a reunification as demanded by Beijing. The party itself was
founded in opposition to the then ruling KMT, the party that had lost the Chinese Civil War
but held on to its claim on sovereignty over all of China.

Given the economic and security dependance on the US, a KMT-led government would still
have had to follow Washington's lead in condemning Putin’s invasion. Given its non-
confrontative stance towards Beijing, it could, however, have attempted a rather timid
condemnation along the lines of South Korea’s initial response.®® The KMT, in fact, used
the government’s initial responses to condemn the DPP government as “angering China”.8®
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In light of the November 2022 local elections, the KMT, however, quietens references to
Taiwan’s and the party’s own Cross-Strait relations. The KMT itself is aware of the growing
public concern with Beijing’s intentions and the diminishing support for rapprochement.®’
It rather emphasized unresolved domestic issues by calling for “ditching the DPP”.

Faced with the global issues surrounding the war in Ukraine and the COVID-19 pandemic,
the DPP, on the other hand, tried to bring its national security stance into the local elections.
It called for “proudly standing up for Taiwan” and “resist China and preserve Taiwan”. This
stance paid in terms of mandates in the local councils, where the DPP candidates gained
seats from the KMT. It could not make up, however, for the perceived government
shortcomings in tackling some domestic issues, such as inflation and affordable housing.
With these, the KMT gained mayoral and magistrate positions from the DPP.%8

A similar thing happened during Tsai’s first term in office, when KMT candidate Han Kuo-
yu claimed victory in Kaohsiung's mayoral elections. Kaohsiung was a traditional DPP
stronghold. Many observers then foretold Tsai’s defeat in the 2020 presidential elections.
On the national level, the security and Cross-Strait issues prevailed, however, and the DPP
secured a second term. Whether we will observe a similar pattern in the 2024 presidential
and Legislative Yuan elections will also depend on China’s assertiveness towards Taiwan
and how the KMT will position itself, especially since Tsai cannot campaign for re-election.

A candidate with a very particular family history of Cross-Strait relations is getting ready
to challenge the DPP: Chiang Wan-an, the mayor-elect of Taipei, is the great-grandson of
the KMT’s former generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek.?® It was Chiang Kai-shek who led the
KMT to Taiwan at the defeat in the Chinese Civil War. His repeated claims on sovereignty
over all of China during Taiwan’s martial law period resulted in the island’s unresolved
status today.

Economically, the war in Ukraine has accelerated the entanglement of Taiwan’s economic
dependence on China.?® Taiwan is the world’s largest producer of semiconductors, many
of which are produced by Taiwanese firms in mainland China. With Washington'’s chip
embargo, the need for the relocation of Taiwanese production sites has further increased.®’
Taiwan is keen to remain world-leader in production and could use the chips as strategic
assets to position itself closer to the EU, the US, and its Indo-Pacific allies.

Again, it will be interesting to see how the KMT positions itself in the upcoming presidential
elections. In part, it has been arguing for close and calm relations with China, specifically
in terms of the economic dependency. When this dependency is forcefully lessened by the
geopolitical necessities following the invasion of Ukraine, the KMT might lose the support
of big economic actors traditionally in favor of friendly relations with China.

In terms of Taiwan’s trade relations, Russia traditionally is a source of natural resources,
including crude oil, and fertilizers, while Taiwanese exports to Russia consist mostly of
electronics and electronic parts.®?> Russia in 2022 was Taiwan’s 25th largest trading
partner, but the $5.7 billion trade accounts only for a fraction of Taiwan’s overall trade. It
compares to $120 billion with the US and $23 billion with Germany.®3 Taiwan’s government
swiftly joined the US and the EU in issuing economic sanctions against Russia (and later
including Belarus, as well) and an expanded the list of sanctioned items throughout 2022
and into 2023°. Russia reacted by putting Taiwan on its “list of unfriendly countries and
territories”.?® As a result of the sanctions, Taiwan’s exports to Russia decreased by 35%
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compared to 2021 while its imports decreased by only 3%.°¢ As with most of Taiwan’s
foreign trade, “receiving orders in Taiwan and shipping goods from China” might further
add to the trade deficit.*”

Taiwan'’s trade with Ukraine was severely affected by Russia’s invasion. Trade with Ukraine
almost halved in 2022, with Taiwan’s exports reduced by 59% and imports by 34%. Trade
with Ukraine has not been strong in recent years, lagging since the early 2010s.°8 Prior to
the invasion, Ukraine had sought to balance its trade with Russia by appeasing China and,
thus, minimized contacts with Taipei. As a result of Russia’s invasion (and China’s support
of Putin) this might change in Taiwan’s favor.*®

Academia, media, and civil society

Amidst Beijing’s aggressive rhetoric and a pessimistic Taiwanese public opinion,’
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine was met along the lines of “Today Ukraine, Tomorrow Taiwan”
by the media and civil society.”" As mentioned earlier, it also triggered an unprecedented
wave of (financial) support and solidarity with Ukraine. The lights at Kaohsiung’s Ai River
and Taipei's iconic 101 skyscraper were lit in blue and yellow. Civil society groups arranged
demonstrations in support of the Ukrainian resistance.’? Approximately ten Taiwanese
nationals are even reported to have joined the International Legion of Territorial Defense of
Ukraine'®, of which 25-year old Tseng Sheng-guang was the first East-Asian casualty of
Russia’s war.104

While many of the comparisons drawn between Taiwan and Ukraine have their
shortcomings, the invasion also highlighted some of Taiwan's own issues. The US'
“strategic ambiguity” towards Taiwan came under scrutiny with Russia’s invasion, resulting
in a decreasing trust in US military support in case of a Chinese invasion. This also
increased the understanding for the need to include public engagement to build self-
defense capacities in an asymmetric warfare.’% Likewise, it sped up the reorganization of
the general draft system and continued military exercises. Taiwan, meanwhile, extended
the compulsory military service from four to twelve months amid lessons from Ukraine and
recent threats by Beijing.% The US (and other democratic governments) responded with a
show of goodwill, including the sales of further weaponry, presidential assurances of
security commitments, and the mentioned high-ranking visits.

Impacts on the Indo-Pacific security architecture and the
relations with the EU

EU-member states, including “dovish”'%” Germany and France, have increased their semi-
official contacts with Taiwan as highlighted by several reciprocal visits throughout 2022.
Contacts included ministerial and parliamentary delegations in a wide topical area, from
lawmaking, culture, and education to economic cooperation.’®® These visits come in light
of Europe’s newfound interest in the Indo-Pacific and in response to China's increasingly
assertive behavior, now also extending to Central and Eastern Europe.’® But the EU is also
Taiwan’s largest foreign investor and needs Taiwanese knowhow in the strategic
semiconductor sector, as EU representatives highlighted already before Putin’s invasion of
Ukraine.”™ As such, the war in Ukraine may not be the reason for engagement, but has
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stressed its urgency amidst the volatile situation in the Taiwan Strait and the existing
reliance on China.

On these occasions, President Tsai and her government officials repeat the connotation
that, like Ukraine, Taiwan stands on the front line facing “the expansion of authoritarianism”
and that with shared “values of democracy and freedom”, Taiwan can contribute to “world
peace and prosperity” along the lines of “Taiwan can help”.’"

While German fighter jets passed Taiwan on route from Australia for their first ever
participation in a maneuver in the Indo-Pacific in August/September 2022,"? Taiwan’s key
security partner in the Indo-Pacific remains the US. In face of Beijing’s increasingly
assertive claims on the island, Taiwan needs US security assurances and military presence
in the region. On the grounds of a rules-based order, human rights, and democracy, the EU
and its member states can however offer another thing, just as vital to the survival of
Taiwan’s vibrant democracy: visibility.

As China is closely watching the West's response to Russia’s war in Ukraine, it will also
calculate the cost of its own potential invasion of Taiwan. The geographic and security
landscape is quite different in Taiwan's case, increasing the military cost of an invasion.
But Beijing will also consider the additional cost to its economy and further development.
A cost that the EU and its individual members can increase by watching closely what is
going on in the Taiwan Strait, and by building mutual relations in face of a bullying neighbor.
Chinese President Xi Jinping, more than anything, will consider the cost of his
government'’s actions to China’'s development, given that the legitimacy of his Communist
Party rests solemnly on its performance.

What lies ahead?

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, together with an increasingly assertive Chinese rhetoric
towards Taiwan, has moved the island nation further away from the mainland. This will
likely increase the tensions in the Taiwan Strait and the Indo-Pacific. The current regime in
Beijing will not back down on its declared goal of reunifying with Taiwan as part of Xi's
great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. As such, we will witness harsh reactions and
increased military pressure on the island as Beijing responds to Taiwan's domestic politics
and international relations.

The Taiwan Strait is the Achilles Heel of the growing Sino-US rivalry and, much like Ukraine,
a fault line between the continental powers of Russia and China, on one side, and the
NATO/US Pacific alliances, on the other side. Incidents there, whether provoked or
unintentional, could easily spiral out of control resulting in a military clash no side wanted,
particularly not the 24 million Taiwanese who would suffer the most from such a clash.

Within Taiwan, the DPP will likely continue to use the international attention it can draw
from Taiwan-Ukraine analogies to further its image as the defender of a Taiwanese identity
and de facto independence for the 2024 presidential elections. How the KMT will position
itself, and whether the security stance is enough to secure another DPP presidency, is yet
to be seen. It would be the first time for the young Taiwanese democracy that one of the
two parties could secure a third consecutive term in office.
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South Korea: A timid support for Ukraine

Aneta Roth

South Korea's initial reaction to Russia's invasion of Ukraine was

1 lukewarm, similar to Seoul's reaction to the annexation of Crimea in 2014.
South Koreans, however, feel solidarity towards Ukrainians and would
support additional sanctions.

The government's approach changed only after the US applied economic
2 pressure on Korean exports, but major South Korean companies later
stopped operations in Russia anyway.

The South Korean government is reluctant to provide lethal weapons to

3 Ukraine, an approach that is most likely to remain unchanged as Seoul
does not wish to risk Moscow's support for the North Korean regime
amidst the heightened tensions on the Korean Peninsula.

The government’s response to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine

South Korea's initial reaction to Russia's invasion of Ukraine was lukewarm. Although then-
President of the Republic of Korea, Moon Jae-in, was concerned about the developments
in Eastern Ukraine,'® he did not seem to be particularly keen on implementing any
measures that could harm South Korea's economy more than was necessary. In the
aftermath of Russian President Vladimir Putin's decision to deploy Russian troops to
Donetsk and Luhansk, Moon said that "Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial integrity must
be respected,"" but only a few days later, his communications secretary stated that South
Korea “can't disregard” the volume of trade with Russia.’"®

“As a responsible member of the international community,”''® South Korea announced on
February 24th, 2022, that it would join the international sanctions imposed on Russia. "The
use of armed forces causing human casualties cannot be justified under any
circumstances,”""” the President said. However, Seoul refused to impose any additional
measures of its own, despite the fact that many other countries (such as the UK or
Switzerland) did."® Only when Moon’s administration found out that South Korea was not
included in the list of the “partner countries” of the updated US Foreign Direct Product Rule
(FDPR), which meant that South Korean firms using US technology would have to seek
approval from the US before exporting their products to Russia,’® was Seoul forced to
rethink its stance. The FDPR could harm exports of Korean chip makers, such as Samsung
and SK Hynix,?° and, thus, South Korea almost inflicted upon itself what it was trying to
avoid.
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After prompt negotiations with the US, the South Korean government suddenly announced
on February 28th, 2022, that it would “block the export of strategic items to Russia”, exclude
Russian banks from SWIFT, release oil from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve to help
stabilize the global energy market, and consider diverting LNG to Europe.™' South Korean
exporters, such as Samsung and LG, were granted the FDPR exception shortly
afterwards,'?? but they decided to suspend shipments to Russia anyway.'> Korean Air and
Hyundai Merchant Marine suspended transports to Russia and Hyundai Motor
Manufacturing stopped its Russian car production.’®* The Russian factory produced 4% of
Hyundai's global output before the war, assembling about 200,000 cars per year."? Like for
many other carmakers, Hyundai's main motivation to halt operations was the “ongoing
global logistics issues with components delivery”.’?® However, South Korea did not stop
doing business with Russia completely; in August 2022, South Korean state-run Korea
Hydro and Nuclear Power signed a deal with a Russian state-owned company to build
Egypt's first nuclear power plant together.’?’

The government also sent initial humanitarian assistance to Ukraine worth $10 million%8,
which expanded tenfold in value later throughout the year.’® Seoul since then provided
bulletproof vests, helmets and medical supplies to Ukraine,’®® but remains reluctant to
provide any lethal weapons despite Kyiv's explicit requests. When Ukrainian President
Volodmyr Zelenskyy made his video address to the South Korean National Assembly in
April 2022, where he requested South Korea to provide lethal weapons, less than half of the
members showed up, including members of the opposition Democratic Party, as they held
a majority in the National Assembly at the time. This was in stark contrast with other
countries. For example, in neighboring Japan, President Zelenskyy received a standing
ovation in the state Diet. When Ukrainian Defense Minister Oleksii Reznikov requested
support with anti-aircraft defense systems, South Korean Defense Minister Seo-wook
refused.’® And when five Russian men applied for asylum at the Incheon airport in
November 2022, their requests were rejected by the South Korean government stating that
“avoiding military draft in one's home country is not [a] valid reason for granting refugee
status.”%?

Political and economic determinants of the governmental view

Even before the war in Ukraine, South Korea has always tried to be a good ally to the United
States without undermining its relations with the Kremlin. After the Russian annexation of
Crimea, Seoul refrained from imposing its own sanctions on Moscow, although it did
comply with the sanctions imposed by the United States and other countries, and did not
recognize Crimea as part of Russia.”®® There are two major reasons why Seoul did so:
mutual trade and North Korea.

In 2021, Russia ranked as South Korea's 11th largest export and 8th largest import
partner.’® South Korea imports Russian naphtha, crude oil, coal, LNG and other raw
materials,’®® and Hyundai Motors, LG and Samsung made investments into facilities in
Russia.’®¢ With high energy prices and decreased imports after the war began, South Korea
experienced a trade deficit and high consumer prices for months. This aspect was also
highlighted by the leader of the Democratic Party, Lee Jae-myung, during the presidential
election campaign in the beginning of 2022. Lee, who labeled himself an “economy
president’, said during the campaign that the government should “prepare
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countermeasures for businesses that rely on imports and exports that can be affected by
the war and related sanctions.”’¥’

However, it is important to mention that the war in Ukraine has also brought some
economic benefits to South Korea's businesses. Despite Seoul's strong reluctance to
provide lethal weapons to Ukraine, it has managed to secure substantial arms supplies to
Poland. In a framework agreement signed by Polish and South Korean officials in July
2022, Warsaw agreed to purchase 980 K2 Black Panther battle tanks, 648 K9 howitzers,
and 48 FA-50 light attack fighter jets. The value of the whole deal is estimated to amount
to $14.5 billion, which makes it one of Poland's "most important and largest" defense
purchases in recent years. For Korea Aerospace Industries (KAI), South Korea's sole
aircraft maker, the deal represents the biggest export of the FA-50 fighter jets ever. As a
result, South Korea's arms sales doubled in 2022 compared to the previous year.38

Meanwhile, North Korea seems to be a more significant factor in the Russo-Korean
relations, as it is seen as a “direct and serious threat” in the Indo-Pacific by its southern
neighbor.’®® Whether it is because of the shared history or Russia's vote in the UN Security
Council, Seoul believes Moscow exerts a special kind of influence over Pyongyang. Now,
this concern seems to be ever more justified. North Korea, in hope of receiving economic
aid, military equipment, and support for its nuclear program from Russia, is one of the few
countries supporting Moscow's occupation of Eastern Ukraine. According to a US report,
North Korea even supplied Russia with weapons to be used in Ukraine, even though
Pyongyang denied the accusations.’®® South Korea simply does not want to risk Moscow's
closer alliance and military support to Kim Jong-un’'s 's regime. When President Putin
accused South Korea of supplying weapons to Ukraine in October 2022,'4" the South
Korean President went to great lengths to explain that South Korea has never done so.'#?
Putin then said that such actions would be equal to Moscow sending arms to North
Korea.'3

Academia, media and civil society

The response of the civil society in Korea seemed to be more resolute than that of the
government, and it seems like South Koreans would welcome a stronger response to
Russia. This view is, however, not shared by the media that are rather neutral, mostly
echoing the government's stance, or at least not openly criticizing it.

After Russia's invasion of Ukraine, around 300 people protested in front of the Russian
embassy in Seoul and the Seoul municipality even highlighted the main sights in the colors
of the Ukrainian flag.’** By the beginning of March 2022, South Koreans managed to raise
$3 million in aid to Ukrainian citizens.’® Although some world-famous Korean idols have
been criticized for not using their platform to condemn Russia or stand up for other
important matters,'*® some Korean celebrities publicly voiced their support for Ukraine,’’
and a prominent professor from Korea Advanced Institute of Science & Technology
(KAIST), a top South Korean university, said “[w]e're all Ukrainians now.” 48

When asked whether they feel like the war in Ukraine is “not their problem”, up to 80% of
South Koreans disagree. In fact, according to a survey conducted by Ipsos, 77% of Koreans
feel like their country is facing a significant risk linked to the war. Although the survey does
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not mention what exactly the risk would be, the respondents said they would support
additional sanctions against Russia.’*®

Korean media, however, do not share this view. According to The Korea Herald, one of the
leading South Korean media outlets, “economic and financial sanctions against the world’s
11th-largest economy and one of the biggest commodity producers, if expanded or
extended, could lead to more pitfalls for Korean businesses.”'*®

Impacts on the Indo-Pacific security architecture and the
relations with the EU

Although South Korea unveiled its first ever Indo-Pacific strategy in November 2022, unlike
Japan's recent National Defence Strategy, it does not mention the impacts of the war in
Ukraine on the Indo-Pacific region. Neither does it mention the potential for cooperation
with European countries. However, the war has already brought South Korea and European
countries closer together.

South Korea was among the three Indo-Pacific regional powers invited to participate at the
NATO's Madrid Summit in June 2022, where President Yoon cautioned about the “threat to
universal values”, referring to Vladimir Putin's Russia.”® In light of improving NATO-South
Korean cooperation, we can expect that just like Poland, more European countries will be
open to procuring military technology and equipment from South Korea. NATO's Central
and Eastern European members are the prime suspects, given their ongoing attempt to rid
themselves of old Soviet-era technology and modernize their militaries without prolonging
their dependencies on Russia, a cause of increased importance for the EU in light of the
Russian invasion of Ukraine.

What lies ahead?

South Korea's stance on the war in Ukraine is largely influenced by two factors: trade with
Russia and relations with North Korea. Since both factors are stable variables in South
Korea's foreign policy, its stance on the war in Ukraine will most likely remain unchanged
in the near future.

While Seoul is economically not dependent on Moscow, Russia represents an important
source of raw materials for South Korea's economy. As Pyongyang is accelerating its
missile tests, it is highly unlikely that Seoul would change its stance about the provision of
weapons to Ukraine, or impose additional sanctions on Russia, especially when President
Putin made his threats clear. And as regards to energy imports from Russia, experts
suggest that South Korea should rather look around for more sustainable options that
would also help with its environmental pledges.’®? As Industry Minister Lee Chang-yang
recently said, South Korea plans to “increase gas and oil reserves”'® and “will boost energy
self-sufficiency by expanding both nuclear power and renewable energy generations.”">*
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North Korea: Reigniting old alliance?

Lucia Husenicova

North Korea continues with its pragmatic foreign policy known since the

1 times of the Cold War to receive certain benefits and advantages.
North Korean media repeat the official Russian position often adding
2 quotes from western conspiracy media and websites.

The international consensus on nuclear disarmament of North Korea is
3 severely weakened by this conflict.

The government’s response to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine

The North Korean government did not react to the Russian invasion of Ukraine for three
days. On February 27th, 2022, South Korean media quoted commentary'®® published in
North Korea that differed quite considerably to the rest of the world. North Korean media,
citing governmental positions, directly blamed the expansion of NATO as a reason for
Russia’s action and repeated the phrase that Russia's security was threatened by it. The
following day, a spokesperson for the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK)
Ministry of Foreign Affairs reiterated this position by blaming the hegemonic policy of the
US and the West.®®

In the DPRK's official position, those responsible for the situation in Ukraine are first and
foremost the US for undermining the security environment in Europe, through NATO
expansion to the east, and the failure to provide Russia with security guarantees. In
addition, the spokesperson of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs mentioned the US wars in Iraq,
Afghanistan, and involvement in Syria as contradicting Washington's calls for respect of
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine. In addition, the DPRK’s ambassador to
the UN repeated this position in his speech held at the UN General Assembly on March 2,
2022, and in a subsequent vote, North Korea was one of only five countries that voted
against the resolution condemning the Russian invasion and calling for a withdrawal of
Russian forces from Ukraine territory."’

The DPRK's stance on the war has not changed since the beginning of the Russian invasion
of Ukraine. Within the UN structure, North Korea voted against the suspension of Russia
from the Human Right Council .8 In addition, in July 2022, the DPRK recognized Donetsk
and Luhansk as independent republics.™® The support for Russian politics by North Korean
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representatives did not change, and it led to an increase in mutual contacts and
negotiations. In September 2022, news appeared that the DPRK and Russia agreed to
resume cross-border rail traffic for the first time since 2020.7%° In the late autumn, US
intelligence asserted that North Korea is supplying the Russian paramilitary Wagner group
with weapon systems. ¢

Political and economic determinants of the governmental view

To understand North Korean behavior and its position vis-a-vis the Russian invasion of
Ukraine we need to take into consideration the position North Korea finds itself in
international relations. North Korea is one of the most isolated states when it comes to
international contacts and participation in international organizations and events. The
isolation has deepened in recent years, firstly after an unsuccessful summit meeting
between General Secretary Kim Jong Un and US President Donald Trump in 2019 and, more
profoundly, when North Korea completely closed its borders at the beginning of the COVID-
19 pandemic, which saw most foreign diplomats leave Pyongyang over the course of 2020
and 2021. Currently, Russia still has an ambassador residing in the country, which helped
within the last year in a restart of the mutual relationship. Moreover, North Korea is facing
a strict sanctions regime imposed in the aftermath of missile and nuclear testing from
2009 to 2017. Besides the sanctions forbidding trade of materials usable for military
purposes, the latest round of sanctions curbed the import of oil and gas to the country, too.
In this situation, North Korea could only rely on the black market, as well as those countries
and companies who managed to find a way to avoid restrictions. Russia and its companies
were long suspected of these activities,'? together with China.’63

In addition, North Korean foreign policy since the Cold War was closely connected to the
position of the United States. When looking back at the development of nuclear and missile
programs we can see common paths, such as North Korea increasing its testing when the
new administration in the US was sworn in, or when there was lower activity within the US
administration regarding its policy towards North Korea. Since the inauguration of the
Biden administration, no clear US policy towards North Korea has been announced, and
North Korea's attempts to increase tensions with last year's missile testing did not change
the situation and did not bring the possibility to negotiate some advantages from the US.
It is no surprise that North Korea decided to support Russia in this international
environment. Clearly, the North Korean government expects to benefit from this position.
There are several areas in which it can benefit:

= North Korean relations with Russia have been pragmatic since the Cold War and
often based on the personal relations of the leaders. The renewed partnership can
give North Korea a stronger position vis-a-vis its relations with the US and South
Korea as the international denuclearization effort was based on the joint pressure of
all parties involved, including Russia and China. Nevertheless, the further
development of the North Korean nuclear program is still not in Russian or Chinese
interests as it may lead to a regional arms race. '

= As the sanctions are imposed now on Russia, there is a chance that Russia will be
less willing to implement a sanction regime against North Korea. The first signs
came when Russia and China vetoed the UN Security Council resolution proposed
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by the US to strengthen the sanctions regime against North Korea in May 2022.765
Later in the year, the possibility of admitting North Korean workers to Russia and
Russian-controlled territories of Ukraine was already mentioned by the Russian
ambassador to the DPRK.66

= Talk about the potential nuclear strike by Russia is also in line with North Korean
politics, as it clearly shows the importance of the possession of nuclear weapons
and their deterrence function, and gives North Korea leverage for any potential
demands to denuclearize.

We can conclude that North Korea sees the benefits that its support of Russia can bring;
in the short-term the further violation of sanctions against North Korea when it comes
either to weapons trade or allowing North Korean workers to return to Russia or move to
Ukraine which are direct sources of income for the regime. At the same time, the mid-to-
long-term benefits could be the renewed partnership as a source of support vis-a-vis the
pressure of the UN and the US to denuclearize.

Academia, media, and civil society

When looking at the reporting of North Korean media (available through KCNA watch),®’
we see that North Korean media is using the same phrasing and reasoning as Russia, as
well as conspiracy-prone websites and media worldwide. On several occasions, the war in
Ukraine was termed a proxy war between the US, the West, and Russia. The US and
European allies are blamed for prolonging the war by supplying Ukraine with military
support, according to the KCNA, Pyongyang Times, and Voice of Korea, and dubbed as
extremely dangerous and aggravating for the whole situation. In addition, news about
secret labs producing biological and chemical weapons appeared in North Korean media,
as did Russian media’s claims that Ukraine is attempting to procure a dirty nuclear bomb.

The media coverage in North Korea is not surprising given that the media only reiterates
governmental positions and often directly quotes or reprints the statements of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of the DPRK.

Impacts on the Indo-Pacific security architecture and the
relations with the EU

We are clearly in an era when a change in the international order is looming over us. The
more Russia is isolated from the West, which will continue regardless of how long the war
lasts and what it ends will be, the more this will lead to the increased orientation of Russia
towards Asia. We can already see glimpses of this in the case of Russia’s oil and gas
agreements with China and India. What we must take into consideration here is the
potential division of the world into competing blocs or arrangements that do not need to
be regional in a geographical sense but which will more likely be based on the division
between democratic and non-democratic states. We have been seeing the trend of non-
democratic countries cooperating in the case of Iran-Syria-Libya-North Korea when it
comes to missiles or nuclear programs since the end of the Cold War. However, up until
now, none of these non-democratic cooperating partners were one of the dominating
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players in international relations. This possible arrangement will likely have China in it,
which is a rising power in international relations. China might likely dominate it. Russia will
likely be weakened, especially vis-a-vis China, and become just a part of the arrangement,
not its significant player.

North Korea, as another member of this arrangement, will certainly benefit from it, as it will
not face a unified position of all the powers towards its nuclear program, as was the case
since the early 2000s. That will give the country a chance to develop its missile and nuclear
program further and potentially modernise its conventional armed forces. In addition, this
new arrangement is expected not to abide by existing international norms, giving North
Korea an opportunity to avoid sanctions regimes and implement economic reforms.
Membership in this arrangement could provide the country with a source of legitimacy as
a non-democratic country, in the same way Cold War divisions provided.

When looking at the EU’s position in the Indo-Pacific region, and specifically on the Korean
Peninsula, the South Korean government was interested in the EU’s involvement in the
denuclearization issue, especially because of the EU’s participation and mediating role in
a similar agreement with Iran. However, North Korean representatives did not share the
same approach regarding the EU. For North Korea, the issue of its nuclear program has
been connected to the US since the end of the Cold War. The US was and is the actor North
Korea is most interested in talking to. However, if China and Russia will support North
Korea's position, there might be a need for a mediator in the whole issue, which the EU
could potentially be interested in. And if the EU wants to show its interest and influence in
the region, in this specific case it will need to step up its expertise on this issue and broaden
its cooperation with the South Korean government and other partners in the region.

What lies ahead?

North Korea is one of few countries that has openly supported Russian actions since the
start of the war in Ukraine last February. The institutions, official state media, and
diplomatic representatives are using the same rhetoric as Russia and its media. In addition,
North Korean representatives vote against resolutions and positions within the UN
structure that condemn the Russian war in Ukraine. Because the North Korean government
apparently thinks that, through this behavior, it will receive some benefits, there is a very
low possibility that its position will change in the short or mid-term perspective. We can
potentially expect greater support for Russia and more voting against any document
criticizing the war or Russian conduct in it.
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A year of Russian aggression at the UN General Assembly A

East Asian states' votes at the UN GA 11th special emergency session —
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* Myanmar's permanent representative to the UN does not represent the currently ruling military junta

. Condemnation of aggression
g AlRES/ES-‘] 1 /1 1 0 4 (first resolution following Russian attack)
S A/RES/ES-11/2 Humaniarian oo of aggression
=
- Suspension of Russia's bership in UN
B A/RES/ES'1 1 /3 4 _ Human Rights Council ’
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g A/RES/ES'1 1/4 9 Territorial integrity of Ukraine
Remedy and reparation for aggression
g A/RES/ES-11/5 against Ukraine
z _ Comprehensive, just and lasting peace in
: A/RES/ES 1 1/6 1 0 4 Ukraine (one-year anniversary resolution)
Data: United Nations Digital Library © CEIAS
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India: From non-alignment to multi-alignment -
reinforcing the “India Way"” of diplomacy

Vladimira Lickova

India maintains proactive neutrality; not condemning Russia but calling
for an end of the hostilities, and a return to diplomacy and dialogue.

India’s position should be understood by its complex relations with both
Russia and the West, its national interests, and geostrategic balancing, all
of which are encompassed in the publicly hailed “India way” of diplomacy.

India criticizes Europe’s Eurocentrism and the West for turning a blind eye
to many problems in (but not only) Asia, most vocally Afghanistan, which
Delhi perceives as an equally problematic issue and denounces the
chaotic exit of Western powers.

Considering India’s current G20 Presidency, its leadership might indicate
ambitions of a greater involvement in mediating the Ukraine conflict.

B o N -

The government’s response to Russia's invasion of Ukraine

As Russia’s aggression against Ukraine unfolded, Delhi’'s immediate and most pressing
concern was the need to protect its citizens (mostly students) in the Eastern European
country. In a further response, India's permanent representative to the United Nations, T. S.
Tirumurti, reiterated India's call for an urgent cessation of violence and an end to all
hostilities, stressing that there is no other choice but to return to diplomacy and dialogue.™®®
Considering the need to evacuate its nationals, abstaining from the late February 2022 UN
Security Council vote to call an emergency UN General Assembly meeting may have
seemed like India’s best bet to avoid offending either side. However, the logic behind
Delhi’s behavior is rooted in a deeper complex of Russia-India relations.

Vocal condemnation of Russia from the democratic world and India’s specific ties with
both Russia and the West have turned a spotlight on Delhi’s foreign policy steps. The
democratic community is trying to persuade the Indian leadership to join it in its criticism
of Moscow. Yet, India’s position of formal neutrality is staying unshakably staunch.
Although some would associate this with India’s formerly active membership in the Non-
Aligned Movement during the Cold War era, we would beware of this nomenclature, as the
South Asian country’s foreign policy has undergone a transformation over the past
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decades. In the mid-2000s, “multi-alignment” started to emerge and has intensified since
the National Democratic Alliance’s (NDA) first tenure in 2014.7%° In practical terms, India
upholds its core interests (ranging from security and development to promotion of its
influence and values) and order in international relations by strengthening its engagement
in multilateral institutions, and the use of strategic partnerships.

Therefore, Delhi has consciously refrained from public condemnation of Russia and
abstained from all votes at the UNSC, the UNGA resolutions (aggression against Ukraine,
humanitarian consequences of the war, suspension of Russia’s membership in the Human
Rights Council, territorial integrity of Ukraine, reparation for aggression in Ukraine), and the
UN Human Rights Council, as well as the International Atomic Energy Agency.'”®

Nevertheless, during the visit of the Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov in India at the
end of March 2022, India's External Affairs Minister (henceforward just “EAM”) S.
Jaishankar reaffirmed India’'s appeals to cease the violence, turn to dialogue and
diplomacy, and respect international rules, the UN Charter, sovereignty and territorial
integrity.’! Moreover, at the beginning of September 2022, Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi reinforced his stance to President Vladimir Putin, stating that “this is not the era of
war ... Democracy, diplomacy and dialogue — these things help the world.”"”? Despite this,
there has been no change in India's neutral position so far, with Delhi continuously
highlighting that “India is on the side of peace and will remain firmly there” and
supplementing its arguments and reactions that justify its behavior."”?

Political and economic determinants of the governmental view

Behind Delhi’s unchanged position lie various determinants influenced by both historic and
current political-economic ties with Moscow. As mentioned earlier, since the Modi-led
government first came to power in 2014, India’s foreign policy has been defined by its multi-
vector strategic partnerships, ever-growing emphasis on India’s own and independent
diplomacy, and its contempt for Eurocentrism, imperialism, and Western “hypocrisy”. From
a historical point of view, India’s long-standing relationship with Russia stems from the era
of the Soviet Union, which supported India at the UN on the strategically important issue of
Jammu and Kashmir, as well as on its relation to Bangladesh and China. It was also during
this era that strong defense ties were developed. Although Russia is still a key supplier of
defense technologies to India, the share of procured military equipment decreased from
70% in 2012-17 to below 50% in 2017-21."7% The differences are being compensated by
defense contracts with Western partners (Israel, France, and the US), which further signals
the need to have well diversified and balanced partnerships that in the first place serve
Indian national interests and autonomy. When it comes to Western criticism of Russia-India
defense ties, Delhi's argument is derived from history and criticism of Western help in
arming Pakistan:

“So, we are talking about principles and let’s talk a little about history. We have
a long-term relationship with Moscow, and it is important to look at the history
of that relationship. It was built in the period when Western democracies used
to arm a military dictatorship next to us called Pakistan and deny India
defensive weapons.”'”®
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For India, the Ukraine War is also a matter of principles based on the respect for the
territorial integrity of all states. In this sense, India feels betrayed, because when it raised
territorial integrity of Jammu and Kashmir in the UNSC, the Council did not respond and
allowed Pakistan to occupy part of Kashmir, which lasts until today. The current strength
of bilateral relations also emanates from the shared similarities between Putin and Modi’s
populist political styles.

Russia is India’s traditional trading partner with a total trade turnover of $13.1 billion
(although India has a trade deficit of $6.6 billion), making Russia its 25th largest trade
partner in 2021-22.776 The top imported commodities consisted of oil, fertilizers, coal, and
military equipment, while exports were dominated by food products and pharmaceuticals.
However, since the start of the war, Russia strengthened its position and became the top-
five trading partner of India, with a total trade turnover of $31 billion (further deepening
India’s trade deficit to $27.2 billion) from April to November 2022.777 Whereas products
imported from Russia typically included a mix of fuels, machinery, fertilizers, and
consumables, in 2022 (caused by a steep increase in oil purchases) fuels and fertilizers
alone accounted for 91% of all imports from Russia.’’® India needs to import 85% of its oil
needs, for which the top suppliers were typically Middle East countries (Iraq, Saudi Arabia,
UAE), West Africa and the US.”° This has completely changed in less than a year; in
October 2022, Russia became India’s largest oil supplier, with its share in total oil imports
rising from 2% prior to the war to 25% in January 2023."8° Moscow emerged also as Delhi’s
top supplier of fertilizer, which is not included in the Western sanctions. India’s oil
purchases came under scrutiny from Western countries calling on India to stop buying
discounted Russian oil, join the sanctions, and the price cap imposed recently. Indian
authorities, however, vehemently defend their purchases and present their unshakable
stand:

“We still buy only a quarter of what Europe buys in one afternoon. There is no
moral conflict. We don’t buy from X or Y. We buy whatever is available. The
government does not buy, it’s the oil companies which do the buying, where the
oil is the cheapest.” 8

“The oil import in the EU is six times what India has imported. We do not import
(gas) while the EU imported €50 billion worth (of gas). | understand that there
is a conflict situation (in Ukraine). | also understand that Europe has a point of
view. But for Europe to make choices which prioritizes its energy needs and
then ask India to do something else ... And bear in mind, today, Europe is buying
a lot (of crude oil) from the Middle East. The Middle East was traditionally a
supplier for an economy like India. So, it puts pressure on prices in the Middle
East as well.” 82

On the other hand, India’s bilateral trade with Ukraine amounts to four times less than with
Russia: $3.4 billion in FY 2021-2022, followed by a steep decrease to only $386 million from
April-November 2022.8 In our view, the tendencies of India’s bilateral trade with Russia
and Ukraine reveal what we have addressed previously in practical terms: the overall
position of Delhi regarding the conflict is a direct result of Delhi’s realist and pragmatic
foreign policy, which prioritizes national interests, chiefly economic and national
development as well as underlining the independence in its foreign policy. This can be,
furthermore, illustrated by statements of EAM Jaishankar:
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“Yes, | put the interests of the Indian public first. It is my duty to ensure that
when it comes to securing fuel, fertilizer, or food Indian public does not pay the
cost of some other countries’ actions or also some other regions’ actions. That
is the way that foreign policy should be conducted.”"%4

“..We have a range of interests and a range of partners. Obviously, we are trying
to maximize our gains..."8®

“It's better to engage the world on the basis of who we are, rather than try and
please the world as a pale imitation of what they are. This idea that others
define us, that we need to get approval somewhere — that is an era we have to
put behind us."8¢

What's more, India argues that it has been in talks to expand trade with Russia prior to the
war: “New Delhi and Moscow have been engaged in talks to expand trade relations much
before February 24”8 and that it helps secure prices of oil on the global market low.’8

For India, besides the conflict being an issue of principles and values, it also has practical
consequences of higher prices of energy, and food, inflation, and unrest in Asia and Africa.
Considering the food crisis, India imposed various protectionist measures and banned
wheat exports in May 2022, wheat flour exports in August 2022 (despite previous plans to
export 12 million tons compared to 8 million tons in 2021), and rice exports later in
September 2022 due to unexceptional droughts.™® In January 2023, the government also
raised additional levies on domestically produced crude and export of refined oil (diesel
and aviation turbine fuel — ATF) arguing that tax rates were cut in December 2022
(following a decline in global crude oil prices), but a rise in international oil prices since
then has necessitated an increase in a windfall tax.’®® Nevertheless, the government is
reviewing the windfall levies on crude oil every fortnight since July 1st, 2022.

Moreover, Delhi experiences substantive external pressure on the political and economic
level from it Western partners. However, according to the US deputy secretary of treasury,
Wally Adeyemo, there is no evidence of Indian companies circumventing imposed
sanctions.’' Despite the introduction of the international trade in Rupee by the Reserve
Bank of India in July 2022 and the government’s desire to expand trade and narrow a
ballooning deficit with Russia, Indian exporters are wary of shipping to Russia and only a
few transactions took place by now. %2 Some companies openly expressed their fears of
being sanctioned by the West and large Indian lenders are also reluctant to process direct
rupee trade transactions with Russia, months after the mechanism was put in place, also
for concerns of being sanctioned.’®

Apart from the aforementioned logic defining Delhi's stance on the Ukraine conflict,
interests of big Indian businesses also affect, to some extent, India’s behavior. Businesses
such as Mukesh Ambani’s yarn-to-petrochemicals conglomerate Reliance Industries and
Gautam Adani's ports-to-coal enterprise Adani Group are making huge profits from the
surge of global commaodity prices since the start of the war. Shares of Reliance and Adani
Group have risen significantly since February 2022.7°* Despite announcing huge
investments into green energy projects, the two hydrocarbon tycoons find it hard to turn
away from their mainstay businesses because of the current circumstances on global
markets. Although our view is that the government’s stance towards Russia’s war in
Ukraine is shaped mainly by its political, economic, and geo-strategic interests, several
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studies further demonstrate the link and personal ties between Prime Minister Modi and
these businessmen, with the government often bending its political will in their favor.1951%

On the domestic political level, there is no serious political contestation between the two
major parties, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and the Congress, in regard to the war. Only
a few Congress party members voiced unease:

"Russia is a friend ... but for India to go suddenly silent on it will be seen as a
disappointment by Ukraine and its friends. It does not reflect well when a
country like India who aspires for a UN Security Council seat goes completely
silent on internationally recognized principles ... Friends need to be told when
they are wrong."®”

In this case we can clearly observe that in Indian political circles Russia is strongly
perceived as an ally and a rounded partner.

Responses of the public, academia and media in India

The views and perceptions of the civil society, including leading public intellectuals and
media, to a great extent follow the government'’s line. However, academic circles are more
vocal about India’s likeliness in mediating the conflict. For instance, a well-established
academic and columnist, Raja Mohan, highlights potential Indian diplomatic contribution
to peacemaking and ending the conflict.’%®

A public survey conducted in India, moreover, shows that 72% Indians support giving refuge
to Ukrainians, 79% want India to avoid getting militarily involved, and 62% support India in
continuous diplomatic ties with Russia. Furthermore, only few Indians support economic
sanctions by India on Russia, the banning of oil and gas imports from Russia (ca. 40% for
both), and the provision of weapons to Ukraine (38%)."°° This reflects how overall
perceptions of civil society align very close to Delhi’s official policy narrative. The views on
Russia are mostly neutral and pragmatic due to close relations with Russia and overall
authority and support of populist governments represented by charismatic leaders.

Support initiatives for Ukrainian refugees do not translate much in practical terms. The
number of Ukrainians is negligible, and more accurate data will be released from UNHCR
only in the coming years. Most refugees in India are presently from Myanmar, Sri Lanka,
China (Tibet), and Afghanistan.??° Nevertheless, India has delivered several humanitarian
relief packages to Kyiv. In March 2022, India donated the first package to Ukraine via
Poland, and in the last six months dispatched eleven more consignments (approx. 97.5
tonnes) of humanitarian aid not only to Ukraine, but also to neighboring countries like
Romania, Moldova, Slovakia, and Poland.?’
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Impacts on the Indo-Pacific security architecture and the
relations with the EU

Regarding the role of the EU and its member states in the conflict, the Indian side maintains
its non-intervention principle and avoids comments on the reactions of other countries. For
Delhi, it is much more important to balance China and, if addressing other actors, it is for
the purpose of advocating its own position. This can be observed in statements by EAM
Jaishankar on the sidelines of the GLOBSEC 2022 Bratislava Forum, where he emphasized
Western hypocrisy and Eurocentrism:2%2

“Europe has to grow out of the mindset that its problems are the world’s
problems, but the world’s problems are not Europe’s problems. If | were to take
Europe collectively which has been singularly silent on many things which were
happening, for example in Asia, you could ask why would anybody in Asia trust
Europe on anything at all.”

“We have a difficult relationship with China, and we are perfectly capable of
managing it. If | get global understanding and support, obviously it is of help to
me, but this idea that | do a transaction — | come in one conflict because it will
help me in conflict two, that’s not how the world works. A lot of our problems in
China have nothing to do with Ukraine and have nothing to do with Russia. They
are predated.”

What's more, the importance of regional issues where India aims to project its own
ambitions, but at the same time where China plays a significant role, is obvious also from
openly refusing to choose one of the sides and accept the bipolar world view (the US vs.
China). In this light, India tries to hedge and balance China and further Sino-Russian
convergence, as well as to define its own place (with its growing assertiveness) in the
international arena and alter from others:

“This is a construct you're trying to impose on India. | don't think it's necessary
for India to join any axis. | am the fifth of the world’s population and the fifth
largest economy. | am entitled to make my own choices which will be a balance
of India’s values and interests. 2%

European countries and the US are still trying to pressure India to change its stance on
Russia.. However, the EU is aware that it will not reach an agreement with Delhi on this, and
the business continues as usual, focusing instead on bilateral trade, free trade agreements,
and climate funding. During Modi's official visit to Denmark, France, and Germany in May
2022, the European countries experienced India’s “sensitivity” in communicating positions
towards the Russian aggression. India paid close attention to the wording of the joint
communiqués so as not to indicate anything different from its neutral position towards
Russia. This can be observed in the joint communiques with Copenhagen,?%* Berlin,?% and
Paris.2%® Delhi, as usual, balanced the topic of Ukraine with the topic of Afghanistan,
criticizing mainly the consequences of a chaotic exit of Western powers. According to
Delhi, Europe has not responded to violations of the rules-based order in Asia for more than
ten years.
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What lies ahead?

In conclusion, India maintains its dominant position in South Asia and, at the same time, is
aware of its growing influence in the international arena, which simultaneously causes its
growing assertiveness. It defines itself as neutral in the conflict between Russia and
Ukraine and offers itself to be a mediator between both parties - although, so far, without
important results. Delhi's delicate balancing position is based on historical, and political-
economic ties with Moscow, which encompass Russian support of India on the Jammu
and Kashmir issue, and Russian military equipment and energy exports (mainly oil) to India.

Moreover, possible anti-Russian positions could strengthen Russia’s strategic partnership
with China, which is not in Delhi's interests. India’s strategic autonomy is, furthermore,
based on the policy of multi-alignment, which translates into geopolitical pragmatism,
prioritizing national interests, and maintaining good relations with all parties. Additionally,
authorities in India are counterbalancing the topic of Ukraine by highlighting the instability
in Afghanistan, which is considered equally serious and a direct consequence of the
chaotic withdrawal of the Western powers. On behalf of India’s current Presidency in G20,
the country has indicated its ambitions to bridge the two conflicting sides although
avoiding direct use of the word “mediator.”?’
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Indonesia: Maintaining the free-and-active
doctrine, staying cordial with Russia

Omar Rasya Joenoes

The Indonesian government still maintains its longstanding “Bebas-Aktif”
1 (“free-and-active”) foreign policy doctrine.

Russia still enjoyed strong support from the Indonesian public even
2 months after the war started, something Moscow publicly lauded not long
before the G20 summit in November 2022.

The EU’s engagements with Indonesia can still be improved by firstly
3 solving its low visibility problem in the archipelago.

The government’s response to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine

On the day of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, Indonesian President Joko Widodo called
for the war to be stopped immediately, without naming either side.?°® A day later, the
Indonesian Ministry of Foreign Affairs released a statement saying military action against
Ukraine is unacceptable, again without mentioning Russia, and imploring all sides involved
to cease animosity and exercise diplomacy to solve their conflicts.??® Nonetheless,
Indonesia later voted in favor of the UN resolution that condemned Russia’s attack on
Ukraine,?'® on top of the UN resolution to condemn Russia’s annexing four Ukrainian
regions in October 2022.2"

But Indonesia neither participated in the (predominantly) Western sanctioning of Russia
nor accepted the West's calls to disallow Russia from attending the G20 summit that it
hosted in November 2022. Jakarta tried, regardless, to mitigate the pressure by inviting
Ukraine to attend the event, as well.?’2 A possible reason might be that Indonesia was
aware how the West might react to its association with Russia. After all, one of Indonesia’s
concerns as the last G20 summit was approaching was whether its plan to buy Russian
crude oil would incite the US to sanction Indonesia.?'® Nonetheless, true to Indonesia’s
resolve, both Ukraine and Russia were present in the last G20 summit in some capacity.?'
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Political and economic determinants of the governmental view

Not long after Russia attacked Ukraine in February 2022, the deputy chairwoman of the
Indonesian Chamber of Commerce and Industry for International Relations, Shinta
Kamdani, explained that, compared to Indonesia’s trade with its neighbors in the Southeast
Asian region, Indonesia’s investment and export-import activities involving both Russia and
Ukraine remained proportionally miniscule. Both countries are, after all, not treated as
traditional trade and investment partners by the Indonesian business community.
Therefore, it would be relatively easy for Indonesia to diversify its export-import interests
disrupted due to the war from Russia or Ukraine if need be.?’> In comparison, the US, who
has been leading the Western-backed sanctions against Russia, remained one of
Indonesia’s three largest trading partners in 2022.2'¢ Thus, the strongest explanation as to
why Indonesia chooses to side with nobody in the ongoing conflict in Ukraine lies outside
the dimensions of trade and economy.

In understanding the Indonesian government’s decision to neither outright side with the
West in reacting to the current conflict nor blatantly side with Russia over its invasion of
Ukraine, the Indonesian foreign policy doctrine known as Bebas-Aktif (“Free and Active”)
must first be comprehended accordingly. Introduced in 1948 by then-Indonesian Vice
President Mohammad Hatta out of Indonesia’s desire to remain independent from aligning
with either the Western Bloc or the Eastern Bloc in the early days of the Cold War, the Bebas-
Aktif doctrine basically emboldens and compels Indonesia to exercise its own judgments
in responding to the dynamics of international politics without the influences of foreign
powers.2"?

This doctrine is still exercised today by the Indonesian government, including in Indonesia’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs response to the Kremlin's decision to invade Ukraine.?'® Ever
since Indonesia’s initial reactions, President Widodo visited both President Volodymyr
Zelensky in Ukraine and President Vladimir Putin in Russia in June 2022 to help both sides
find a peaceful solution, “among other things.”?'° These visits also saw Widodo contribute
aid to a Ukrainian medical facility while, at the same time, improving economic cooperation
with Russia.??? Widodo's visits have received compliments from the three largest political
parties in Indonesia: Partai Demokrasi Indonesia Perjuangan,??’ Golkar,??? and Gerindra.?*
Interestingly, after Indonesia adopted the aforementioned UN resolution condemning
Russia’s annexation of Ukrainian regions, Putin strongly hinted to Widodo, during a phone
call in late October 2022, that he was not going to attend the G20 summit, a piece of
information that Widodo said was understandable because of complicated global
affairs.??

The G20 summit in Bali under the Indonesian presidency itself produced a G20 Leaders’
declaration containing a paragraph that condemns Russia’s actions in Ukraine (after what
Widodo has described as an intense discussion), a declaration that was praised by both
the G20 countries condemning Russia and,??® surprisingly, even Russia itself.??® This
declaration was unexpected because, during Indonesia’s year-long presidency, the G20
ministerials leading up to the summit failed to produce a document of consensus.??’
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Academia, media, and civil society

Due to a historically embedded anti-communist stance in Indonesian society since the
1960s, Indonesia was once the Southeast Asian country with the worst perception of
Russia.??® Now, however, there is visible support toward Russia’s invasion of Ukraine from
many in the Indonesian public discussion,??® especially online. More concerning is the fact
that some Indonesian academics have adopted the Russian narrative against Ukraine, such
as it being a denazification process, in their articles and speeches to support what is still
being done to the Ukrainian people as of today. A prime example came in February 2022,
where, during an online discussion hosted by the National University about the conflict, a
presentation by a Russian observer called Ahmad Fahrurodji, from the University of
Indonesia, resulted in Vasyl Hamianin, the Ukrainian ambassador to Indonesia, call
Fahrurodji’s presentation a Soviet communist propaganda.?®

Prior to Russia’s invasion, the Indonesian public was not necessarily antagonistic toward
Ukraine; after all, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, a founding member of the United
Nations, was among the first entities to support Indonesia’s independence from Dutch
colonialism. Even Hamianin himself described Indonesia and Ukraine as old friends, whose
first interactions dated as far back as the late 19th century. Similarities between Ukraine’s
independence ideology and Indonesia’s core Pancasila ideology (the official and
foundational state philosophy of Indonesia) did not escape Hamianin's attention.?%

Additionally, while the relations between Indonesia and Russia improved after the end of
the New Order, a period from 1966 to 1998, when Indonesia was under the authoritarian
rule of President Soeharto and Indonesia’s relations with Eastern Bloc countries, such as
the Soviet Union and China, were either distanced or outright frozen. Cooperation between
Jakarta and Moscow in the defense and military dimensions started as far back as the late
1950s,2%2 but that does not truly explain why Russia is enjoying so much support from the
Indonesian public. Thus, to comprehend this significant change, the clock needs to be
rolled back to 2013, when the Kremlin deployed Russia Beyond as its premier media in
Indonesia (hamed RBTH Indonesia) to produce an image-transforming effort in Indonesian
eyes. The most common method to carry out such an effort is to draw comparisons
between Russia and Indonesia; for example, by producing content which reinforced both
countries’ anti-Western stance. This remains popular in Indonesia due to its past as a
colony of the Netherlands for 350 years (making it suspicious of Western influences) and
the purported injustice of the West's treatment of the Islamic world, from issues such as
Palestine or assumptions of Islamophobia.?3?

Another commonly repeated narrative is one linked to explaining “misperceptions about
the Russian People”, including one that “explained” how communism is now just another
part of Russian history, because communism is always a domestically sensitive topic in
Indonesia.?®* Perhaps most effectively of all, in a country where the Islamic identity is dyed-
in-the-wool and becoming increasingly more conservative,?®® is the content depicting
Russia as a friend to the Islamic world. Such messaging usually covers the lives of Russia’s
Islamic community, historical Islamic influences in Russian culture, and even explaining
the Burga ban or Russian Halal tourism.?3¢ This makes it easier for many Indonesians to
accept Russia as both a post-Communist state and an ally of Islam.?®” Interestingly, since
influencing the moderate Indonesian Muslims is seen as a way to gain Widodo's support
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toward a certain cause, both Kyiv and Moscow have tried to court Indonesia’s Nahdlatul
Ulama (NU), the world's largest moderate Islamic group, in early March 2022.2%

Moving forward, another less flashy but nonetheless vital role that RBTH Indonesia has
assumed is as a provider for scholars to study Russia-related content on its active website
or social media. This made studying in Russia a more accessible option for the Indonesian
people.?®® Even the aforementioned Fahrurodji was a recipient of a Russian scholarship,
which may explain why he (and many Indonesian academics like him) could comfortably
repeat Russian propaganda in a public discussion. Also, Russian studies programs in
Jakarta and Bandung are funded by Moscow, while experts on Russia (or Eastern Europe
in general) who can counter the Kremlin's narrative in Indonesia remain scarce, making it
even easier for Moscow to frame its narrative in Indonesia.?*? Unsurprisingly, Indonesia’s
refusal to diplomatically isolate Russia did not escape Russian eyes.?*' The support of the
Indonesian public toward Russia even trounces the heartfelt pleas of their fellow
Indonesian citizens living in Ukraine, such as Nani Agustin, whose compassionate appeal
for support fell on deaf ears in a comment section on Youtube.?*?

Impacts on the Indo-Pacific security architecture and the
relations with the EU

Indonesia realizes that China is its pivotal trading partner, while the US and its allies can
provide a way to curb China’s expansionist ambitions, especially in the South China Sea.?*?
Due to their history of meddling in Indonesian internal affairs, and their rivalry in what is
basically Indonesia’s backyard, however, Indonesia does not trust either China and the US
completely, so an isolated Russia is not in Indonesia’s best interest. Nonetheless, concerns
over American sanctions did stop Indonesia’s plan to purchase fighter jets from Russia in
late 2021,%** so, as far as the defense and security dimensions go, it is conceivable that
Indonesia will have to find new partners soon, especially since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
exposed Moscow’s weapons shortage and many other problems.?4°

Interestingly, France, a leading EU member state, has recently approached Indonesia from
the defense and security dimensions with great successes. In 2021, France signed a
Defense Cooperation Agreement (DCA) with Indonesia.?*¢ This DCA, by itself, is a massive
victory for French diplomacy in the Indo-Pacific because it is, at the time of writing, the only
one of its kind that Indonesia has with a European partner. Then, in February 2022, Paris
continued its winning streak by securing a $8.1 billion deal to sell 42 French Rafale fighter
jets to Jakarta, even more notable since it was accomplished following the AUKUS debacle
in 2021 and Indonesia’s cancellation of its plan to purchase Russian fighter jets Su-35.247
Indonesia itself now considers France to be a core strategic partner within the geopolitical
and geostrategic dimensions.?*® With such a statement coming from what is essentially
Asia’s biggest geopolitical prize,?*° it is difficult to argue that France’s recent strategic
successes with Indonesia should not serve as an inspiration for the EU in starting to
improve its approaches within the world’s largest archipelago or as an example that can
be followed by other EU member states, such as Germany, Italy, and Spain, while naturally
keeping the common EU position in mind.?%°

Moving on, helping Jakarta address Indonesia’s concerns is an area where the EU could
and should come in, because Indonesia views the EU highly favorably at the global level.?%
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However, while Indonesia is favorable towards the EU, as an alternative partner, its
perceived weak strategic identity means it suffers from low visibility in Indonesia, which
mostly knows the EU from its interactions with its individual member states instead of it
as one singular entity. This means many Indonesians know fairly little about the EU and
commonly see it as a flimsy international actor. It stands to reason then that the EU should
accrue its soft power engagements with Indonesia properly,?5? and Brussels can start by
settling its ongoing palm oil dispute with Jakarta.?>® Brussels can also help Jakarta in
addressing Indonesia’s pervasive forest fires.2>* With forest fires also becoming tangible
problems across Europe, especially in 2022,5° the time is ripe for the EU to prevent
wildfires together with Indonesia.?*® The EU, in this regard, can follow what it had already
done with Australia and build a Geospatial based Environment for Optimisation Systems
Addressing Fire Emergencies (GEO SAFE) project with Indonesia. Similar to how it is with
Australia,?®” this project should allow both Jakarta and Brussels to interchange
experiences, ideas, and knowledge regarding the prevention of forest fires via remote
sensors and satellite data that shall bolster the expansion of innovative tools and methods
development. This will enable a unified decision support system to augment resources for
adeptly handling any wildfires in the coming times. If the EU can help Indonesia tackle this
problem, which has been hounding Indonesia for decades,?*® Brussel’s reputational stock
should decidedly increase in the eyes of Jakarta. Furthermore, with Indonesia now
assuming the ASEAN chairmanship in 2023,2%° elevating Brussel's engagements with
Jakarta could see the EU's reputation as an alternative partner also improve in the eyes of
Southeast Asians more generally.

What lies ahead?

Indonesia’s Bebas-Aktif doctrine is the nucleus of Jakarta's foreign policy,?° so, even as it
traverses an Indonesian public supportive of Russia and the dynamics caused by a
competition between great powers in the Indo-Pacific, Indonesia will not align exclusively
with only one side of the global politics equation. But it will always be open to cooperation,
including with an alternative partner such as the EU.

As to how the relations between Indonesia and Russia will proceed next, it is important to
point out that, in early October 2022,%" Indonesia and Russia conducted further
discussions on how to increase their ties. Additionally, Russia was the first country to
donate to Indonesia following an earthquake in Cianjur, West Java, in late November
2022.262 |t is, thus, safe to conclude that, aside from potential changes in the defense and
security dimensions, their partnership will likely remain unaltered for the foreseeable
future.
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Malaysia: A neutral and non-aligned government,
an apathetic public

Omar Rasya Joenoes

The Malaysian government decided to exercise its longstanding neutral
1 and non-aligned foreign policy in the ongoing Russian war in Ukraine,
which will see little to no change under new Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim.

Although Russian President Vladimir Putin is still mostly viewed positively
2 by the Malaysian public, it is largely apathetic toward the developments of
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

The European Union (EU) should observe the ongoing conflict's spillover
3 effects on Malaysia to bolster its engagements in Malaysia and maybe
even in the Indo-Pacific eventually.

The government’s response to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine

In early March 2022, only days after Malaysia voted in favor of a UN resolution condemning
Russia over its actions in Ukraine, the then Malaysian Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah
announced that Malaysia would not impose sanctions on Russia, unlike neighboring
Singapore. Instead, he called for a ceasefire and dialogue as the preferred means to solving
this matter.263

Interestingly, when Russia asked Malaysia to supply it with semiconductors in April 2022
(in no small part due to the fact that Malaysia contributed to at least 7% of global
semiconductor sales),?* Datuk Bala Chandran Tharman, Malaysia's envoy in Moscow,
answered that Malaysia would consider fulfilling Russia’s request, despite the risks of
running afoul of Western-backed sanctions on Russia.

Not long after, Saifuddin explained that, while Tharman’s statement was taken out of
context, Malaysia’s ties with Russia remained unchanged. He added that Kuala Lumpur
only recognizes sanctions on any country if they come from a resolution adopted by the
United Nations General Assembly, since Malaysia respects and abides by its resolutions.?%°
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Political and economic determinants of the governmental view

It is difficult to argue that Malaysia’s stance regarding the ongoing conflict in Ukraine is
driven by trade and economic dimensions. Malaysia’s trade volume with Russia is
nanoscopic: only 0.5% of total imports and merely 0.33% of total exports.?%® Trade between
Malaysia and Ukraine is even smaller.26”

Therefore, in understanding the reactions of the Malaysian government and Malaysian
academics toward Russia’s ongoing war in Ukraine, it is important to acknowledge that
neutrality is a guiding concept within the Malaysian foreign policy framework.

Firstly, it guides Malaysia to live up to the political expectations of its public; pro-
Malay/Islamic and anti-colonialist interests, such as supporting the Palestinian cause.

Secondly, it drives Malaysia to ascertain regional stability; it prefers the non-interference
principle of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to keep big powers and
their allies out of the region.

Thirdly, it steers Malaysia to evade any form of alignment with big powers and so-called
“imperialists”. As such, any foreign alignment for Malaysia always depends on its needs.
After Malaysia became newly independent in 1957, for instance, it recognized the
immediate importance of having a security guarantee and joined the defense pact with
Britain, New Zealand, and Australia, as a loyal member of the Commonwealth.

However, after witnessing how some countries around it fell prey to big powers during the
Cold War, Malaysia embraced a non-interference preference and demonstrated its
neutrality by deciding to join the Non-Aligned Movement, instead of the Southeast Asia
Treaty Organization (SEATO) that was largely influenced by the US. It was able to hence
focus on bolstering its local economy.?68 Malaysia’s resolve to remain neutral regarding
Russia and Ukraine has also been reiterated by Saifuddin, months after the invasion
started.?®®

Academia, media, and civil society

The Malaysian government’s reaction to Russia’s aggression in Ukraine has been justified
by Malaysian academics such as Chandra Muzaffar, a political scientist, who explained
that Malaysia is internationally non-aligned and, thus, has no onus to adhere to the West's
official position. He also mentioned that Russia would not have considered attacking
Ukraine in the first place had NATO not continued its expansion after Russia abolished the
Warsaw Pact, leading Russia, according to his view, to genuinely worry over its border
security. Other Malaysian academics who considered Malaysia’s stance to be in
accordance with its neutral and non-aligned foreign policy included Hoo Chiew-Ping, a
senior lecturer of Strategic Studies and International Relations at Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia, and Ibrahim Suffian, co-founder of Merdeka Centre.?”°

According to a study published by Ipsos Malaysia on April 27th, 2022, the majority of
Malaysians feel that a war between two Western countries in Europe is of no concern to
Malaysians and that the third biggest economy of Southeast Asia should avoid bothering
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itself with such matters. Rather than helping the Ukrainians, the study discovered that the
majority of Malaysians considered it more appropriate for Malaysia’s money to be spent
on domestic recovery efforts of the local economy following the COVID-19 pandemic. Ipsos
also revealed that only around 49% of Malaysians paid attention to the ongoing conflict. In
comparison, 89% of Japanese, 76% of Indians, and 66% of South Koreans paid attention to
the development of the conflict.?”!

Be that as it may, it is interesting to note that Malaysia is not necessarily without a pro-
Russia crowd who, online at least,?”? not only blamed NATO expansion for the war,?”2 but
also adopted Russian propaganda in framing Russia’s invasion of Ukraine as a
denazification process. This portion of Malaysian society finds commonality with Russian
President Vladimir Putin, owing to their dislike toward the Western world and Russia’s
effective diplomacy in the Islamic world that makes it look like Russia is more tolerant of
Muslims in comparison to the West.?’4 An example of such diplomacy took place even in
Malaysia, where an international photo exhibition called ‘Traditions of Islam in Russia’ was
held months after Russia attacked Ukraine.?’5

Since Russia is also seen as an alternative “superpower” option that is capable of standing
up against Western neo-colonialism and influence (conveniently neglecting the Russian
imperialistic actions), it appears that a number of Malaysians still sees the world as black-
and-white: a struggle between the noble Eastern superpowers, good but often wrongfully
accused, and the evil Western imperialists, corrupt yet powerful.?’6 This anti-Western
sentiment itself is something that Putin has attempted to kindle among Asian leaders.?””
Indune 2022, Pew Research Centre released the result of an international survey: of the 18
countries polled, Malaysians had the highest confidence in Putin’s actions on “doing the
right thing” regarding world affairs. Some 6 out of 10 Malaysians (or around 59%) favor
him, and nearly half of Malaysians (47%) had a favorable response towards Russia.?’®
Interestingly, prior to the invasion itself, Malaysia’s partnership with Ukraine was relatively
normal, especially since Malaysia was among the first countries to acknowledge the
independence of Ukraine.?’”° However, after the invasion, the pro-Russia crowd in Malaysia
often accused Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky of provoking Russia into attacking
it first and mocking him as a “clown”, courtesy of his former career as a comedian.?°

Impacts on the Indo-Pacific security architecture and the
relations with the EU

On July 25th, 2022, prior to assuming Kuala Lumpur’s highest office, Anwar Ibrahim stated
that Malaysia will still exercise its neutral and non-aligned foreign policy under his
leadership. But even he is unable to undermine the importance of having Malaysia engage
properly with great powers, such as the EU, the US, and especially China, as partners in the
economy and education sectors in current world affairs.?®' It is important to note,
nonetheless, that neither Anwar’s statement, nor the fact that Russia is closely allied with
China,?®? negates Malaysia’s general wariness of China. Malaysia would loathe to become
financially dependent on and ultimately subservient to China. Longstanding cultural
reasons are also at play; Malaysia’s historic conflict with a communist insurgency gave
birth to antipathy to anything approximating communism in Malaysia.
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It certainly does not help China’s image that many Malaysians still regard China as a
communist state even to the present time, aside from the persisting anti-Chinese
sentiments from the Malay grassroots, who fear being replaced by the ethnic Chinese
within Malaysia. On top of this history, Beijing's aggressiveness in the South China Sea and
mistreatment of the Uyghur Muslims further damaged China’s image among
Malaysians.?®® The latter is particularly notable because, despite China’s effort in image
rebuilding,?8* the Uyghurs still enjoy strong support from Malaysia.?®> Malaysia remains
likewise cautious about the US and lending institutions, such as the International Monetary
Fund (IMF).286

It is such these concerns that the EU should pay close attention to in order to boost its
standing in Malaysia, particularly regarding the developments related to the ongoing EU-
Malaysia dispute over palm oil and the resumption of talks over a free trade agreement
between Brussels and Kuala Lumpur.?8” 288 |t is now up to the EU to seize the chances
present in Malaysia, including the ones caused by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Malaysia’s
new prime minister, Anwar, is known to many policymakers in Brussels.

To begin with, Russian invasion of Ukraine has disrupted Malaysia’s supply chains,
reducing economic growth,?®® and in the Malaysian power generation industry, which is
under pressure due to the domino effect caused by increasing fuel prices attributable to
the Kremlin’s aggression.?®® The latter is particularly relevant to Malaysia's renewable
energy aspirations because,?' by focusing on renewable energy, Malaysia wants to
transition toward a low-carbon future. Through the Tenaga Nasional Bhd (TNB), the
Malaysian government has been retiring selected coal plants ahead of schedule and using
new green technology to recharge fossil-fired power plants. In reacting to rising costs in
fuel and other electricity generators, TNB has also actively explored other potential energy
sources, such as biofuel, solar, and hydro. However, while TNB has a clear renewable
strategy, it lacks the technological availability and costs to realize its ambitions.?°?

The EU could use this chance to accept that many elements of its European Green Deal
(the EU's comprehensive strategy to achieve greenhouse neutrality) can be promptly
applied to the Indo-Pacific region,?*® for example, by repeating its October 2022 green
energy partnership success with Morocco in Southeast Asia. On October 18th, 2022, the
EU and Morocco consolidated their cooperation to fight climate change, conserve
biodiversity, and protect the environment by launching the EU-Morocco Green Partnership.
Being the first Green Partnership Brussels signed with a partner country, it was meant to
expand the European Green Deal’s external dimension via groundwork application and
serve as a bridge for further cooperation between Europe and other African partners.?%*
Nonetheless, the adjustments which are important in the Green New Deal, such as
agreements related to improving the resilience of supply chains and energy generation,?*®
are also relevant to Malaysia’s aforementioned green economy aspirations. On top of it,
green economy just so happens to be the EU-Morocco Green Partnership’s main thematic
axes, which is wonderful, for the EU and Malaysia already support the green economy
together, so improving their partnership to a point where the EU could directly contribute
to one of Malaysia’s long-term green energy aspirations should bode well for Brussel's
stocks in Kuala Lumpur.2®® The EU could even use its success with Morocco in promoting
this project to Malaysia, since both are Islamic countries with a long history and a success
in one can influence a success in another.??’
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This could be the opportunity for Brussels to realize that, by listening to the governments
of the member states of ASEAN, the EU can learn of areas in which it can contribute
meaningfully, in a complementary manner to regional initiatives such as China’s Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI), and eventually provide balance to existing security frameworks (such
as the Quad and AUKUS) by ensuring the existence of security goods. This, in turn, will
allow the EU to lead the way in including both the US and China in creating a comprehensive
security order to maintain comity and understanding in the Indo-Pacific region and ideally
pre-empt a situation not unlike what is happening in Europe, courtesy of the Kremlin.

What lies ahead?

Malaysia’s neutral foreign policy will ensure that it sides with neither Russia nor Ukraine in
their conflict.2%® While the Malaysian public may not care much about the ongoing war,?*°
the EU could nonetheless pay attention to the invasion’s spillover effects on Malaysia to
explore how Brussels could seize the opportunities presenting themselves to improve its
standings in Kuala Lumpur and beyond.

While several ASEAN member states, such as Myanmar, Thailand, and Vietnam, have
exhibited signs of trying to nurture closer relations with Russia even after its invasion, there
did not seem to be any sign that Malaysia would follow such a path, due to the fact that the
Malaysian trade volume with Russia was fairly low in the first place. Also, according to
Daniel Thomas from the Institute of Strategic and International Studies, the amount of
military hardware Kuala Lumpur purchased from Moscow (including 18 Sukhoi SU-30MKM
that makes up the foundation of Malaysia’s air force combat fleet) is ultimately rather
insignificant compared to its aforementioned neighbors.3% Add Anwar Ibrahim’s previous
statement that illustrates his intention of maintaining Malaysian foreign policy of neutrality
into this equation, and it is difficult to imagine Malaysia having a change of heart regarding
its views on Russia,®! or anybody else, any time soon.30?
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ASEAN,

Singapore, Vietnam and the rest of

Southeast Asia;: No common views on Russia’s

war

Alfred Gerstl

A~ Lo N

Even though respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity are key
principles of ASEAN, the organization refuses to criticize Russia for
severely violating these principles. This reaction, though, is consistent
with ASEAN’s diplomacy (ASEAN Way).

Singapore is the only Southeast Asian nation that unequivocally
condemns Putin’s war, while also imposing sanctions on Russia. This hard
stance reflects the importance of international law and a rules-based
order for the vulnerable city-state.

Cambodia, the ASEAN Chair in 2022, and the Philippines also regularly
criticize Russia’s war against Ukraine. Cambodia’s stance demonstrates
that it is a gross oversimplification to portray the war as a confrontation
between authoritarian and democratic systems.

Historically close relations between Russia and Vietnam, notably in
defense, make it difficult for Hanoi to criticize Moscow. In line with its
hedging strategy, it is aware that it also needs Western support which acts
as a counterweight for becoming too close to Russia.

Myanmar’s ruling junta supports Russia diplomatically. The country’s
permanent representative to the United Nations, who does not represent
the junta, voted in favor of the Russia-critical UN resolutions.

The immediate responses of ASEAN, Singapore, and Vietnam

On March 2nd, 2022, nine of the eleven Southeast Asian nations voted in New York in favor
of the United Nations General Assembly resolution demanding the immediate end of the
Russian military operations in Ukraine; only Laos and Vietnam abstained. Already, on
February 26th, the foreign ministers of the 10 members of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) had released a statement on Russia’s unlawful and unjustified
invasion of Ukraine. The foreign ministers stated that they “are deeply concerned over the
evolving situation and armed hostilities in Ukraine”. In typical ASEAN speech, they called
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“on all relevant parties to exercise maximum restraint and make utmost efforts to pursue
dialogues through all channels, including diplomatic means to contain the situation, to de-
escalate tensions, and to seek peaceful resolution (...).” The foreign ministers stressed that
they “believe that there is still room for a peaceful dialogue to prevent the situation from
getting out of control.” They added: “For peace, security, and harmonious co-existence to
prevail, it is the responsibility of all parties to uphold the principles of mutual respect for
the sovereignty, territorial integrity and equal rights of all nations.”3%

In light of ASEAN's traditionally cautious diplomatic approach, embedded in its realpolitik
conduct of international relations, this weak statement that did not even mention Russia
by name is not astonishing (see below). More surprising was the strong condemnation of
the 2022 ASEAN Chair Cambodia. Prime Minister Hun Sen criticized Russia’s “act of
aggression”, speaking of an invasion.3%* In late 2022, the criticism became weaker, but
Cambodia trains Ukrainian experts on how to remove Russian landmines.2% Also critical
of Russia is the Philippines. Even former President Rodrigo Duterte who initially sought
closer relations with Moscow condemned Russia.?% The US-friendly administration of
President Marcos jr., in office since June 2022, remains critical of Russia.3’

Not surprising was the strong immediate reaction of Singapore — a small and vulnerable
city-state — a few hours after the war started. A spokesperson of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs stated that “Singapore strongly condemns any unprovoked invasion of a sovereign
country under any pretext. We reiterate that the sovereignty, independence and territorial
integrity of Ukraine must be respected. (...)."308

Since February 24th, 2022, Singapore has been very consistent in its wording.So, too, has
Vietnam. The communist regime and long-term partner of Russia has so far not criticized
Moscow for its actions. Hanoi's statements are strongly in line with the cautious ASEAN
wording. A clear pattern is that Vietnam regularly expresses its belief that all disputes shall
be resolved by peaceful means in line with international law and the UN Charter, “especially
the principle of respect for countries’ independence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity”.3°
The latter can be read as an indirect and very concealed criticism of Russia. But without
taking sides, Vietnam urges both Russia and Ukraine to cease hostilities and engage in
dialogue.®'° The communist regime, though, is also aware that for the implementation of
its hedging strategy it needs Western partners. Thus, it cannot fully snub Western criticism
of its stance on the war.

Political and economic determinants of the official positions

In December 1978, during the height of the Cold War, Vietnam invaded Cambodia, resulting
in the ousting of the genocidal Khmer Rouge regime. However, instead of highlighting this
beneficial outcome, the then five ASEAN members (Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines,
Singapore, and Thailand) condemned Vietnam for violating the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of a smaller country. Since the establishment of ASEAN in 1967, these principles
and the renunciation of aggression and of the threat of or use of force are deeply enshrined
in all ASEAN documents and policies. In the case of the criticism of Vietnam, a contributing
factor was that the communist and authoritarian-ruled country was regarded as an enemy.
The end of the Cold War and the withdrawal of the Vietnamese troops from Cambodia in
1989 prepared the ground for Vietnam'’s admission to ASEAN in 1995.
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In light of ASEAN's ‘Vietnam experience’, the regional bloc’s lack of criticism of the more
powerful Russia violating the sovereignty and territorial integrity of its smaller and weaker
neighbor (Ukraine) seems illogical and inconsequential. Moreover, Moscow is only an
important strategic, defense, and economic partner for Vietnam, but not for the other
ASEAN members or ASEAN itself. However, ASEAN and its members need to consider the
close relations between Russia and China. Southeast Asian criticism of Moscow could be
interpreted by China as suggesting a political leaning towards the US.

The main explanation for the Southeast Asian states’ cautious reactions to Russia’s war
are their foreign policy strategies, notably the hedging strategies which ASEAN and the
majority of the Southeast Asian nations apply.3"" The foremost strategic aim of the
Southeast Asian (and many Indo-Pacific) nations is to avoid being forced to side either with
the US or China. Rather, they seek friendly relations with both superpowers, while also
engaging other major players, such as Japan, India, Australia, South Korea, the EU or, in
some cases, Russia. According to this strategy, these omnidirectional political, economic,
and defense relations provide insurance against dependence on a single great power.
Moreover, a key characteristic of ASEAN’s diplomacy, the so-called ASEAN Way, is that
countries that violate international or regional norms are never publicly named and
shamed. Therefore, ASEAN'’s response to Russian President Vladimir Putin’s unprovoked
and unjustified war is in line with the organization’s policies.

With its clear and ongoing criticism of Russia, Singapore stands out in Southeast Asia: It is
the only staunch critic of Russia’s war who also imposed targeted sanctions against
Moscow. Accordingly, it finds itself on Moscow’s enemy list, even though the sanctions are
limited to the control of the export of military and technological goods and financial
measures targeting Russian banks, entities, and activities, and fund-raising activities which
benefit the Russian government.3'2

Singapore is a small city-state. The ruling People’s Action Party (PAP) has even created an
ideology of survival, not least to justify its hold on power in the semi-democratic system.%3
Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan warned of the “completely unacceptable precedent”
set by Russia’s breach of international law, describing it as an “existential issue for us”.3'4
Accordingly, during his talks with US President Joe Biden at the White House in March
2022, Singaporean Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong explained: “Our actions [i.e., the
condemnation of Russia] are based on principles that are fundamental to our survival and
existence as an independent, sovereign nation.” Furthermore, he added: “The war in the
Ukraine has implications for the Asia-Pacific. There are potential flashpoints and
contentious issues in our region too, which, if not managed well, could escalate to open
conflict.”®'> Another motive for vocally condemning Russia’s war is Singapore’s fear of
secondary US sanctions.

Traditionally, the war-torn Vietnam is Russia’s closest partner in Southeast Asia. The
mutual friendship, dating back to the Cold War, limits Hanoi’s room of maneuver to criticize
Moscow. The communist regime follows a “nuanced approach”,2'¢ aiming to neither fall
out of favor with Russia nor the West. In official statements, the need for self-restraint and
dialogue are highlighted, without taking sides.®"” In personal discussions, Vietnamese
diplomats claimed that they need more information to understand the conflict situation.
They also pointed out that smaller nations must respect the strategic and security interests
of greater powers — “a smaller state living next to a giant neighbor should avoid becoming
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a battlefield of great power conflict.”3'® However, notwithstanding this realpolitik stance,
Vietnam pursues a robust hedging strategy towards China and takes a clear stance in the
South China Sea dispute: Hanoi is a vocal proponent of international law and emphasizes
the need to maintain a rules-based order in the Indo-Pacific.®'®

There is a small Viethamese minority in Ukraine. Immediately after Russia’s invasion, Hanoi
set up a hotline for countrymen in need.®?° However, the fate of the overseas Vietnamese
had no direct impact on Vietnam's stance towards Russia.

ASEAN's trade with Russia amounted to almost $20 billion in 2021, an increase of 34%
compared with 2020. Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, the Philippines, and
Vietnam are its main regional trade partners. Russia-ASEAN trade peaked in 2014 at $23
billion, yet Russia is only the ninth largest trade partner of ASEAN. The Southeast Asian
nations import mainly mineral fuels, mineral oils, and products of their distillation (a 51.6%
share in 2020), iron and steel (14.7%), fertilizers (7.3%), and cereals (6.1%). Russia is even
less important as an investor: just $63.2 million in 2021.3%

Vietnam signed a free trade agreement with the Russian-dominated Eurasian Economic
Union (EEU) in 2016. Since then, trade and investments have increased. In 2021, Vietnam
had a trade deficit of $1.3 billion with Russia, importing mainly coal briquettes, hot-rolled
iron, and pig meat. Singapore records a similar trade volume with Russia of approximately
$2.4 billion. It also has a trade deficit with Moscow ($600 million). It mainly imports refined
and crude petroleum as well as raw nickel.322 The economic relations with Ukraine are even
less developed. Ukrainian trade with Vietnam and Singapore was worth just $579 million
and $217 million, respectively, in 2020. Ukraine is, however, a significant source of cereals
(9.2% of ASEAN’s import share).

While Russia is not a major economic player in Southeast Asia, it is the largest weapons
exporter, although that value decreased since 2014, amounting to only $89 million in 2021.
As lan Storey points out, the war will make it more difficult for Russia to export arms since
the Russian army requires them. Other obstacles include export sanctions and the
reputational damage Russian weapons suffered in the war.3? It can, therefore, be expected
that many nations, including Moscow’s key defense partner Vietnam, will reduce their
imports from Russia. However, Vietham, Malaysia, and other countries rely on spare parts
for submarine vessels or fighter jets in the near future. Conversely, Myanmar, facing
Western sanctions, is likely to deepen its defense collaboration with Russia.

Responses of the public, academia and media in Southeast
Asia

Pro-Russian and pro-Putin narratives resonate among many Southeast Asian citizens,
notably in Vietnam. However, due to the country’s authoritarian system and the strong
censorship it is difficult to get an accurate picture of public opinion. On the one hand, social
media is full of praise of strongman Putin. On the other hand, netizens criticize the illegal
war and its brutality.3?* Due to the censorship, there are also no widespread reports from
Vietnamese citizens living in Ukraine on social media, which would provide a more accurate
picture of the war.
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About one year after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the opinions of the majority of the
Southeast Asian citizens have not changed much: “While a consensus view is that Moscow
breached international law with its offensive, any support for Ukraine is tempered by the
belief that the war is distant (...)".32° According to an Ipsos survey, 60% of the respondents
in Thailand, 54% in Malaysia, 48% in Indonesia, and 44% in Singapore agreed with the
statement “The problems of Ukraine are not our business, and we should not interfere”.326
The respondents showed concern about rising fuel and commodity prices.

According to the most recent “State of Southeast Asia Survey”, a poll of “elite” opinion
conducted by ISEAS - Yusof Ishak Institute, 47.9% of the Southeast Asian respondents are
very concerned and 35% somewhat concerned about Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Most
concerned were respondents in the Philippines (93.9% very and somewhat concerned),
Vietnam (90.4%), Indonesia (89.3%), and Singapore (87.5%); in Malaysia 79.8% showed
concern. Strikingly, only 51.6% of the Southeast Asian respondents strongly approve or
approve of their government'’s reaction to the war; 31.3% remain neutral, and 17.1% strongly
disapprove or disapprove of their governments’ response. Most opposed are the
respondents in Thailand (45.2%), Vietham (23.5%), Myanmar (20%), and the Philippines
(19.2%).3%7

According to the respondents, the most serious impacts of the war on Southeast Asia are
the increased energy and food prices causing economic hardship (58.3% on ASEAN level)
and the erosion of trust in a rules-based order and the violation of national sovereignty
(25.9% on ASEAN level). In regard to the latter, the highest rate of concern was uttered in
Singapore (40.9% of the respondents), Vietnam (32.4%), and Laos (31.8%).

Impacts on the Indo-Pacific security architecture and the
relations with the EU

Russia’s war did not fundamentally change the general security situation in Southeast Asia
and the Indo-Pacific. Rather, it strengthened existing patterns and put unresolved disputes
in the spotlight. For ASEAN, upholding the rules-based, inclusive, and multilateral order in
the Indo-Pacific is of utmost importance — and so is the acknowledgement of its regional
centrality in the Indo-Pacific.3®8 The majority of the multilateral forums and dialogue
mechanisms, the base of the rules-based regional order, were all established by ASEAN,
notably the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) and the East Asia Summit (EAS). Verbally, all
partners, including China and the US, endorse ASEAN'’s centrality because so far they
benefit from the ASEAN-led mechanisms. ASEAN plays the role of an honest broker, aiming
to mediate compromises between the great powers.

If either China or the US becomes the regional hegemon allowing it to dictate the rules of
the game, the need of a mediator would be eliminated. Another risk for ASEAN's centrality
is the increasing bi- and minilateral collaboration in the realm of security, as it could
undermine the significance of the multilateral security architecture with the ARF at its core.

ASEAN's foreign policy — despite the Political-Security Community, the organization has no
common foreign and security policy — is also undermined by its members’ policies. They
are independent in their foreign policy and seek closer defense and security relations with
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regional and non-regional partners, foremost the US and Japan, but also India, Australia,
South Korea, and European nations.

ASEAN and the EU have closely cooperated since the 1970s; since 2022 they are strategic
partners, emphasizing the shared principles of a rules-based order, effective and
sustainable multilateralism, and free and fair trade.3?° The rules-based order is especially
at risk in the South China Sea - a dispute where ASEAN and many Southeast Asian nations
are welcoming a stronger European role. Specifically, they seek stronger EU statements in
support of the award of the Arbitral Tribunal of the Permanent Court of Arbitration in
2016.330 China'’s refusal to accept the award, according to which Beijing’s nine-dash line is
invalid, demonstrates how difficult it is to defend international law against the will of a
great power. Strong supportive EU statements at ASEAN-led forums, but also at the United
Nations and other international organizations, will at least ensure that the award will not
be forgotten in the international arena.

Ensuring maritime security is crucial for the region, but also the EU. About one third of
European trade passes through the South China Sea. However, unlike the US, the EU lacks
the naval capacity to conduct Freedom of Navigation Operations (FONOPs) to challenge
China’s claims in the South China Sea. Only France, possibly with the inclusion of ships or
personnel from other EU countries, can do so. However, whether a European FONOP or the
participation in a FONOP led by an Indo-Pacific nation other than the US would increase the
EU’s standing in the region, is questionable. In particular, as the littoral states aim to reduce
the military tensions in the South China Sea.

Turning a weakness into a strength, one view uttered by European diplomats is that the EU
could forfeit military means in the region, clearly focusing on promoting international law,
dialogue, and mediation. Whether adopting a solely non-military approach to resolve the
tensions in the South China Sea, which are mainly caused by China’s assertiveness, is the
most logical conclusion drawn from Russia’s war against Ukraine, though, seems in light
of the Cold War logic and the arms race in the Indo-Pacific not very promising.

However, lacking hard power, right now, the EU is, indeed, better suited to using diplomatic
and technical support to uphold the existing multilateral structures, notably through
cooperation with ASEAN. In many East Asian countries, and in particular in Southeast Asia,
the EU is viewed positively as a normative power. In 2023, 23% of the Southeast Asian
respondents showed trust in the EU to provide leadership to maintain the rules-based order
and uphold international law. The US, though, scores higher with 27.1%, while only 5.1%
view China in such a role.3¥' A representative survey conducted in 15 Indo-Pacific countries
also reveals a favorable view of the EU, but the perceptions of the US are even more
positive. Interestingly, the views on China are overall less critical than in the ISEAS
survey.332
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What lies ahead?

Russia’s war against Ukraine has not changed the security landscape in Southeast Asia.
However, it sheds further light on the negative impacts of the geostrategic competition
between China and the US on ASEAN, and the smaller nations in the region. It has also
reinforced the importance of upholding peace, stability, and a multilateral rules-based order
in Southeast Asia in general and in the South China Sea in particular. The failure of the
international community to pressure Moscow to end the war should also raise questions
in Southeast Asia about how the (volatile) regional order can be defended in case of a
conflict. ASEAN must ask itself self-critically whether the cautious ASEAN way is still an
appropriate means of resolving a crisis and ensuring ASEAN'’s regional centrality.

Regarding Russia’s war against Ukraine, neither ASEAN nor Vietnam nor Singapore will
change their stance and rhetoric in the immediate future. Unlike Singapore, ASEAN and
Vietnam perceive that their national interests are better served when not taking sides in
this conflict. Neither ASEAN nor any Southeast Asian government will play an active role in
mediating peace or a ceasefire. The political, diplomatic, and humanitarian support for
Ukraine and its citizens will also remain limited, as the war is, despite its direct economic
and indirect strategic impacts, viewed as a European problem.
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Conclusion: The EU's role in the Indo-Pacific amid
the Russian war against Ukraine

Alfred Gerstl

The stability of the multilateral security and economic order in the Indo-
1 Pacific is at risk. It is undermined by the Sino-US rivalry, but also by
bilateral and minilateral security initiatives.

While the strategic competition between China and the US in the Indo-

2 Pacific region reduces the strategic leeway of other players, the hedging
strategies of many Indo-Pacific countries offer the EU and other regional
and non-regional actors structural incentives to play a stronger role in the
region.

Despite its considerable economic power, the influence of the EU on the

3 strategic and security landscape in the Indo-Pacific will remain severely
limited. Unless the EU will be able to project more hard power, it will
remain a niche player.

The Global Gateway Initiative is the most promising means for the EU to
4 deepen the relations with the Indo-Pacific nations, as the region needs
more investments in infrastructure and connectivity.

The EU faces the dilemma that its values-based foreign policy, aiming to
promote democracy and human rights, can reduce Brussel's realpolitik
influence in East Asia and the Indo-Pacific where most of the regimes are
semi-democratic or authoritarian.

The impacts of Russia’s war on the Indo-Pacific security
architecture

Russia’s war against Ukraine has made the world, including the economically dynamic
Indo-Pacific region, an even more unsafe place. The war signals the return to geopolitics
and hard power politics, and has set alarm bells ringing in many East Asian and Indo-Pacific
countries. The Indo-Pacific is a vast region already rich in tensions and conflicts, ranging
from the unresolved Taiwan issue and the territorial disputes in the South and East China
Sea to North Korea, in addition to many bilateral conflicts, such as between India and China,
and India and Pakistan. The fear that a violent conflict could break out in the highly-
militarized region and have incalculable consequences has increased.
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After Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, politicians and academics were quick in drawing
parallels between Russia and China, most notably China’s rising assertiveness towards
Taiwan and in the South China Sea. After all, a major power with nuclear arms and a
permanent seat on the UN Security Council launched an attack against one of its weaker
neighbors, violating the fundamental principles of sovereignty and territorial integrity.333
These norms underpin the regional order in East Asia and are deeply enshrined in the DNA
of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).334

The Indo-Pacific governments are usually staunch defenders of sovereignty, territorial
integrity, and non-interference. Nevertheless, only a handful of countries unequivocally
condemned Moscow's aggression and imposed sanctions on Russia, following the lead of
the US and the EU: Japan and Singapore stand out, while South Korea reacted more
cautiously, and ASEAN and other Southeast Asian nations hid behind empty diplomatic
phrases. In South Asia, despite ongoing Western pressure, India has not condemned
Russia. Like China, it did not stop its oil and gas imports from Moscow. However, not even
China has wholeheartedly supported its partner Russia. The only strong diplomatic support
for Russia in East Asia comes from dictatorial regimes in Myanmar (albeit not its UN
representative who opposes the junta) and North Korea. These different reactions,
however, are not surprising, since they are in line with the previous stance of the respective
governments towards Russia.

As the individual chapters of this study revealed, the war in Ukraine and its impacts on
international security and economic development, including food insecurity and rising
inflation, have raised concerns in the Indo-Pacific and contributed to the individual
countries’ position on Russian aggression. Yet, all in all, Russia’s aggression has not
fundamentally altered the security landscape and the underlying regional dynamics,
namely the Sino-US rivalry. However, it is likely that the distrust with which many Indo-
Pacific nations regard China’s rise will further increase,®® further reinforcing the Cold War
2.0 situation in the Indo-Pacific. Thus, Russian President Vladimir Putin’s war functions as
a catalyst. This is also because Russia’s overall influence in the Indo-Pacific is
comparatively low. Russia may be a significant weapons provider for the region, but
whether it will remain so after the end of the war is open to speculation. It is an important
economic partner for only a few countries, notably India and Vietnam.

The countries in the region did not alter their foreign policy and security strategies since
the start of the war. For instance, Japan's efforts to strengthen its defense capabilities
started already under late Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in the last decade. Already in 2014,
the fear of a Chinese invasion of Taiwan was a key driver for the reinterpretation of Article
9 of the constitution.®3 It allows Japan, in some instances, to exercise the right of
collective self-defense and support allied forces, if they were attacked. The recent security
agreement between Japan and the Philippines, including joint military exercises and
stronger interoperability, confirms a longer trend in the bilateral relations, t00.%% It is,
however, extremely significant, not least because of the Philippines’ geographic location in
the South China Sea and proximity to Taiwan. Moreover, even though new Philippine
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. allowed the US, its traditional ally, access to more military
bases in his country, the defense collaboration remained close even during the reign of his
predecessor, Rodrigo Duterte.338
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Another trend that started before Russia’s war against Ukraine was the establishment of
minilateral security mechanisms, such as the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad;
consisting of Australia, India, Japan, and the US) and AUKUS (Australia, the United
Kingdom, and the US). Both are predominantly concerned with China’s increasing
assertiveness and rising military capabilities and are, therefore, viewed critically by Beijing.
To appease Beijing, nations willing to join the Quad in the form of Quad Plus, notably
Vietnam, but potentially also the Philippines, are currently focused on non-security
collaboration. The EU follows a similar approach, offering cooperation in less sensitive
policy areas, especially climate change, technology, and vaccines. Nevertheless, the
increasing bi- and minilateral collaboration threatens to undermine the existing, ASEAN-led
structures, in particular in the realm of security (the ASEAN Regional Forum).33°

This trend goes hand in hand with the increased likeliness that defense spending will
further increase. There is also the risk that if the nuclear threat from North Korea cannot
be reduced, South Korea and Japan will opt for building nuclear weapons.34° Both have the
knowhow and capacities to do so rather quickly.

The EU’s limited agency in the Indo-Pacific

The majority of the Indo-Pacific countries aim to maintain their strategic autonomy and
avoid being forced to sideline either with China or the US. Most of them pursue a so-called
hedging strategy.®*' This strategy offers other actors, foremost Japan, India, Australia,
South Korea, but also the EU, opportunities to deepen the bilateral relations and play a
stronger role in the region. They are welcomed as additional political, economic, and
security partners in order to reduce the dependency on the two superpowers and assemble
potential balancing partners. On the other hand, a hedging strategy also motivates some
countries (such as India) to maintain relations with Russia, which is sometimes seen as a
potential counter-balance to rising Chinese power.

In its Indo-Pacific strategy, published in September 2021, the EU regards itself as a
stakeholder in this region. The strategy was adopted comparatively late when compared
to Japan, Australia, India and the US.3*? It follows the more detailed national strategies of
France, Germany, and the Netherlands.®*® The EU strategy correctly states the geo-
economic and geopolitical importance of the Indo-Pacific, not least for Europe, but also the
wide range of traditional and non-traditional security risks it is home to. It emphasizes the
need to uphold the multilateral, inclusive, and rules-based regional order. To achieve this
aim, it endorses ASEAN's regional centrality (ASEAN established and leads the majority of
the existing multilateral structures and forums) and seeks deeper cooperation with the
regional organization, but also other like-minded nations.3*

However, even though the regional security and economic architecture is under stress,
Brussels fails to address in detail the underlying reason for the challenges multilateralism
and cooperation face in the Indo-Pacific: the Sino-US rivalry and how it impacts on the EU’s
role and influence in the region.®*® Strikingly, the Indo-Pacific strategy offers China, in a
general way, cooperation and avoids criticism of Beijing. Even though the Indo-Pacific
strategy and the China strategy of 2019 are complementary, there is a stark contrast to
how China is viewed in both. In the China strategy, the PRC was for the first time portrayed
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as a partner, (economic) competitor, and “a systemic rival promoting alternative models of
governance” 346

The existing means of the EU to promote its strategic interests in the region are severely
limited. Due to the consensus principle, decisions made under the frame of the Common
Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) automatically reflect the lowest common denominator.
As already stated above, the EU is not a military power, as no EU army exists. Lacking
military power projection capabilities, the EU is, unlike the US, not a security provider in the
Indo-Pacific. Compared to Japan, the usually favored “third partner” behind the US and
China, the agency and influence of the EU will in the near future also remain limited. Tokyo
can offer the Indo-Pacific states a much more credible defense cooperation. However, the
EU has taken first steps: The plan on “Enhancing EU Security Cooperation in and with Asia”
from May 2018 seeks closer dialogue and consultations with India, Indonesia, Japan,
Singapore, South Korea, and Vietnam. The main areas are maritime, cyber security, and
non-proliferation.

More specific and far-reaching offers, though, can and should be made by individual EU
member states. France, after Brexit the only military heavyweight in the EU, has
permanently deployed military troops in the Indo-Pacific where it has territories. Moreover,
since 2016, Paris “has mobilized support for a European presence with annually rotating
forces which have expanded with participation from a growing number of countries. Rather
than overt deterrence of China, the effort is more broadly intended to protect a rules-based
regional security architecture through cooperation with Indo-Pacific partners.”®# In
addition, France is engaged in arms deals. In 2022, it sold 42 Rafale fighter jets to
Indonesia, a small consolation prize for the fiasco of the failed submarine deal with
Australia in 2021.

In the last two years, Germany has launched some symbolic gestures to demonstrate a
stronger security interest in the region. In 2021/22, a German frigate sailed through the
South China Sea and made, inter alia, port calls in India, Singapore, and Vietnam. In 2022,
Berlin sent 13 fighter jets to the Indo-Pacific, specifically via Singapore to Australia to join
maneuvers. Other EU members could be included in such limited but nevertheless highly
visible activities, demonstrating to partners in the region that Europe is politically willing to
become more engaged in the Indo-Pacific.

Logical partners are Indonesia, Malaysia, and Singapore, which play leading roles in
ASEAN. Economically and strategically Vietnam is another crucial actor, which also follows
a hedging strategy, actively seeking additional partners to China and the US. Despite the
limitations the Sino-US rivalry brings with it, it also opens opportunities for the EU and the
EU member states to deepen the relations with Indo-Pacific nations, at least in certain
policy areas. A possible EU contribution to mitigate the territorial disputes in the South
China Sea has been discussed in the chapter on China; therefore the situation in the Taiwan
Strait and the Korean peninsula should be addressed.
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Taiwan and North Korea

Chinese President Xi Jinping has never ruled out using military force to achieve the
“reunification” of Taiwan.3*® Fears of a secret agreement between Russia and China to
attack Ukraine and Taiwan, respectively, did not become reality. Taiwan benefits from the
increased scrutiny under which China’s policies towards the island came since February
24th, 2022. Taiwan demonstrated strong support for Ukraine as well as Ukraine’s
neighbors. It strongly benefits from its unambiguous support for democracy and human
rights at home and abroad. Moreover, the strong and ongoing Western support for Ukraine
surprised both Russia and China. This reaction needs to be calculated in any Chinese plan
to use force against Taiwan.

Even though the EU should not end its “One China policy”, there is considerable leeway to
deepen economic, cultural, and civil society relations with the self-ruled island without
upsetting the PRC disproportionately. Central Eastern Europe nations, such as the Czech
Republic, Lithuania, Poland, and Slovakia, are in this regard a vanguard from which other
EU members and the EU can learn.®*° Closer EU-Taiwan relations would show China that it
would have to pay a high price in the event of an invasion of Taiwan.

The policy tools of the EU to mitigate the tensions on the Korean peninsula are extremely
limited. Brussels should uphold its critical dialogue with the North Korean regime, putting
emphasis on the human rights situation and non-proliferation. In addition, the EU should
support any multilateral initiative to resolve the conflict.

The Global Gateway Initiative as means to promote the EU’s
influence

The trend of cooperation with selected or like-minded countries, rather than a whole region,
is not only visible in defense matters but also in trade and economics. The Comprehensive
and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) brings together China-
critical nations under the leadership of Japan, Australia, and Vietnam.3® The membership
of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Cooperation (RCEP) partly overlaps, as it
includes ASEAN, Japan, and Australia, but also China. India’s late refusal to join the RCEP
due to domestic concerns strengthened Beijing’s position in the cooperation, as the other
nations lost a strong counterweight against China.

In May 2022, the Biden administration launched the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for
Prosperity (IPEF). Even though it is still very vague, it demonstrates to the Indo-Pacific
nations (and not least China) that the US is, after President Donald Trump’s bilateral
approach, eager to revive multilateralism. The EU, however, is not a member of any of the
major free trade agreements. Even worse, it is currently not even engaged in multilateral
negotiations to create a regional agreement, for instance, with ASEAN, focusing on a
bilateral approach instead. As the difficulties with the ratification of the trade agreement
with Mercosur shows, the reluctance on European and national level to negotiate and ratify
such large agreements is very high. Trade agreements between the EU and individual
countries (recently concluded with Singapore and Vietnam), however, do not strengthen
the regional trade architecture. The failure to conclude regional agreements undermines
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the ability of the EU to promote strong social, environmental, and human rights standards.
Its role as international norm- and standard-setter is, therefore, impaired.

For the EU, the currently most pragmatic and realistic means to project its influence
globally and in the Indo-Pacific is the Global Gateway Initiative. This ambitious initiative is
not only restricted to infrastructure and connectivity but includes the sectors digital,
climate and energy, transport, health, and education and research. In a combined Team
Europe approach, more than €300 million should be mobilized, with the Indo-Pacific being
one of the main geographic areas.®' The EU already agreed to cooperate closely with the
G7, chief among them the US and Japan. Joining forces will help avoid competition and
overlaps and increase the attractivity of the Western initiatives vis-a-vis China's Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI). These actors regard the BRI with distrust, both in Europe (16+1) and
abroad.

According to Jagannath Panda, the Global Gateway Initiative offers the EU “an opportunity
to promote its values and sustainability vision in a tangible and lasting way by increasing
cooperation on economic and social infrastructure projects. Amidst a global environment
of distrust when it comes to China, the EU must build active action via Global Gateway with
other democratic actors.”%? However, democracies are a rare species in the Indo-Pacific,
and the semi-democratic and authoritarian regimes are much more in need of
infrastructure development. Reasonable compromises with non-democratic regimes are,
therefore, required, without compromising on the EU’s key principles.

Obstacles for the EU's values-based foreign policy

A complex bundle of international and domestic factors, including the respective relations
with Russia, but also the US and China, is responsible for the Indo-Pacific governments’
stance and policies towards Russia and Ukraine. The democratic nature of a political
system contributes to a more critical view of Russia, but is not the only factor. Moreover,
in a region where the majority of regimes are not democratic, it is not helpful for the West
to portray opposition to Russia’s war and the competition between the United States and
China primarily as a conflict between democratic and authoritarian systems.

The EU has a political obligation to defend the liberal order, democracy, and human rights
as well as a moral duty to promote the cause of Ukraine in its foreign policy and relations
with other nations. However, the Indo-Pacific nations, and not least ASEAN, are sensitive
in regard to real or perceived interference in their domestic affairs and unsolicited
instructions. While frank and open discussions between European and Asian diplomats
about the war in Ukraine and the respective reactions to Russia’s aggression are legitimate
and standard practice in diplomacy, more forceful attempts to persuade the Asian
governments to criticize Moscow or join the sanction regime are counterproductive. The
governments may feel pressured too much to side either with the West or Russia (and
China), in particular as the US and Japan already aim to convince many nations to take a
stronger stance in the war. Moreover, the threat of the US imposing secondary sanctions
on countries undermining the Western sanctions against Russia is already a strong signal.

For the EU and many of its member states, the promotion of human rights and democracy

is an important aspect of their foreign policy and reflected in their identity and national
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values. Europe, though, must be aware that many non-democratic regimes in the region
regard the values-based European foreign policy with skepticism. Most of them are not, in
principle, opposed to the European approach, but object to the frequency and the often
lecturing tone of European politicians and diplomats. Southeast Asian diplomats often cite
the example of the Western criticism on the gross human rights violations in Myanmar in
the early 2000s, but also on ASEAN's inability to resolve the situation. Western diplomats
even boycotted some meetings with ASEAN-led forums when Burmese representatives
were present. From an Asian point of view, this behavior was thought to be hypocritical and
undermined the overall cooperation, in particular as ASEAN lacked the power to influence
the junta in Myanmar, exactly as it does today.3>® Civil society organizations have, of
course, much more favorable views on democratic and human rights values than
authoritarian governments. Consequently, the EU should strengthen the track 1.5 and 2
diplomacy with these actors.

What lies ahead?

The Sino-US competition for power and influence will remain the key line of conflict in the
international relations of the Indo-Pacific in the upcoming decades. All other powers need
to adjust their strategies to mitigate the negative impacts of this rivalry and the insecurity
it causes. As many Indo-Pacific nations follow a hedging strategy, they also seek to obtain
benefits from the two superpowers. The EU benefits from the political openness of these
nations towards cooperation in politics, security, and economics.

On the positive side, the EU is not regarded as a military threat to any Indo-Pacific nation.
It projects its power and influence through economic and infrastructure initiatives, and
through the promotion of good governance and rule of law. It is, therefore, also well
respected as a normative power contributing to upholding the rules-based order and
international law. However, the lack of its capability to resort to hard power challenges the
EU’s ability to contribute to resolving a violent conflict. It also undermines the EU’s strategic
autonomy in international relations, notably vis-a-vis the US and China, whose dominance
builds both on hard and soft power.

A strong and credible EU contribution to the defense of regional order in the event of a
major attack is due to its limited hard power difficult to imagine. However, defense and
security cooperation of individual members, such as France and Germany, could partly
compensate for the lacking security involvement of the EU. All in all, though, the
engagement of the EU, but also of individual member states with the Indo-Pacific nations,
must be credible, reliable, and comprehensive. To lay a strong base for this cooperation,
the strategic and economic significance of the Indo-Pacific for Europe should be explained
to the European citizens in even more detail.

In addition to bilateral relations, the EU should aim to further deepen and institutionalize
the multilateral Europe-Asia bonds in close dialogue with ASEAN and other key
stakeholders, identifying areas of common interest but also contested issues which need
to be resolved. In order to avoid duplication, the initiatives and structures should be
promoted under the frame of the existing, ASEAN-led mechanisms. It may be overly
optimistic, but a joint EU-ASEAN dialogue offensive, modeled after the former Conference
on Security and Cooperation (CSCE) could at least bring China and the US to the negotiating
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table and ensure a continuous dialogue and exchange to resolve the most pressing security
risks in the Indo-Pacific.

The EU’s Indo-Pacific strategy of 2021 can only be a first step in the necessary endeavor
to define the European interests in the region in a more ambitious, comprehensive and
concise manner. Further needed is the development of sound instruments to implement
the strategy and related policies in a way that benefits both European and Indo-Pacific
citizens.

Mixed reactions to the Russian war against Ukraine in the Indo-Pacific:
Views of governments and civil society 66



Endnotes

Qin, Gang. ‘Chinese Ambassador: Where We Stand on Ukraine’. Washington Post, 16 March 2022.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/03/15/china-ambassador-us-where-we-stand-in-
ukraine/.

T H

Kireeva, Anna. ‘The Limits to Russia and China’s “No Limits” Friendship’. East Asia Forum, 22 March
2022. https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2022/03/23/the-limits-to-russia-and-chinas-no-limits-friendship/.
Ni, Vincent. ‘China Denies It Asked Russia Not to Invade Ukraine during Winter Olympics’. The Guardian,
3 March 2022, sec. World news. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/mar/02/china-russia-
invade-ukraine-winter-olympics-beijing. Wong, Edward, and Julian E. Barnes. ‘China Asked Russia to
Delay Ukraine War Until After Olympics, U.S. Officials Say’. The New York Times, 2 March 2022, sec. U.S.
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/02/us/politics/russia-ukraine-china.html.

Wei, Lingling. ‘Beijing Weighs How Far to Go in Backing Putin on Ukraine’. Wall Street Journal, 16
February 2022, sec. World. https://www.wsj.com/articles/beijing-weighs-how-far-to-go-in-backing-putin-
on-ukraine-11645050771. Nakazawa, Katsuiji. ‘Analysis: Ukraine Crisis Throws China’s Top 7 Leaders
into Disarray’. Nikkei Asia, 3 March 2022. https://asia.nikkei.com/Editor-s-Picks/China-up-
close/Analysis-Ukraine-crisis-throws-China-s-top-7-leaders-into-disarray.

Wang, Yi. ‘Wang Yi Expounds China'’s Five-Point Position on the Current Ukraine Issue’, 26 February
2022. https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/zxxx_662805/202202/120220226_10645855.html.

Nouwens, Meia. ‘China’s Difficult Balancing Act in Russia—Ukraine Crisis’. IISS, 4 March 2022.
https://www.iiss.org/blogs/analysis/2022/03/chinas-difficult-balancing-act-in-russia-ukraine-crisis.

Reuters. ‘China Says Friendship with Russia Is “Rock Solid”. Reuters, 7 March 2022, sec. World.
https://www.reuters.com/world/china-says-friendship-with-russia-is-rock-solid-2022-03-07/.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China. Xi Talks with Putin Over Phone’. 15 June
2022. https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/zxxx_662805/202206/t20220615_10703804.html.

The Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation. ‘Leaders of the State Duma Factions Met with
Chairman of the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress’. The State Duma. Accessed 13
January 2023. http://duma.gov.ru/en/news/55208/.

Kuo, Mercy A. ‘China’s Ukraine Response Is All About the US (Not Russia)’. The Diplomat, 31 December
2022. https://thediplomat.com/2022/04/chinas-ukraine-response-is-all-about-the-us-not-russia/.

Le, Yucheng. ‘Acting on the Global Security Initiative To Safeguard World Peace and Tranquility’, 6 May
2022. https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/wjbxw/202205/t20220506_10682621.html.

Kardskov4, lvana, Alicja Bachulska, Una Aleksandra Bérzina—éerenkova, Tinkara Godec, Liisi Karindi,
Andreea Leonte, Vladimir Shopov, Agnes Szunomar, and Matej Simal&ik. ‘Backing Russia on Ukraine:
China’s Messaging in Central and Eastern Europe’. Prague, Czech Republic: Association for International
Affairs (AMO), 2022.

Tiezzi, Shannon. ‘Is China Breaking With Russia Over Ukraine?' The Diplomat, 17 September 2022.
https://thediplomat.com/2022/09/is-china-breaking-with-russia-over-ukraine/.

Chestnut Greitens, Sheena. ‘China’s Response to War in Ukraine’. Asian Survey 62, no. 5-6 (21 October
2022): 751-81. https://doi.org/10.1525/as.2022.1807273.

Gillespie, Tom. ‘Ukraine Invasion: China Abstains from Voting on UN Security Council Resolution
Condemning Russia’. Sky News, 26 February 2022. https://news.sky.com/story/ukraine-invasion-china-
abstains-from-voting-on-un-security-council-resolution-condemning-russia-12551720.

Bottolier-Depois, Amelie. ‘China Abstains in UN Security Council Vote on Russia’s Annexations of
Ukraine’. Hong Kong Free Press HKFP, 30 September 2022.
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/10/01/china-abstains-in-un-security-council-vote-on-russias-
annexations-of-ukraine/.

Feng, John. ‘China Votes With Russia As UN Security Council Smacks Down Ukraine Motion'.
Newsweek, 24 March 2022. https://www.newsweek.com/china-russia-ukraine-humanitarian-vote-
united-nations-security-council-1691308.

Mixed reactions to the Russian war against Ukraine in the Indo-Pacific:
Views of governments and civil society 67


https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/03/15/china-ambassador-us-where-we-stand-in-ukraine/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/03/15/china-ambassador-us-where-we-stand-in-ukraine/
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2022/03/23/the-limits-to-russia-and-chinas-no-limits-friendship/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/mar/02/china-russia-invade-ukraine-winter-olympics-beijing
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/mar/02/china-russia-invade-ukraine-winter-olympics-beijing
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/02/us/politics/russia-ukraine-china.html
https://www.wsj.com/articles/beijing-weighs-how-far-to-go-in-backing-putin-on-ukraine-11645050771
https://www.wsj.com/articles/beijing-weighs-how-far-to-go-in-backing-putin-on-ukraine-11645050771
https://asia.nikkei.com/Editor-s-Picks/China-up-close/Analysis-Ukraine-crisis-throws-China-s-top-7-leaders-into-disarray
https://asia.nikkei.com/Editor-s-Picks/China-up-close/Analysis-Ukraine-crisis-throws-China-s-top-7-leaders-into-disarray
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/zxxx_662805/202202/t20220226_10645855.html
https://www.iiss.org/blogs/analysis/2022/03/chinas-difficult-balancing-act-in-russia-ukraine-crisis
https://www.reuters.com/world/china-says-friendship-with-russia-is-rock-solid-2022-03-07/
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/zxxx_662805/202206/t20220615_10703804.html
http://duma.gov.ru/en/news/55208/
https://thediplomat.com/2022/04/chinas-ukraine-response-is-all-about-the-us-not-russia/
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/wjbxw/202205/t20220506_10682621.html
https://thediplomat.com/2022/09/is-china-breaking-with-russia-over-ukraine/
https://doi.org/10.1525/as.2022.1807273
https://news.sky.com/story/ukraine-invasion-china-abstains-from-voting-on-un-security-council-resolution-condemning-russia-12551720
https://news.sky.com/story/ukraine-invasion-china-abstains-from-voting-on-un-security-council-resolution-condemning-russia-12551720
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/10/01/china-abstains-in-un-security-council-vote-on-russias-annexations-of-ukraine/
https://hongkongfp.com/2022/10/01/china-abstains-in-un-security-council-vote-on-russias-annexations-of-ukraine/
https://www.newsweek.com/china-russia-ukraine-humanitarian-vote-united-nations-security-council-1691308
https://www.newsweek.com/china-russia-ukraine-humanitarian-vote-united-nations-security-council-1691308

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China. 2023. ‘China’s Position on the Political
Settlement of the Ukraine Crisis’. 24 February 2023.
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/zxxx_662805/202302/t20230224_11030713.html

Wright, George, and Jaroslav Lukiv. 2023. ‘Ukraine war: Zelensky wants Xi Jinping meeting following
China's peace plan’. BBC News, 25 February 2023. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-64762219

Ebbighausen, Rodion. ‘What Is China’s World Order for the 21st Century?’. Deutsche Welle, 29 July 2022.
https://www.dw.com/en/what-is-chinas-world-order-for-the-21st-century/a-54368354.

Qin, Gang. ‘Chinese Ambassador: Where We Stand on Ukraine’. Washington Post, 16 March 2022.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/03/15/china-ambassador-us-where-we-stand-in-
ukraine/.

Christoffersen, Gaye. ‘Central Asia over a Decade: The Shifting Balance in Central Asia between Russia
and China’. The Asan Forum (blog), 30 November 2022. https://theasanforum.org/central-asia-over-a-
decade-the-shifting-balance-in-central-asia-between-russia-and-china/.

Kuo, Mercy A. ‘China’s Ukraine Response Is All About the US (Not Russia)’. The Diplomat, 31 December
2022. https://thediplomat.com/2022/04/chinas-ukraine-response-is-all-about-the-us-not-russia/.

Chiang, Min-Hua. ‘Why China Is Not All-In on Supporting Russia’. The Heritage Foundation, 3 October
2022. https://www.heritage.org/global-politics/commentary/why-china-not-all-supporting-russia.

Ciurtin, Horia. ‘The Enemy of My Friend Remains My Friend: China’s Ukraine Dilemma’. China Brief 22,
no. 11. https://jamestown.org/program/the-enemy-of-my-friend-remains-my-friend-chinas-ukraine-
dilemma/.

Berlinger, Patrik. ‘Ukraine War Exacerbates Famine in the Global South’. Helvetas, 1 April 2022.
https://www.helvetas.org/en/switzerland/how-you-can-help/follow-us/blog/Other/Ukraine-War-
Exacerbates-Famine-in-the-Global-South.

Chang, Gordon G. ‘China’s Behind-the-Scenes Role in Ukraine War'. Newsweek, 14 March 2022.
https://www.newsweek.com/chinas-behind-scenes-role-ukraine-war-1687575.

Huang, Tianlei, and Nicholas R. Lardy. ‘China Is Too Tied to the Global Economy to Risk Helping Russia’.
Peterson Institute for International Economics, 15 March 2022. https://www.piie.com/blogs/realtime-
economic-issues-watch/china-too-tied-global-economy-risk-helping-russia.

Cheng, Evelyn. ‘China’s Inflation Is Far Lower than U.S. Inflation. But Chinese Feel the Pinch Anyway'.
CNBC, 14 September 2022. https://www.cnbc.com/2022/09/14/chinas-inflation-is-far-lower-than-the-
us-why-locals-still-feel-price-pressures.html.

Borrell, Josep. ‘On China’s Choices and Responsibilities’. European Union External Action, 6 April 2022.
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/china%E2%80%99s-choices-and-responsibilities_en.

Stoltenberg, Jens. ‘Press Conference by NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg Ahead of the
Meetings of NATO Ministers of Foreign Affairs on 6 and 7 April 2022". NATO, 5 April 2022.
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohqg/opinions_194325.htm.

Al Jazeera. “Gigantic Mistake”: Biden Warned China’s Xi over Aiding Russia’, 31 December 2022.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/9/19/gigantic-mistake-biden-warned-chinas-xi-over-aiding-
russia.

Chestnut Greitens, Sheena. ‘China’s Response to War in Ukraine’. Asian Survey 62, no. 5-6 (21 October
2022): 751-81. https://doi.org/10.1525/as.2022.1807273. Huang, Tianlei, and Nicholas R. Lardy. ‘China
Is Too Tied to the Global Economy to Risk Helping Russia’. Peterson Institute for International
Economics, 15 March 2022. https://www.piie.com/blogs/realtime-economic-issues-watch/china-too-
tied-global-economy-risk-helping-russia.

Chiang, Min-Hua. ‘Why China Is Not All-In on Supporting Russia’. The Heritage Foundation, 3 October
2022. https://www.heritage.org/global-politics/commentary/why-china-not-all-supporting-russia.
Huang, Tianlei, and Nicholas R. Lardy. ‘China Is Too Tied to the Global Economy to Risk Helping Russia’.
Peterson Institute for International Economics, 15 March 2022. https://www.piie.com/blogs/realtime-
economic-issues-watch/china-too-tied-global-economy-risk-helping-russia.

Chestnut Greitens, Sheena. ‘China’s Response to War in Ukraine’. Asian Survey 62, no. 5-6 (21 October
2022): 751-81. https://doi.org/10.1525/as.2022.1807273.

Sun, Wenting. ‘Division of Chinese Opinion on Russia-Ukraine War: Analyzing Key Actors’ Strategic
Framing on Weibo'. European Journal of Law and Political Science 1, no. 5 (14 December 2022): 48-56.
https://doi.org/10.24018/ejpolitics.2022.1.5.45.

Mixed reactions to the Russian war against Ukraine in the Indo-Pacific:

Views of governments and civil society

68


https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/zxxx_662805/202302/t20230224_11030713.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-64762219
https://www.dw.com/en/what-is-chinas-world-order-for-the-21st-century/a-54368354
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/03/15/china-ambassador-us-where-we-stand-in-ukraine/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/03/15/china-ambassador-us-where-we-stand-in-ukraine/
https://theasanforum.org/central-asia-over-a-decade-the-shifting-balance-in-central-asia-between-russia-and-china/
https://theasanforum.org/central-asia-over-a-decade-the-shifting-balance-in-central-asia-between-russia-and-china/
https://thediplomat.com/2022/04/chinas-ukraine-response-is-all-about-the-us-not-russia/
https://www.heritage.org/global-politics/commentary/why-china-not-all-supporting-russia
https://jamestown.org/program/the-enemy-of-my-friend-remains-my-friend-chinas-ukraine-dilemma/
https://jamestown.org/program/the-enemy-of-my-friend-remains-my-friend-chinas-ukraine-dilemma/
https://www.helvetas.org/en/switzerland/how-you-can-help/follow-us/blog/Other/Ukraine-War-Exacerbates-Famine-in-the-Global-South
https://www.helvetas.org/en/switzerland/how-you-can-help/follow-us/blog/Other/Ukraine-War-Exacerbates-Famine-in-the-Global-South
https://www.newsweek.com/chinas-behind-scenes-role-ukraine-war-1687575
https://www.piie.com/blogs/realtime-economic-issues-watch/china-too-tied-global-economy-risk-helping-russia
https://www.piie.com/blogs/realtime-economic-issues-watch/china-too-tied-global-economy-risk-helping-russia
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/09/14/chinas-inflation-is-far-lower-than-the-us-why-locals-still-feel-price-pressures.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/09/14/chinas-inflation-is-far-lower-than-the-us-why-locals-still-feel-price-pressures.html
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/china%E2%80%99s-choices-and-responsibilities_en
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/opinions_194325.htm
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/9/19/gigantic-mistake-biden-warned-chinas-xi-over-aiding-russia
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/9/19/gigantic-mistake-biden-warned-chinas-xi-over-aiding-russia
https://doi.org/10.1525/as.2022.1807273
https://www.piie.com/blogs/realtime-economic-issues-watch/china-too-tied-global-economy-risk-helping-russia
https://www.piie.com/blogs/realtime-economic-issues-watch/china-too-tied-global-economy-risk-helping-russia
https://www.heritage.org/global-politics/commentary/why-china-not-all-supporting-russia
https://www.piie.com/blogs/realtime-economic-issues-watch/china-too-tied-global-economy-risk-helping-russia
https://www.piie.com/blogs/realtime-economic-issues-watch/china-too-tied-global-economy-risk-helping-russia
https://doi.org/10.1525/as.2022.1807273
https://doi.org/10.24018/ejpolitics.2022.1.5.45

36

38

39

40

4

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

Wen, Wang, “Why Do Many Chinese Sympathize With Russia in the Ukraine Conflict?,” The Diplomat,
March 18, 2022. https://thediplomat.com/2022/03/why-do-many-chinese-sympathize-with-russia-in-
the-ukraine-conflict/.

37 Repnikova, Maria. Deciphering Chinese media discourse on the Russia-Ukraine war. Interview by
Joyce Chan. China Media Project, 29 June 2022.
https://chinamediaproject.org/2022/06/29/deciphering-chinese-media-discourse-on-the-russia-ukraine-
war/.

Wang, Wen. ‘Why Do Many Chinese Sympathize With Russia in the Ukraine Conflict?’. The Diplomat, 18
March 2022. https://thediplomat.com/2022/03/why-do-many-chinese-sympathize-with-russia-in-the-
ukraine-conflict/.

Leonard, Mark. ‘Ukraine’s War Viewed from China’. Project Syndicate, 29 July 2022.
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/china-view-of-russia-war-in-ukraine-by-mark-leonard-
2022-07.

Sun, Wang, Xu et al. 2022, as cited in Garets Geddes, Thomas des. ‘Chinese Debates on Ukraine + EU-
Indo-Pacific Forum + Strategic Dependency’. Mercator Institute for China Studies, 3 March 2022.
https://merics.org/en/merics-briefs/chinese-debates-ukraine-eu-indo-pacific-forum-strategic-
dependency.

Wang, Yi. ‘China Proposes a Six-Point Initiative for Preventing Humanitarian Crisis in Ukraine’, 8 March
2022. http://nz.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/zxgxs/202203/t20220320_10653550.html.

Geng, Shuang. ‘Remarks by Ambassador Geng Shuang at the UN Security Council Briefing on the
Humanitarian Issue in Ukraine’, 7 September 2022. http://un.china-
mission.gov.cn/eng/chinaandun/securitycouncil/202209/t20220908_10763699.htm.

Wang, Yi. ‘China Proposes a Six-Point Initiative’, 8 March 2022. http://nz.china-
embassy.gov.cn/eng/zxgxs/202203/t20220320_10653550.html.

Quoted in Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China. ‘President Xi Jinping Holds a
Virtual Summit with Leaders of France and Germany’, 8 March 2022.
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/zxxx_662805/202203/t20220308_10649839.html.

Quoted in Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China. ‘President Xi Jinping Delivered a
Written Speech at the APEC CEO Summit, Underscoring China’s Commitment to Building an Asia-Pacific
Community with a Shared Future’, 17 November 2022.
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/zxxx_662805/202211/t20221117_10977274.html.

Quoted in the Prime Minister’s Office of Japan. ‘Press Conference by the Prime Minister regarding
Japan’s Response to the Situation in Ukraine’, 27 February 2022.
https://japan.kantei.go.jp/101_kishida/statement/202202/_00014.html

Wintour, Patrick. ‘Japanese premier warns of Ukraine-style invasion by ‘autocratic powers”. The
Guardian, 5 May 2022. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/05/japanese-premier-warns-of-
ukraine-style-invasion-by-autocratic-powers

The Prime Minister’s Office of Japan. ‘Ongoing Topics.".
https://japan.kantei.go.jp/ongoingtopics/index.html

Quoted in the Prime Minister’s Office of Japan. ‘Press Conference by the Prime Minister regarding
Japan’s Response to the Situation in Ukraine’, 7 April 2022.
https://japan.kantei.go.jp/101_kishida/statement/202204/_00005.html

‘Japan asks Kazakhstan to align against Russian war on Ukraine’. Nikkei Asia, April 30 2022.
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Japan-asks-Kazakhstan-to-align-against-
Russian-war-on-Ukraine

Quoted in the Prime Minister’s Office of Japan. ‘Joint statement of NATO and G7 Leaders on the
margins of the G20 Summit in Bali’, 16 November 2022.
https://japan.kantei.go.jp/101_kishida/documents/2022/_00024.html

Tatsumi, Yuki. ‘How Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine Changed Japan’s Approach to National Security’.
Stimson, 16 February 2023. https://www.stimson.org/2023/how-russias-invasion-of-ukraine-changed-
japans-approach-to-national-security/

The Government of Japan. ‘Japan Stands With Ukraine’, 27 January 2023.
https://japan.kantei.go.jp/ongoingtopics/pdf/jp_stands_with_ukraine_eng.pdf

The Government of Japan. ‘Japan Stands With Ukraine’.

Japan Platform. https://www.japanplatform.org/E/

Mixed reactions to the Russian war against Ukraine in the Indo-Pacific:

Views of governments and civil society

69


https://thediplomat.com/2022/03/why-do-many-chinese-sympathize-with-russia-in-the-ukraine-conflict/
https://thediplomat.com/2022/03/why-do-many-chinese-sympathize-with-russia-in-the-ukraine-conflict/
https://chinamediaproject.org/2022/06/29/deciphering-chinese-media-discourse-on-the-russia-ukraine-war/
https://chinamediaproject.org/2022/06/29/deciphering-chinese-media-discourse-on-the-russia-ukraine-war/
https://thediplomat.com/2022/03/why-do-many-chinese-sympathize-with-russia-in-the-ukraine-conflict/
https://thediplomat.com/2022/03/why-do-many-chinese-sympathize-with-russia-in-the-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/china-view-of-russia-war-in-ukraine-by-mark-leonard-2022-07
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/china-view-of-russia-war-in-ukraine-by-mark-leonard-2022-07
https://merics.org/en/merics-briefs/chinese-debates-ukraine-eu-indo-pacific-forum-strategic-dependency
https://merics.org/en/merics-briefs/chinese-debates-ukraine-eu-indo-pacific-forum-strategic-dependency
http://nz.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/zxgxs/202203/t20220320_10653550.html
http://un.china-mission.gov.cn/eng/chinaandun/securitycouncil/202209/t20220908_10763699.htm
http://un.china-mission.gov.cn/eng/chinaandun/securitycouncil/202209/t20220908_10763699.htm
http://nz.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/zxgxs/202203/t20220320_10653550.html
http://nz.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/zxgxs/202203/t20220320_10653550.html
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/zxxx_662805/202203/t20220308_10649839.html
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/zxxx_662805/202211/t20221117_10977274.html
https://japan.kantei.go.jp/101_kishida/statement/202202/_00014.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/05/japanese-premier-warns-of-ukraine-style-invasion-by-autocratic-powers
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/05/japanese-premier-warns-of-ukraine-style-invasion-by-autocratic-powers
https://japan.kantei.go.jp/ongoingtopics/index.html
https://japan.kantei.go.jp/101_kishida/statement/202204/_00005.html
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Japan-asks-Kazakhstan-to-align-against-Russian-war-on-Ukraine
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Japan-asks-Kazakhstan-to-align-against-Russian-war-on-Ukraine
https://japan.kantei.go.jp/101_kishida/documents/2022/_00024.html
https://www.stimson.org/2023/how-russias-invasion-of-ukraine-changed-japans-approach-to-national-security/
https://www.stimson.org/2023/how-russias-invasion-of-ukraine-changed-japans-approach-to-national-security/
https://japan.kantei.go.jp/ongoingtopics/pdf/jp_stands_with_ukraine_eng.pdf
https://www.japanplatform.org/E/

56

57

58

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

67

68

69

70

7

72

73

74

75

76

Kyodo News. ‘Japan to offer protective masks, clothing, drones to Ukraine’, 19 April 2022.
https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2022/04/00e4cd64dc1c-japan-to-offer-protective-masks-clothing-
drones-to-ukraine.html

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan. “Meeting between Foreign Minister Hayashi and United Nations
Secretary-General Guterres.” 12 January 2023. https://www.mofa.go.jp/fp/unp_a/page3e_001301.html

Quoted in European Council, Council of the European Union. ‘G7 Statement on Ukraine’, 11 October
2022. https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/10/11/g7-statement-on-
ukraine/

Quoted in the Prime Minister’s Office of Japan. ‘Video Message by Prime Minister KISHIDA Fumio
Toward a Successful G7 Hiroshima Summit’, 4 January 2023.
https://japan.kantei.go.jp/101_kishida/statement/202301/_00003.html

Nikkei Asia. ‘Japan set to increase defense budget to 2% of GDP in 2027’, 28 November 2022.
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Japan-set-to-increase-defense-budget-to-2-of-GDP-in-2027

NHK World-Japan. ‘Russia's Invasion of Ukraine: Can the World Stop It?’, 16 April 2022.
https://www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/en/tv/globalagenda/20220416/2047069/

BoCHEA Y IA YT SAFHEE. ¥z T s [F—v | CEE. . F L/ TAVE [Fav/—
ey A > 7 A v weeHiE A >~ F 4 >, March 31, 2022.
https://www.yomiuri.co.jp/politics/20220331-0YT1T50239/.

NHK. ‘Kick-off in a War-torn Country: Ukraine Reflected by Football’, 12 December 2022.
https://www.nhk.jp/p/special/ts/2NY2QQLPM3/episode/te/D6R5JLNRNY/

https://www.nhk.jp/p/nichibi/ts/3PGYQN55NP/episode/te/G9ZVR7JVAK/

HARGE RS, “HREERER 3% [V 2 54 + Tt 5 01000M0% ~JbiliE - ERXC e A0y 7—F
i~ | . Accessed March 13, 2023.
https://www.nhk.jp/p/nichibi/ts/3PGYQN55NP/episode/te/G9ZVR7JV4K/.

“TH22H (B | #8AREBA 74> 7 vy [{E/K Nicar] Powered by Ameba.” Accessed March
13, 2023. https://ameblo.jp/muneo-suzuki/entry-12785544378.html..

Fee, Will. ‘As Ukraine conflict drags on, evacuees in Japan weigh next steps’. The Japan times, 11 May
2022. https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2022/05/11/national/ukraine-refugees-long-term-support/

The Nippon Foundation. ‘Japan Foundation Support for Ukrainian Displaced Persons’.
https://www.nippon-foundation.or.jp/what/projects/support_ukraine

Nemoto, Akira. ‘Volunteer soldier from Japan vows to fight until Ukraine wins’. The Asahi Shimbun, 12
December 2022. https://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/14780130

Rada. ‘By adopting a resolution recognizing Japan's right to the Kuril Islands, Ukrainian parliament is
trying to change the situation in the world’, 8 October 2022.
https://www.rada.gov.ua/news/news_kom/228965.html

Kyodo News. ‘Japan shifts to hard-line stance on territorial dispute with Russia’, 22 April 2022.
https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2022/04/ec6a12f6bf03-japan-readopts-hard-line-stance-on-
territorial-dispute-with-russia.html

von der Leyen, Ursula (@vonderleyen). ‘Not just partners, not just allies - true friends. The EU and Japan
are showing the power of democracies working together. (Tweet)'. Twitter, 12 May 2022.
https://twitter.com/vonderleyen/status/1524691877030727680?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Et
weetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1524691877030727680%7Ctwgr%5Eeddadcddd587¢c2b37946ae249271789
cb2302e31%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fd-
1527208001455793955.ampproject.net%2F2301112346000%2Fframe.html

von der Leyen, Ursula (@vonderleyen). ‘I thanked Prime Minister @kishida230 for the admirable
solidarity Japan showed by diverting some of its LNG supplies to (Tweet)". Twitter, 12 May 2022.
https://twitter.com/vonderleyen/status/1524612296928292864

von der Leyen, Ursula (@vonderleyen). ‘Today marks the 28th euse summit.’ Twitter, 12 May 2022.
https://twitter.com/vonderleyen/status/1524566523154681859.

Ryall, Julian. ‘Japan under fire for inconsistent refugee policy’. DW, 27 May 2022.
https://www.dw.com/en/japans-ukraine-refugee-policy-criticized-for-putting-politics-over-human-
rights/a-61950343

Gerstl, Alfred, Martin Mandl, Olga Khomenko, Steven Denney, and Omar Rasya Joenoes. ‘East Asian
Reactions to Russia’s War in Ukraine: Governmental and Civil Society Responses’. Bratislava: CEIAS

Mixed reactions to the Russian war against Ukraine in the Indo-Pacific:

Views of governments and civil society

70


https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2022/04/00e4cd64dc1c-japan-to-offer-protective-masks-clothing-drones-to-ukraine.html
https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2022/04/00e4cd64dc1c-japan-to-offer-protective-masks-clothing-drones-to-ukraine.html
https://www.mofa.go.jp/fp/unp_a/page3e_001301.html
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/10/11/g7-statement-on-ukraine/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/10/11/g7-statement-on-ukraine/
https://japan.kantei.go.jp/101_kishida/statement/202301/_00003.html
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Japan-set-to-increase-defense-budget-to-2-of-GDP-in-2027
https://www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/en/tv/globalagenda/20220416/2047069/
https://www.nhk.jp/p/special/ts/2NY2QQLPM3/episode/te/D6R5JLNRNY/
https://www.nhk.jp/p/nichibi/ts/3PGYQN55NP/episode/te/G9ZVR7JV4K/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2022/05/11/national/ukraine-refugees-long-term-support/
https://www.nippon-foundation.or.jp/what/projects/support_ukraine
https://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/14780130
https://www.rada.gov.ua/news/news_kom/228965.html
https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2022/04/ec6a12f6bf03-japan-readopts-hard-line-stance-on-territorial-dispute-with-russia.html
https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2022/04/ec6a12f6bf03-japan-readopts-hard-line-stance-on-territorial-dispute-with-russia.html
https://twitter.com/vonderleyen/status/1524691877030727680?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1524691877030727680%7Ctwgr%5Eedda4cddd587c2b37946ae249271789cb2302e31%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fd-1527208001455793955.ampproject.net%2F2301112346000%2Fframe.html
https://twitter.com/vonderleyen/status/1524691877030727680?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1524691877030727680%7Ctwgr%5Eedda4cddd587c2b37946ae249271789cb2302e31%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fd-1527208001455793955.ampproject.net%2F2301112346000%2Fframe.html
https://twitter.com/vonderleyen/status/1524691877030727680?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1524691877030727680%7Ctwgr%5Eedda4cddd587c2b37946ae249271789cb2302e31%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fd-1527208001455793955.ampproject.net%2F2301112346000%2Fframe.html
https://twitter.com/vonderleyen/status/1524691877030727680?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1524691877030727680%7Ctwgr%5Eedda4cddd587c2b37946ae249271789cb2302e31%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fd-1527208001455793955.ampproject.net%2F2301112346000%2Fframe.html
https://twitter.com/vonderleyen/status/1524612296928292864
https://www.dw.com/en/japans-ukraine-refugee-policy-criticized-for-putting-politics-over-human-rights/a-61950343
https://www.dw.com/en/japans-ukraine-refugee-policy-criticized-for-putting-politics-over-human-rights/a-61950343

77

78

79

80

81

82

83

84

85

86

87

88

89

90

91

92

93

94

95

96

97

98

Insights, 4 July 2022. https://ceias.eu/east-asian-reactions-to-russias-war-in-ukraine-governmental-and-
civil-society-responses/.

Gerstl, Alfred, Martin Mandl, Olga Khomenko, Steven Denney, and Omar Rasya Joenoes. ‘East Asian
Reactions to Russia’s War in Ukraine: Governmental and Civil Society Responses’. Bratislava, CEIAS
Insights, 4 July 2022. https://ceias.eu/east-asian-reactions-to-russias-war-in-ukraine-governmental-and-
civil-society-responses/

Kyodo. ‘Tsai Ing-wen promises to defend Taiwan’s democracy amid Ukraine crisis’. South China
Morning Post, 28 February 2022. https://www.scmp.com/news/china/politics/article/3168694/tsai-ing-
wen-promises-defend-taiwans-democracy-amid-ukraine.

MOFA. ‘Taiwan donates US$1 million to Kyiv as Ukraine battles power outages’. Focus Taiwan, 8
December 2022. https://focustaiwan.tw/politics/202212080008.

MOFA. ‘Taiwan can help, and Taiwan is helping!, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of China (Taiwan),
2020. https://en.mofa.gov.tw/cp.aspx?n=2318.

‘Taiwan to donate NT$100 million to help Ukrainian refugees in Poland’. Focus Taiwan, 7 March 2022.
https://focustaiwan.tw/politics/202203070018.

MOFA. ‘Taiwan donates US$1 million to Kyiv as Ukraine battles power outages’.

For a Reuters image of the press conference see for example:
https://www.faz.net/aktuell/politik/ausland/taiwan-und-der-ukrainekrieg-joseph-wu-im-interview-
18035212/der-taiwanische-aussenminister-18035216.html.

Kironska, Kristina. ‘Ukraine visas welcome but lacking'. CEIAS Insights, 19 April 2022.
https://ceias.eu/ukraine-visas-welcome-but-lacking/.

Gerstl et al., 2022.

"Peace has no losers": former President Ma’. Focus Taiwan, 28 February 2022.
https://focustaiwan.tw/cross-strait/202202280008.

Kironska, Kristing, Richard Q.Turcsanyi, Rong Chen, Yiju Chen, Andrew Chubb, James locovozzi, Matej
Simaléik. ‘Destined for Conflict? Taiwanese and Chinese Public Opinions on Cross-Strait Relations’.
Bratislava: CEIAS, November 2022. ISBN: 978-80-8239-011-0.

Mei-Chuan, Wei. ‘Ditching the DPP’, ‘Resisting China and Preserving Taiwan’, and Democracy:
Interpreting the Results of Local Elections in 2022". Taiwan Insight, 6 December 2022.
https://taiwaninsight.org/2022/12/06/ditching-the-dpp-resisting-china-and-preserving-taiwan-and-
democracy-interpreting-the-results-of-local-elections-in-2022/.

Marinaccio, Julia. ‘Who will be Taipei's next mayor? Kinship politics in Taiwan'’s local elections’. CEIAS
Insights, 24 November 2022. https://ceias.eu/who-will-be-taipeis-next-mayor/.

Chiang, Min-Hua. ‘ China can't afford to ban Taiwan’s semiconductors’. East Asia Forum, 03 December
2022. https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2022/12/03/china-cant-afford-to-ban-taiwans-semiconductors/.

Kelter, Frederik. ‘The Battle Over Semiconductors Is Endangering Taiwan’. Foreign Policy, 9 November
2022. https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/11/09/tsmc-taiwan-battle-semiconductors-water-resource-
scarcity/.

Tang, Anton. ‘Are Closer Taiwan-Russia Relations Possible? How?'. CommonWealth Magazine, 5
February 2018. https://english.cw.com.tw/article/article.action?id=1838.

MOEA Bureau of Trade. Trade Statistics. Bureau of Foreign Trade, n.d..
https://www.trade.gov.tw/English/.

MOFA. ‘The Republic of China (Taiwan) government strongly condemns Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in
violation of the UN Charter, joins international economic sanctions against Russia’. Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Republic of China (Taiwan), 25 February 2022.
https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1328&s=97420. BOFT. ‘MOEA expands list of export
control items to Russia and Belarus’. Ministry of Economic Affairs Bureau of Foreign Trade, 4 January
2023. https://www.trade.gov.tw/english/Pages/Detail.aspx?nodelD=86&pid=755256.

‘Russian government approves list of unfriendly countries and territories’. TASS, 7 March 2022.
https://tass.com/politics/1418197.

MOEA Bureau of Trade, n.d.
Tang, 2018.
MOEA Bureau of Trade, n.d.

Mixed reactions to the Russian war against Ukraine in the Indo-Pacific:
Views of governments and civil society 71


https://ceias.eu/who-will-be-taipeis-next-mayor/
https://en.mofa.gov.tw/News_Content.aspx?n=1328&s=97420
https://www.trade.gov.tw/english/Pages/Detail.aspx?nodeID=86&pid=755256

99

100

101

102

103

104

105

106

107

108

109

110

111

112

113

114

115

116

Druckman, Michael. ‘Should Ukraine pursue closer ties with Taiwan?’. Atlantic Council, T November
2022. https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/should-ukraine-pursue-closer-ties-with-
taiwan/.

Kironska et al., 2022.

Banyan. ‘Ukraine has changed how Taiwanese see themselves’. The Economist, 5 March 2022.
https://www.economist.com/asia/2022/03/05/ukraine-has-changed-how-taiwanese-see-themselves.

‘Local governments show solidarity with Ukraine with displays of its blue and yellow flag colors’. FTV
News, 27 February 2022. https://www.ftvnews.com.tw/video/detail/rvu8LqjL8-Q. Kuo, Lily, Vic Chiang,
and Pei-lin Wu. ‘Taiwan'’s leaders try to calm fears over Ukraine invasion, but citizens worry their island
will be next’. The Washington Post, 4 March 2022.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/03/04/taiwan-ukraine-russia-war-china/. Strong,
Matthew Strong. ‘Photo of the Day: Taipei 101 lights up in colors of the Ukrainian flag’. Taiwan News, 26
February 2022. https://www.taiwannews.com.tw/en/news/4456297.

Kuo, Lily, and Vic Chiang. ‘Wary of China threat, Taiwanese join Ukraine’s fight against Russia’. The
Washington Post, 3 July 2022. https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/07/03/taiwan-fighters-
ukraine-war-russia-china-threat/.

Hsien-feng, Lee, and Chao Yen-hsiang. ‘Taiwanese soldier who died in Ukraine given top Indigenous
honor'. Focus Taiwan, 4 December 2022. https://focustaiwan.tw/society/2022120400009.

‘What Taiwan can learn from Russia’s invasion of Ukraine’. The Economist, 23 April 2022.
https://www.economist.com/briefing/what-taiwan-can-learn-from-russias-invasion-of-
ukraine/21808850.

Chung, Jake. ‘Tsai reinstates one-year conscription’. Taipei Times, 28 December 2022.
https://www.taipeitimes.com/News/front/archives/2022/12/28/2003791545.

Barroso, Antonio, Carsten Nickel, Andrius Tursa, and Gabriel Wildau. ‘EU/China: Hawks on the Rise, but
no Decoupling in Sight." Teneo, 31 October 2022. https://www.teneo.com/eu-china-hawks-on-the-rise-
but-no-decoupling-in-sight/.

Shankar, Priyanka. ‘The EU looks at boosting trade with Taiwan’. DW, 6 February 2022.
https://www.dw.com/en/the-eu-looks-at-boosting-semiconductor-trade-with-taiwan/a-62000342. Lee,
Matthew. ' French lawmakers pledge support for Taiwan on island visit'. The Associated Press, 9 June
2022. https://apnews.com/article/european-union-tsai-ing-wen-china-france-
b0118a04b90386896f2c3ede6df746c7. ‘President Tsai confers decoration on Member of Institut de
France Jean-Robert Pitte’. Office of the President Republic of China (Taiwan), 5 September 2022.
https://english.president.gov.tw/News/6323. ‘Tsai receives Bundestag delegation, praises Taiwan-
Germany ties’. Taiwan Today, 4 October 2022. https://taiwantoday.tw/news.php?unit=2&post=225998.

Hutt, David. ‘Is China winning its trade war on Lithuania?’. CEIAS Considers, 2 February 2022.
https://ceias.eu/china-trade-war-lithuania/.

Vestager, Margarethe. ‘ EU-Taiwan political relations and cooperation: Speech on behalf of High
Representative/Vice-President Josep Borrell at the EP plenary’. European Union External Action, 19
October 2021. https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/eu-taiwan-political-relations-and-cooperation-speech-
behalf-high-representativevice-president_en.

Office of the President, 2022.

Everington, Keoni. ‘German fighter jets to fly past Taiwan'. Taiwan News, 16 August 2022.
https://www.taiwannews.com.tw/en/news/4627608.

=ML PA2t0[Lt o] Mzt THo 2 YSLCH A RK = 229 ullo| oHH B, ZH0f
O|X|= HES| HYsto] L1535t ChAs) 37| HHEFLICH NSC & 2l 32|t ol 2| Cf & &ets ot

HAS] 7| HFEfLICE Twitter, 22 February 2022.
https://twitter.com/moonriver365/status/1496073156259622916?s=208&t=3zWY3VUHtBmCIRaAwq3T
hw.

Lee, Haye-ah. ‘(3rd LD) Moon Says Ukraine’s Sovereignty Must Be Respected.’ Yonhap News Agency, 22
February 2022. https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20220222002253315.

Oh, Sooyoung. ‘Ukraine War, Yoon Election Prompt Demands for Foreign-Policy Shift in South Korea.’
Foreign Policy, 6 April 2022. https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/04/06/south-korea-ukraine-war-russia-
economy-trade-moon-yoon/.

Kim, Deok-hyun. ‘(LEAD) Moon Says S. Korea Will Join Sanctions against Russia.’ Yonhap News Agency,
24 February 2022. https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20220224009651315?input=tw.

Mixed reactions to the Russian war against Ukraine in the Indo-Pacific:

Views of governments and civil society

72


https://www.ftvnews.com.tw/video/detail/rvu8LqjL8-Q
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/03/04/taiwan-ukraine-russia-war-china/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/07/03/taiwan-fighters-ukraine-war-russia-china-threat/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/07/03/taiwan-fighters-ukraine-war-russia-china-threat/
https://www.economist.com/briefing/what-taiwan-can-learn-from-russias-invasion-of-ukraine/21808850
https://www.economist.com/briefing/what-taiwan-can-learn-from-russias-invasion-of-ukraine/21808850
https://www.dw.com/en/the-eu-looks-at-boosting-semiconductor-trade-with-taiwan/a-62000342
https://apnews.com/article/european-union-tsai-ing-wen-china-france-b0118a04b90386896f2c3ede6df746c7
https://apnews.com/article/european-union-tsai-ing-wen-china-france-b0118a04b90386896f2c3ede6df746c7
https://english.president.gov.tw/News/6323
https://taiwantoday.tw/news.php?unit=2&post=225998

117

118

119

120

121

122

123

124

125

126

127

128

129

130

131

132

133

134

135

136

137

138

139

Ibid.
Oh. ‘Ukraine War, Yoon Election Prompt Demands for Foreign-Policy Shift in South Korea.’ 2022.

Ibid., U.S. Department of Commerce [Bureau of industry and security], “U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
COMMERCE BUREAU OF INDUSTRY AND SECURITY FACT SHEET FEBRUARY 2022.”

‘(LEAD) S. Korea to Seek Exemption for Local Firms from U.S. Tech Sanctions against Russia.’ Yonhap
News Agency, 28 February 2022. https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20220228007051320.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs. ‘Korean Government'’s Decision Regarding Situation in Ukraine.’ Press
release, 28 February 2022. https://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5676/view.do?seq=322003&page=1.

‘S. Korea Wins Exemption from US’ Foreign Direct Product Rule Regarding Exports to Russia.’ The Korea
Herald, 14 April 2022. https://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20220304000134.

Gibson, Liam. ‘As Global Brands Shun Russia, Asian Firms Sit out Controversy.’ Business and Economy
News | Al Jazeera, 21 March 2022. https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2022/3/21/as-firms-shun-
russia-asias-brands-demur-on-corporate-exodus.

Coalition for Ukraine. ‘List of South Korea Companies Leaving Russia | Coalition for Ukraine.” Accessed
30 December 2022. https://www.coalitionforukraine.com/south_korea.

Reuters, ‘Hyundai Is Unsure When Russian Output Will Resume’. Automotive News Europe, 4 March
2022. https://europe.autonews.com/automakers/hyundai-unsure-when-russian-output-will-resume.

Yang, Heekyong. ‘Hyundai Motor Says Unsure When Russian Plant Operations Will Resume’. Reuters, 4
March 2022. https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/hyundai-motor-continues-
suspension-russian-assembly-plant-2022-03-04/.

Kim, Tong-hyung. ‘S Korea Signs $2.25 Billion Deal with Russia Nuclear Company’. AP NEWS, 25 August
2022. https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-middle-east-africa-
349bf2b3eb2551bdea5ec886855dead?2.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs. ‘Korea Sends Additional Medical Supplies to Ukraine.’ Press release, 20 April
2022. https://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5676/view.do?seq=322033.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs. ‘Korea to Provide Additional Humanitarian Assistance to Ukraine.’ Press
release, 21 June 2022. https://www.mofa.go.kr/eng/brd/m_5676/view.do?seq=322061.

‘N Korea Denies Sending Weapons to Russia, Tells US to ‘Shut Up.” Russia-Ukraine War News | Al
Jazeera, 22 September 2022. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/9/22/n-korea-denies-sending-
weapons-to-russia-tells-us-to-shut-up.

ZMH[= A= 8 7| GO AT o] HE0| ofHS Faa. 11 April 2022.
https://biz.chosun.com/policy/politics/2022/04/11/NFIRDUB7ABBDFIMDAIELBGFXKM)/.

Lee, Hyo-jin. ‘Russian Asylum-Seekers Stranded in Incheon Airport’. The Korea Times, 10 January 2023.
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2023/01/281_343205.html.

Tertitskiy, Fyodor. ‘Double Ally: How Seoul Stays Friendly With Both Washington and Moscow’. Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace, 15 July 2021. https://carnegiemoscow.org/commentary/84969.

TRADING ECONOMICS, “South Korea Exports By Country.”, TRADING ECONOMICS, “South Korea
Imports By Country.”

KOTRA. ‘CHZ{A[O} M XH Z=t, 2{Alote] =2 AKX 2 EY S5 T Press release, 2 March 2022.
https://dream.kotra.or.kr/kotranews/cms/news/actionKotraBoardDetail.do?pageNo=18&pa%20gePerCn
t=10&SITE_NO=3&MENU_ID=170&CONTENTS_NO=1&bbsGbn=018&bbsSn=243%2C403%20%2C257%2C
254&pNttSn=193403.

Haggard, Stephan. ‘South Korea, Ukraine and Russia Part Il: The Economic Dimension’. Korea Economic
Institute of America, 18 May 2022. https://keia.org/the-peninsula/south-korea-ukraine-and-russia-part-ii-
the-economic-dimension/.

Im, Eun-Byel. ‘Frontrunners Address Russian Invasion of Ukraine with Different Focuses’. The Korea
Herald, 25 February 2022. https://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20220225000493.

‘South Korea’s Arms Sales Double in Wake of Russia’s War in Ukraine’. The Straits Times, 6 December
2022. https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/south-korea-s-arms-sales-double-in-wake-of-russia-
s-war-in-ukraine.

Lee, Haye-ah. ‘(LEAD) Yoon Unveils S. Korea's Strategy for Free, Peaceful, Prosperous Indo-Pacific’.
Yonhap News Agency, 11 November 2022. https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20221111009500315.

Mixed reactions to the Russian war against Ukraine in the Indo-Pacific:

Views of governments and civil society

73



140

141

142

143

144

145

146

147

148

149

150

151

152

153

154

155

157

158

159

161

Al Jazeera. ‘N Korea Denies Sending Weapons to Russia, Tells US to ‘Shut Up”. 2022.

Al Jazeera. ‘US to Buy South Korea Artillery Shells ‘for Ukraine”. Russia-Ukraine War News | Al Jazeera,
11 November 2022. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/11/11/us-to-provide-400m-more-military-
aid-for-ukraine.

Lee, Haye-ah. ‘(LEAD) Yoon Says S. Korea Has Never Provided Lethal Weapons to Ukraine’. Yonhap
News Agency, 28 October 2022. https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20221028002051315?input=tw.

Al Jazeera. ‘US to Buy South Korea Artillery Shells ‘for Ukraine”. 2022.

KOREA NOW. ‘Protests against Russian Invasion of Ukraine Held in South Korea'. 28 February 2022.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-uSwmDdC8ho.

Kim, Na-young. ‘Over US$3 Million Raised in S. Korean Donations to Ukraine: Kyiv Envoy’. Yonhap News
Agency, 7 March 2022. https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20220307009200315.

Shin, Gi-Wook, Haley Gordon, and Maleah Webster. ‘It's Time for K-Pop Stars to Speak Out on Human
Rights’. The Diplomat, 20 April 2022. https://thediplomat.com/2022/04/its-time-for-k-pop-stars-to-
speak-out-on-human-rights/.

Kwak, Yeon-soo. ‘Korean Celebrities Stand in Solidarity with Ukraine.’ The Korea Times, 2 March 2022.
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/art/2022/03/398_324803.html.

Lee, Chung Min. ‘We're All Ukrainians Now'. Twitter, T March 2022.
https://twitter.com/cmleeglobal/status/14986789006623498247s=208&t=y3K_UOECoDOBTE2WwWWK_P

g.

‘Global Public Opinion about the War in Ukraine’. Ipsos, 19 April 2022. https://www.ipsos.com/en-
us/news-polls/war-in-ukraine-april-2022.

“[Editorial] Economic Impact of War.” The Korea Herald, 28 February 2022.
https://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20220227000291.

‘South Korea's Yoon Warns at NATO Summit of Threat to ‘Universal Values”. VOA, 30 June 2022.
https://www.voanews.com/a/south-korea-s-yoon-warns-at-nato-summit-of-threat-to-universal-values-
/6639280.html.

Stangarone, Troy. ‘How South Korea Can Wean ltself off Russian Fossil Fuels’. The Diplomat, 1 April
2022. https://thediplomat.com/2022/04/how-south-korea-can-wean-itself-off-russian-fossil-fuels/.

‘Industry Minister Vows Efforts for Vibrant Exports, Investment in New Year'. Yonhap News Agency, 30
December 2022. https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20221230006100320?section=economy-
finance/economy.

Ibid.

Ha, Yong-Chool, and Beom-Shik Shin. ‘The Impact of the Ukraine War on Russian-North Korean
Relations. Asian Survey, Vol. 62, Iss. 5-6, 2022. https://online.ucpress.edu/as/article/62/5-
6/893/194123/The-Impact-of-the-Ukraine-War-on-Russian-North

‘Answer of Spokesperson for Ministry of Foreign Affairs of DPRK’. KCNA Watch, 28 February 2022.
https://kcnawatch.org/newstream/1646057290-873270971/answer-of-spokesperson-for-ministry-of-
foreign-affairs-of-dprk/

‘Aggression against Ukraine: resolution/ adopted by the General Assembly’. United Nations Digital
Library, 2 March 2022. https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3959039

Bremer, Ifang. ‘North Korea votes against expelling Russia from UN Human Rights Council’. NK News, 8
April 2022. https://www.nknews.org/2022/04/north-korea-votes-against-expelling-russia-from-un-
human-rights-council/

Jewell, Ethan, and Ifang Bremer. ‘North Korea recognizes breakaway republics of Donetsk and Luhansk
in Ukraine. NK News, 14 July 2022. https://www.nknews.org/2022/07/north-korea-recognizes-
breakaway-republics-of-donetsk-and-luhansk-in-ukraine/

Bremer, Ifang. ‘North Korea and RUssia agree to resume rail traffic, provincial government says’. NK
News, 9 September 2022. https://www.nknews.org/2022/09/north-korea-and-russia-agree-to-resume-
rail-traffic-provincial-government-says/

Jewell, Ethan. ‘New photos show North Korea sent weapons to Russia paramilitary group: US’. NK News,
21 January 2023. https://www.nknews.org/2023/01/new-photos-show-north-korea-sent-weapons-to-
russian-paramilitary-group-pentagon/

Mixed reactions to the Russian war against Ukraine in the Indo-Pacific:

Views of governments and civil society

74


https://online.ucpress.edu/as/article/62/5-6/893/194123/The-Impact-of-the-Ukraine-War-on-Russian-North
https://online.ucpress.edu/as/article/62/5-6/893/194123/The-Impact-of-the-Ukraine-War-on-Russian-North
https://kcnawatch.org/newstream/1646057290-873270971/answer-of-spokesperson-for-ministry-of-foreign-affairs-of-dprk/
https://kcnawatch.org/newstream/1646057290-873270971/answer-of-spokesperson-for-ministry-of-foreign-affairs-of-dprk/
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/3959039
https://www.nknews.org/2022/04/north-korea-votes-against-expelling-russia-from-un-human-rights-council/
https://www.nknews.org/2022/04/north-korea-votes-against-expelling-russia-from-un-human-rights-council/
https://www.nknews.org/2022/07/north-korea-recognizes-breakaway-republics-of-donetsk-and-luhansk-in-ukraine/
https://www.nknews.org/2022/07/north-korea-recognizes-breakaway-republics-of-donetsk-and-luhansk-in-ukraine/
https://www.nknews.org/2023/01/new-photos-show-north-korea-sent-weapons-to-russian-paramilitary-group-pentagon/
https://www.nknews.org/2023/01/new-photos-show-north-korea-sent-weapons-to-russian-paramilitary-group-pentagon/

162

163

164

165

166

167

168

169

170

171

172

173

174

175

176

177

178

179

180

Ramani, Samuel Ramani. ‘Why Russia is openly violating sanctions against North Korea'. The
Washington Post, 23 April 23 2018. https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-
cage/wp/2018/04/20/why-is-russia-openly-flouting-international-sanctions-against-north-korea/

‘North Korea defies sanctions with China'’s help, UN panel says’. The Guardian, 18 April 2020.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/18/north-korea-defies-sanctions-with-chinas-help-un-
panel-says

Frank, Rudiger. ‘Rethinking Sanctions against North Korea: Strategic Shift and their Implications’. 38
North, 18 May 2022. https://www.38north.org/2022/05/rethinking-sanctions-against-north-korea-
strategic-shifts-and-their-implications/

Jewell, Ethan. ‘UN fails to pass new North Korea sanctions as China and Russia veto’. NK News, 27 May
2022. https://www.nknews.org/2022/05/un-fails-to-pass-new-north-korea-sanctions-as-china-and-
russia-veto/

Rinna, Anthony V. ‘Russia and North Korea are partners in sanctions-busting crime’. East Asia Forum 4
November 2022. https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2022/11/04/russia-and-north-korea-are-partners-in-
sanctions-busting-crime/

KCNA Watch. https://kcnawatch.org/?s=Ukraine&start=01-01-2022&end=25-01-2023

United Nations. ‘Conflict in Ukraine Must Be Averted ‘at All Costs’, Political Affairs Chief Tells Security
Council as Delegates Reject Moscow’s Recognition of Donetsk, Luhansk’. United Nations, Meeting
Coverage and Press Releases, 8970TH MEETING (NIGHT), SC/14798, 2021-02-21
https://press.un.org/en/2022/sc14798.doc.htm?_gl=1%2A180lh12%2A_ga%2AMzExODU4MzI3LjE2Nz
MxOTkwM;jY.%2A_ga_TK9BQL5X7Z%2AMTY3MzE50TAyNi4xLjAuMTY3MzE50TAyNi4wLjAUMA..

Hall, lan. ‘Multialignment and Indian Foreign Policy under Narendra Mod™. The Round Table: The
Commonwealth Journal of International Affairs, 105 (3): 271-286, 2016.
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00358533.2016.1180760

Haidar, Suhasini. ‘India abstains from Human Rights Council vote to probe Russian actions’. The Hindu,
4 March 2022. https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/india-abstains-in-unhrc-vote-on-
establishing-independent-commission-of-inquiry-on-russia-ukraine-crisis/article65190155.ece

Kumar, Sanjay. ‘India calls for end to Ukraine ‘violence’ amid visit of Russia’s Lavrov'. Arab News, 2 april
2022. https://www.arabnews.com/node/2055291/world

Stuart, Lau and Saim Saeed. ‘India’s Modi tells Putin: This is ‘not the era for war”. Politico, 16 September
2022. https://www.politico.eu/article/narendra-modi-tells-vladimir-putin-war-has-no-place-in-todays-
era/

Das, Krishna N. Das and Devjyot Ghoshal. ‘Analysis: India sharpens stand on Ukraine war but business
as usual with Russia’. Reuters, 28 September 2022. https://www.reuters.com/world/india-sharpens-
stand-ukraine-war-business-usual-with-russia-2022-09-28/

‘Russia's share of arms import to India fell from 69% in 2012-17 to 46% in 2017-21: Report’. New Delhi:
The Economic Times, 15 March 2022. https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/russias-
share-of-arms-import-to-india-fell-from-69-in-2012-17-to-46-in-2017-21-
report/articleshow/90218483.cms?from=mdr

‘Jaishankar calls out West for backing ‘military dictator’ Pak; Defends India-Russia ties’. Hindustan
Times, 3 January 2023. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Rui60GFFKA

Ministry of Commerce and Industry. ‘Department of Commerce: Export Import Data Bank, Country-wise
Russia’. Government of India, Ministry of Commerce and Industry, 2022.
https://tradestat.commerce.gov.in/eidb/iecntqg.asp

Ibid.

‘Chart: Russia is now India's seventh-largest trading partner’. The Times of India, 26 October 2022.
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/chart-russia-is-now-indias-seventh-
largest-trading-partner/articleshow/95090715.cms

British Petroleum. ‘BP Statistical Review of World Energy 2022, 71st Edition’. BP p.l.c., 2022
https://www.bp.com/content/dam/bp/business-sites/en/global/corporate/pdfs/energy-
economics/statistical-review/bp-stats-review-2022-full-report.pdf

‘India’s Russian oil imports highest ever, makes up for 25% of all oil import’. Hindustan Times, 15
January 2023. https://www.hindustantimes.com/business/indias-russian-oil-imports-highest-ever-
makes-up-for-25-of-oil-import-101673776679684.html

Mixed reactions to the Russian war against Ukraine in the Indo-Pacific:

Views of governments and civil society

75


https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/04/20/why-is-russia-openly-flouting-international-sanctions-against-north-korea/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2018/04/20/why-is-russia-openly-flouting-international-sanctions-against-north-korea/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/18/north-korea-defies-sanctions-with-chinas-help-un-panel-says
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/18/north-korea-defies-sanctions-with-chinas-help-un-panel-says
https://www.38north.org/2022/05/rethinking-sanctions-against-north-korea-strategic-shifts-and-their-implications/
https://www.38north.org/2022/05/rethinking-sanctions-against-north-korea-strategic-shifts-and-their-implications/
https://www.nknews.org/2022/05/un-fails-to-pass-new-north-korea-sanctions-as-china-and-russia-veto/
https://www.nknews.org/2022/05/un-fails-to-pass-new-north-korea-sanctions-as-china-and-russia-veto/
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2022/11/04/russia-and-north-korea-are-partners-in-sanctions-busting-crime/
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2022/11/04/russia-and-north-korea-are-partners-in-sanctions-busting-crime/
https://kcnawatch.org/?s=Ukraine&start=01-01-2022&end=25-01-2023

181

182

183

184

185

186

187

188

189

190

191

192

193

194

195

196

197

198

199

200

‘Russia Becomes India’s Top Qil Supplier in October’. The Wire, 6 November 2022.
https://thewire.in/energy/russia-becomes-indias-top-oil-supplier-in-october

“Europe'’s Choices": S Jaishankar Slams Double Standards Over Russian Oil’. NDTV, 6 December 2022.
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/german-minister-by-his-side-s-jaishankar-targets-europe-over-
russian-oil-3581139

Ministry of Commerce and Industry. ‘Department of Commerce: Export Import Data Bank, Country-wise
Ukraine’. Government of India, 2022. https://tradestat.commerce.gov.in/eidb/iecntqg.asp

‘I plead guilty... will put India’s interest first': Jaishankar on buying Russian oil’. The Times of India, 7
December 2022. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6_hWcruQqfM

Ryosuke, Hanada. ‘Jaishankar explains 'India way' of diplomacy, from Quad to Ukraine’. Nikkei Asia, 9
January 2023. https://asia.nikkei.com/Editor-s-Picks/Interview/Jaishankar-explains-India-way-of-
diplomacy-from-Quad-to-Ukraine

“Don't need to please others': Jaishankar on how India should deal with the World’. Hindustan Time, 27
April 2022. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fgCyAOf6 0DE

“Europe's Choices": S Jaishankar Slams Double Standards Over Russian Qil'. NDTV, 6 December 2022.
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/german-minister-by-his-side-s-jaishankar-targets-europe-over-
russian-oil-3581139

‘India in a ‘good position’ to help end Russia-Ukraine war’. Al Jazeera, 28 November 2022.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/11/28/india-in-a-good-position-to-help-end-russia-ukraine-war

‘India allows exports of wheat flour processed from imported grain’. Reuters, 14 October 2022.
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/india-allows-exports-wheat-flour-processed-imported-
grain-2022-10-14/

‘Govt. hikes windfall tax on crude oil, export of diesel, ATF'. The Hindu, 3 January 2023.
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/govt-hikes-windfall-tax-on-crude-oil-export-of-diesel-
atf/article66332946.ece

‘No Evidence of Indian Companies Circumventing Sanctions on Russia: US Official’. The Wire, 24 August
2022. https://thewire.in/world/no-evidence-indian-companies-sanctions-russia

Sharma, Umang. ‘Russia starts foreign trade settlements in rupee, more countries to join’. First Post, 28
December 2022. https://www.firstpost.com/india/russia-starts-foreign-trade-settlements-in-rupee-
more-countries-to-join-11891491.html

Shah, Aditi, Aftab Ahmed and Gleb Stolyarov. ‘Exclusive: India asked by sanctions-hit Russia for parts for
key sectors’. Reuters, 29 November 2022. https://www.reuters.com/world/india/india-asked-by-
sanctions-hit-russia-parts-key-sectors-sources-2022-11-29/

‘Mukesh Ambani and Gautam Adani reap windfall from surging oil, coal prices’. Business Standard, 18
May 2022. https://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/mukesh-ambani-and-gautam-adani-
reap-windfall-from-surging-oil-coal-prices-122051801160_1.html

Shih, Gerry, Niha Masih, and Anant Gupta. ‘How political will often favors a coal billionaire and his dirty
fossil fuel'. The Washington Post, 9 December 2022
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/12/09/india-coal-gautam-adani-godda/

Sharma, Niharika. ‘A Mukesh Ambani-owned media firm is helping Modi’s BJP win elections in India’.
Quartz, 15 March 2022. https://qz.com/india/2141950/mukesh-ambanis-firm-is-helping-modis-bjp-win-
polls-in-india

‘India's silence on Ukraine crisis a pity, says Shashi Tharoor’. The Times of India, 24 February 2022.
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/indias-silence-on-ukraine-crisis-a-pity-says-shashi-
tharoor/articleshow/89807780.cms

Mohan, Raja. ‘How India can contribute to the peace efforts in the Russia-Ukraine war’. The Indian

Express, 12 November 2022. https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/how-india-can-
contribute-to-the-peace-efforts-in-the-russia-ukraine-war-8255411/

‘7 in 10 urban Indians support taking in Ukrainian refugees: Ipsos survey'. National Herald, 2022.
https://www.nationalheraldindia.com/national/7-in-10-urban-indians-support-taking-in-ukrainian-
refugees-ipsos-survey/

UNHCR. ‘India’. The UNHCR Chief of Mission in India, 2023. https://reporting.unhcr.org/india?year=2023

Mixed reactions to the Russian war against Ukraine in the Indo-Pacific:
Views of governments and civil society 76



201

202

203

204

205

206

207

208

209

210

211

212

213

214

215

216

217

218

‘India hands over 12th consignment of humanitarian aid to Ukraine’. The Times of India, 12 September
2022. https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/india-hands-over-12th-consignment-of-humanitarian-
aid-to-ukraine/articleshow/94157783.cms

‘Europe needs a change of mindset, says Jaishankar in Slovakian capital’. South Asia Monitor, June 4
2022. https://www.southasiamonitor.org/south-asia-abroad/europe-needs-change-mindset-says-
jaishankar-slovakian-capital

“Don't think it's necessary for India to join any axis', says S. Jaishankar’. The Print, June 3 2022.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fiRpsNF6tYg

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark. ‘India-Denmark Joint Statement’. Denmark in India, 3 May 2022.
https://indien.um.dk/en/news/india-denmark-joint-statement

Presse- und Informationsamt der Bundesregierung, Die Bundesregierung. ‘Joint Statement 6th German-
Indian Inter-Governmental Consultations Berlin, 2 May, 2022". Die Bundesregierung, 2 May 2022.
https://www.bundesregierung.de/resource/blob/997532/2029884/191fdc2d770102c12d4063c504e1e
f9b/2022-05-02-joint-statement-6th-german-indian-inter-governmental-consultations-ger-ind-en-
data.pdf?download=1

President of France. ‘Joint statement by President Emmanuel Macron and the Prime Minister of India,
M. Narendra Modi'. President’s Office, 4 May 2022. https://www.elysee.fr/en/emmanuel-
macron/2022/05/04/joint-statement-by-president-emmanuel-macron-and-the-prime-minister-of-india-
m-narendra-modi

‘India can play bridging role in world divided over Ukraine, development: EAM’. The Times of India, 13
December 2022. https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/india-can-play-bridging-role-in-world-
divided-over-ukraine-development-eam/articleshow/96181375.cms

Iswinarno, Chandra and Ria Rizki Nirmala Sari. ‘Minta Perang Dihentikan Saat Rusia Invasi Ukraina,
Jokowi: Menyengsarakan Manusia dan Dunia’. Suara, 24 February 2022.
https://www.suara.com/news/2022/02/24/213107/minta-perang-dihentikan-saat-rusia-invasi-ukraina-
jokowi-menyengsarakan-manusia-dan-dunia

‘Pernyataan Pemerintah Indonesia mengenai Serangan Militer di Ukraina;. Kementerian Luar Negeri
Republik Indonesia, 25 February 2022. https://kemlu.go.id/portal/id/read/3360/berita/pernyataan-
pemerintah-indonesia-mengenai-serangan-militer-di-ukraina

Sorongan, Tommy Patrio. ‘Rl Setujui Resolusi PBB Soal Serangan Rusia ke Ukraina’. CNBC Indonesia, 3
March 2022. https://www.cnbcindonesia.com/news/20220303090659-4-319734/ri-setujui-resolusi-
pbb-soal-serangan-rusia-ke-ukraina

Yoanda, Paul. ‘Dukung Resolusi PBB Indonesia Tolak Akui Aneksasi Rusia Indonesia Kecam Rusia
Caplok 4 Wilayah Ukraina’. Rakyat Merdeka, 13 October 2022. https://rm.id/baca-
berita/internasional/144207/dukung-resolusi-pbbindonesia-tolak-akui-aneksasi-rusia-indonesia-kecam-
rusia-caplok-4-wilayah-ukraina

Jaffrey, Sana. ‘At the G20, Indonesia Claims Long-Overdue Limelight on the Global Stage’. Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace, 14 November 2022.
https://carnegieendowment.org/2022/11/14/at-g20-indonesia-claims-long-overdue-limelight-on-global-
stage-pub-88397

Bambani, Arif. ‘Indonesia Considers Buying Russian Oil, Wary of US Sanctions’ The Indonesia, 13
September 2022. https://www.theindonesia.id/news/2022/09/13/085839/indonesia-considers-buying-
russian-oil-wary-of-us-sanctions

Pangestu Pratama, Wibi. ‘Posisi Kursi KTT G20: Wow, Rusia dan Ukraina Duduk Berseberangan’. Bisnis,
15 November 2022. https://ekonomi.bisnis.com/read/20221115/9/1598435/posisi-kursi-ktt-g20-wow-
rusia-dan-ukraina-duduk-berseberangan

Andi, Dimas. ‘Mengukur Efek Perang Rusia-Ukraina Terhadap Ekonomi Indonesia’. Kontan, 24 February
2022. https://nasional.kontan.co.id/news/mengukur-efek-perang-rusia-ukraina-terhadap-ekonomi-
indonesia

Mufarida, Binti. ‘AS Mitra Dagang Terbesar ke-2 bagi Indonesia. Okezone, 11 October 2022.
https://economy.okezone.com/read/2022/10/11/320/2685017/as-mitra-dagang-terbesar-ke-2-bagi-
indonesia?page=1

Adryamarthanino, Verelladevanka. ‘Latar Belakang Lahirnya Politik Luar Negeri Bebas Aktif Indonesia’.
Kompas, 17 January 2022. https://www.kompas.com/stori/read/2022/01/17/120000679/|atar-
belakang-lahirnya-politik-luar-negeri-bebas-aktif-indonesia?page=all

Putri, Divani Amelia Putri. ‘Kebijakan Politik Luar Negeri Indonesia “Bebas-Aktif” di Tengah Krisis Rusia-
Ukraina’. Kompasiana, 9 October 2022.

Mixed reactions to the Russian war against Ukraine in the Indo-Pacific:

Views of governments and civil society

77


https://www.suara.com/news/2022/02/24/213107/minta-perang-dihentikan-saat-rusia-invasi-ukraina-jokowi-menyengsarakan-manusia-dan-dunia
https://www.suara.com/news/2022/02/24/213107/minta-perang-dihentikan-saat-rusia-invasi-ukraina-jokowi-menyengsarakan-manusia-dan-dunia
https://kemlu.go.id/portal/id/read/3360/berita/pernyataan-pemerintah-indonesia-mengenai-serangan-militer-di-ukraina
https://kemlu.go.id/portal/id/read/3360/berita/pernyataan-pemerintah-indonesia-mengenai-serangan-militer-di-ukraina
https://www.cnbcindonesia.com/news/20220303090659-4-319734/ri-setujui-resolusi-pbb-soal-serangan-rusia-ke-ukraina
https://www.cnbcindonesia.com/news/20220303090659-4-319734/ri-setujui-resolusi-pbb-soal-serangan-rusia-ke-ukraina
https://rm.id/baca-berita/internasional/144207/dukung-resolusi-pbbindonesia-tolak-akui-aneksasi-rusia-indonesia-kecam-rusia-caplok-4-wilayah-ukraina
https://rm.id/baca-berita/internasional/144207/dukung-resolusi-pbbindonesia-tolak-akui-aneksasi-rusia-indonesia-kecam-rusia-caplok-4-wilayah-ukraina
https://rm.id/baca-berita/internasional/144207/dukung-resolusi-pbbindonesia-tolak-akui-aneksasi-rusia-indonesia-kecam-rusia-caplok-4-wilayah-ukraina
https://carnegieendowment.org/2022/11/14/at-g20-indonesia-claims-long-overdue-limelight-on-global-stage-pub-88397
https://carnegieendowment.org/2022/11/14/at-g20-indonesia-claims-long-overdue-limelight-on-global-stage-pub-88397
https://www.theindonesia.id/news/2022/09/13/085839/indonesia-considers-buying-russian-oil-wary-of-us-sanctions
https://www.theindonesia.id/news/2022/09/13/085839/indonesia-considers-buying-russian-oil-wary-of-us-sanctions
https://ekonomi.bisnis.com/read/20221115/9/1598435/posisi-kursi-ktt-g20-wow-rusia-dan-ukraina-duduk-berseberangan
https://ekonomi.bisnis.com/read/20221115/9/1598435/posisi-kursi-ktt-g20-wow-rusia-dan-ukraina-duduk-berseberangan
https://nasional.kontan.co.id/news/mengukur-efek-perang-rusia-ukraina-terhadap-ekonomi-indonesia
https://nasional.kontan.co.id/news/mengukur-efek-perang-rusia-ukraina-terhadap-ekonomi-indonesia
https://economy.okezone.com/read/2022/10/11/320/2685017/as-mitra-dagang-terbesar-ke-2-bagi-indonesia?page=1
https://economy.okezone.com/read/2022/10/11/320/2685017/as-mitra-dagang-terbesar-ke-2-bagi-indonesia?page=1
https://www.kompas.com/stori/read/2022/01/17/120000679/latar-belakang-lahirnya-politik-luar-negeri-bebas-aktif-indonesia?page=all
https://www.kompas.com/stori/read/2022/01/17/120000679/latar-belakang-lahirnya-politik-luar-negeri-bebas-aktif-indonesia?page=all

219

220

221

222

223

224

225

226

227

228

229

230

231

232

233

234

237

238

239

240

https://www.kompasiana.com/divaniameliaputri/6342e72108a8b53ed1151052/kebijakan-politik-luar-
negeri-indonesia-bebas-aktif-di-tengah-krisis-rusia-ukraina

Jaffrey, “At the G20, Indonesia Claims Long-Overdue Limelight on the Global Stage.”

Jordan, Jonathan. ‘Melihat Implikasi Kunjungan Jokowi ke Ukraina-Rusia: Perspektif “Non-Barat” Dalam
Resolusi Konflik'. Kontekstual, July 2022. https://kontekstual.com/melihat-implikasi-kunjungan-jokowi-
ke-ukraina-rusia-perspektif-non-barat-dalam-resolusi-konflik/

Lanten, Naufal. ‘PDIP Bantah Jokowi Gagal Damaikan Rusia-Ukraina: Perdamaian Butuh Proses’. Tribun
News, 4 July 2022. https://www.tribunnews.com/nasional/2022/07/04/pdip-bantah-jokowi-gagal-
damaikan-rusia-ukraina-diplomasi-butuh-proses

Trismawan, Bambang. ‘Presiden Rl Jadi Juru Damai Rusia vs Ukraina PKS Pun Memuji Langkah
Jokowi'. Rakyat Merdeka, 30 June 2022. https://rm.id/baca-berita/internasional/130522/presiden-ri-
jadi-juru-damai-rusia-vs-ukraina-pks-pun-memuji-langkah-jokowi

Hardianingsih, Dea. “Prabowo Puji jokowi dalam Upaya Perdamaian Rusia-Ukraina,” Inilah, October 30,
2022, https://www.inilah.com/prabowo-puji-jokowi-dalam-upaya-perdamaian-rusia-ukraina

Latif, Nazarudin and Pizaro Gozali Idrus. ‘Indonesia: Besar kemungkinan Putin tidak hadir di KTT G20'. 8
November 2022. https://www.benarnews.org/indonesian/berita/kemungkinan-putin-tidak-hadir-ktt-g20-
11082022130110.html

Schreck, Adam and Foster Klug. ‘G-20 leaders end summit condemning Russia despite divisions’. AP
News, 17 November 2022. https://apnews.com/article/british-politics-biden-g-20-summit-china-
indonesia-fda2b5ad249d72cc49071f7a8b4503fc

Pristiandaru, Danur Lambang. ‘Rusia Puji Deklarasi KTT G20 di Bali: Kemenangan Akal Sehat’. Kompas,
18 November 2022. https://www.kompas.com/global/read/2022/11/18/120100370/rusia-puji-
deklarasi-ktt-g20-di-bali-kemenangan-akal-sehat?page=all

‘Tidak Disangka KTT G20 Bali mampu Hasilkan Deklarasi’. Kabar Tuban, 18 November 2022.
https://kabartuban.com/tidak-disangka-ktt-g20-bali-mampu-hasilkan-deklarasi/34504

Purnama, Chandra, Sasti Khoirunnisa, Anggia Utami Dewi, and Dina Yulianti. ‘Russia Beyond Indonesia:
Image Transforming Effort Through Public Diplomacy’.Jurnal Global & Strategis 14, no. 1, p. 110, 8 June
2020. https://doi.org/10.20473/jgs.14.1.2020.109-124

Dharmaputra, Radityo. ‘Why do so many Indonesians back Russia’s invasion of Ukraine?’. Indonesia at
Melbourne, 9 March 2022. https://indonesiaatmelbourne.unimelb.edu.au/why-do-so-many-indonesians-
back-russias-invasion-of-ukraine/

Dharmaputra, ‘Why do so many Indonesians back Russia’s invasion of Ukraine?’. 2022.

Prambadi, Gilang Akbar. ‘30 Tahun Hubungan Diplomatik Ukraina-Indonesia, Dubes: Kawan Paling
Setia.” Republika Online, 14 June 2022. https://www.republika.co.id/berita/rdgi7a456/30-tahun-
hubungan-diplomatik-ukrainaindonesia-dubes-kawan-paling-setia

Suryakusuma, Julia. ‘Russia-Indonesia: 70 Years of Friendship.” Modern Diplomacy, 20 February 2020.
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2020/02/21/russia-indonesia-70-years-of-friendship/

Dharmaputra, ‘Why do so many Indonesians back Russia’s invasion of Ukraine?".

Purnama et al. ‘Russia Beyond Indonesia: Image Transforming Effort Through Public Diplomacy’: 114-
115. 2020.

Varagur, Krithika. ‘Indonesia’s Moderate Islam Is Slowly Crumbling'. Foreign Policy, 26 July 2019.
https://foreignpolicy.com/2017/02/14/indonesias-moderate-islam-is-slowly-crumbling/

Purnama et al. ‘Russia Beyond Indonesia: Image Transforming Effort Through Public Diplomacy’: 118-
120.

Dharmaputra.

‘Russia and Ukraine Jostle for Support of World’s Largest Islamic Group’. South China Morning Post, 17
March 2022. https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3170667/russia-and-ukraine-jostle-
support-worlds-largest-islamic-group

Purnama et al. ‘Russia Beyond Indonesia: Image Transforming Effort Through Public Diplomacy’: 121.
2020.

Dharmaputra.

Mixed reactions to the Russian war against Ukraine in the Indo-Pacific:

Views of governments and civil society

78


https://www.kompasiana.com/divaniameliaputri/6342e72108a8b53ed1151052/kebijakan-politik-luar-negeri-indonesia-bebas-aktif-di-tengah-krisis-rusia-ukraina
https://www.kompasiana.com/divaniameliaputri/6342e72108a8b53ed1151052/kebijakan-politik-luar-negeri-indonesia-bebas-aktif-di-tengah-krisis-rusia-ukraina
https://kontekstual.com/melihat-implikasi-kunjungan-jokowi-ke-ukraina-rusia-perspektif-non-barat-dalam-resolusi-konflik/
https://kontekstual.com/melihat-implikasi-kunjungan-jokowi-ke-ukraina-rusia-perspektif-non-barat-dalam-resolusi-konflik/
https://www.tribunnews.com/nasional/2022/07/04/pdip-bantah-jokowi-gagal-damaikan-rusia-ukraina-diplomasi-butuh-proses
https://www.tribunnews.com/nasional/2022/07/04/pdip-bantah-jokowi-gagal-damaikan-rusia-ukraina-diplomasi-butuh-proses
https://rm.id/baca-berita/internasional/130522/presiden-ri-jadi-juru-damai-rusia-vs-ukraina-pks-pun-memuji-langkah-jokowi
https://rm.id/baca-berita/internasional/130522/presiden-ri-jadi-juru-damai-rusia-vs-ukraina-pks-pun-memuji-langkah-jokowi
https://www.inilah.com/prabowo-puji-jokowi-dalam-upaya-perdamaian-rusia-ukraina
https://www.benarnews.org/indonesian/berita/kemungkinan-putin-tidak-hadir-ktt-g20-11082022130110.html
https://www.benarnews.org/indonesian/berita/kemungkinan-putin-tidak-hadir-ktt-g20-11082022130110.html
https://apnews.com/article/british-politics-biden-g-20-summit-china-indonesia-fda2b5ad249d72cc49071f7a8b4503fc
https://apnews.com/article/british-politics-biden-g-20-summit-china-indonesia-fda2b5ad249d72cc49071f7a8b4503fc
https://www.kompas.com/global/read/2022/11/18/120100370/rusia-puji-deklarasi-ktt-g20-di-bali-kemenangan-akal-sehat?page=all
https://www.kompas.com/global/read/2022/11/18/120100370/rusia-puji-deklarasi-ktt-g20-di-bali-kemenangan-akal-sehat?page=all
https://kabartuban.com/tidak-disangka-ktt-g20-bali-mampu-hasilkan-deklarasi/34504
https://doi.org/10.20473/jgs.14.1.2020.109-124
https://indonesiaatmelbourne.unimelb.edu.au/why-do-so-many-indonesians-back-russias-invasion-of-ukraine/
https://indonesiaatmelbourne.unimelb.edu.au/why-do-so-many-indonesians-back-russias-invasion-of-ukraine/
https://www.republika.co.id/berita/rdgi7a456/30-tahun-hubungan-diplomatik-ukrainaindonesia-dubes-kawan-paling-setia
https://www.republika.co.id/berita/rdgi7a456/30-tahun-hubungan-diplomatik-ukrainaindonesia-dubes-kawan-paling-setia
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2020/02/21/russia-indonesia-70-years-of-friendship/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2017/02/14/indonesias-moderate-islam-is-slowly-crumbling/
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3170667/russia-and-ukraine-jostle-support-worlds-largest-islamic-group
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3170667/russia-and-ukraine-jostle-support-worlds-largest-islamic-group

241

242

243

244

245

246

247

248

249

250

251

252

253

254

256

257

258

259

260

261

262

Kurnia, Tommy. ‘Rusia Puji Kecerdasan Rakyat Indonesia Terkait Operasi Militer di Ukraina’. Liputan 6, 7
September 2022. https://www.liputan6é.com/global/read/5063661/rusia-puji-kecerdasan-rakyat-
indonesia-terkait-operasi-militer-khusus-di-ukraina

‘Pesan WNI Pengungsi Dari Ukraina: ‘Netizen Tolong Jangan Komen Yang Menyakitkan,”. VOA
Indonesia, 17 March 2022. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8fw7F-0_i6U

Fitriani, Evi. ‘Indonesia’s Wary Embrace of China’. Merics, 18 August 2022.
https://merics.org/en/indonesias-wary-embrace-china

Sulaiman, Yohanes. ‘Indonesia Is a Fence Sitter on the Russia—Ukraine Crisis’. East Asia Forum, 20 April
2022. https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2022/04/20/indonesia-is-a-fence-sitter-on-the-russia-ukraine-
crisis/

Pifer, Steven. ‘The Russia-Ukraine War and Its Ramifications for Russia’. Brookings, 8 December 2022.
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/the-russia-ukraine-war-and-its-ramifications-for-russia/

‘Indonesia, France Sign Defense Cooperation Agreement’. Indonesia Window, 1 July 2021.
https://indonesiawindow.com/en/indonesia-france-sign-defense-cooperation-agreement/

Hummel, Tassilo and Stanley Widianto. ‘France Seals $8.1 Billion Deal with Indonesia to Sell 42 Rafale
Jets'. Reuters, 10 February 2022. https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/indonesia-
orders-42-rafale-jets-french-defence-minister-says-2022-02-10/

Hakim, Syaiful Nabil Ihsan Hakim. ‘Minister Subianto Sees France as Indonesia's Strategic Partner’.
Antara News, 14 December 2022. https://en.antaranews.com/news/238801/minister-subianto-sees-
france-as-indonesias-strategic-partner

Laksmana, Evan. ‘Indonesia Unprepared as United States, China Clash in Indo-Pacific’. Foreign Policy, 27
August 2021. https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/08/26/indonesia-china-us-geopolitics/

Curic, Ana. ‘Arms Exports: A Business without an EU Policy’. Investigate Europe, 21 July 2022.
https://www.investigate-europe.eu/en/2022/arms-exports-a-business-without-an-eu-policy/

Turcsényi, Richard Q., Kristina Kironsk3, Alfred Gerstl, Klara Dubravéikovd, James locovozzi, Peter Gries,
Andrew Chubb, Matej Simal&ik. ‘Public Opinion in the Indo-Pacific: Divided on China, Cheering for US &
EU'. CEIAS, 22 November 2022. https://ceias.eu/public-opinion-in-the-indo-pacific-divided-on-china-
cheering-for-us-eu/

Fitriani, Evi. ‘Indonesia: Hoping for More Active EU Relations - The Southern Mirror: Reflections on
Europe From the Global South’. Carnegie Europe, 29 June 2022.
https://carnegieeurope.eu/2022/06/29/indonesia-hoping-for-more-active-eu-relations-pub-87309

Hutt, David. ‘What Are the EU’'s Options in Palm Oil Standoff?’. DW, 22 July 2022.
https://www.dw.com/en/what-are-eus-options-in-palm-oil-row-with-malaysia-and-indonesia/a-
62564129

Ansori, Sofyan. ‘Kebakaran Hutan Berulang Di Indonesia Dipengaruhi Ketegangan Politik Di Tingkat
Lokal'. The Conversation, 16 September 2021. https://theconversation.com/kebakaran-hutan-berulang-
di-indonesia-dipengaruhi-ketegangan-politik-di-tingkat-lokal-167442

‘Wildfires in Europe Burn Second-Biggest Area on Record'. Euractiv,23 August 2022.
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/wildfires-in-europe-burn-second-biggest-
area-on-record/

Ask Ep. ‘Forest Fires and Forestry Policy’. Epthinktank, 15 July 2022.
https://epthinktank.eu/2022/07/18/forest-fires-and-forestry-policy/

European Research Executive Agency. ‘The EU-Funded Projects Helping to Fight Forest Fires.” European
Commission, 9 August 2022. https://rea.ec.europa.eu/news/eu-funded-projects-helping-fight-forest-
fires-2022-08-09_en

Ansori, “Kebakaran Hutan Berulang Di Indonesia Dipengaruhi Ketegangan Politik Di Tingkat Lokal.”

Shofa, Jayanty Nada. ‘And So Begins Indonesia’s 2023 ASEAN Chairmanship’. 4 January 2023.
https://jakartaglobe.id/news/and-so-begins-indonesias-2023-asean-chairmanship

Adryamarthanino. ‘Latar Belakang Lahirnya Politik Luar Negeri Bebas Aktif Indonesia’. 2022.

Zulfikar, Muhammad and Suharto. ‘Indonesia, Russia to Discuss Ways to Boost Bilateral Ties: MPR
Chief'. Antara News, 14 December 2022, https://en.antaranews.com/news/251849/indonesia-russia-to-
discuss-ways-to-boost-bilateral-ties-mpr-chief

‘Rusia Negara Asing Pertama Berdonasi Korban Gempa Cianjur Via PMI, Vladimir Putin Turut
Berbelasungkawa’. Liputan 6, 2 December 2022.

Mixed reactions to the Russian war against Ukraine in the Indo-Pacific:

Views of governments and civil society

79


https://www.liputan6.com/global/read/5063661/rusia-puji-kecerdasan-rakyat-indonesia-terkait-operasi-militer-khusus-di-ukraina
https://www.liputan6.com/global/read/5063661/rusia-puji-kecerdasan-rakyat-indonesia-terkait-operasi-militer-khusus-di-ukraina
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8fw7F-0_i6U
https://merics.org/en/indonesias-wary-embrace-china
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2022/04/20/indonesia-is-a-fence-sitter-on-the-russia-ukraine-crisis/
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2022/04/20/indonesia-is-a-fence-sitter-on-the-russia-ukraine-crisis/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/the-russia-ukraine-war-and-its-ramifications-for-russia/
https://indonesiawindow.com/en/indonesia-france-sign-defense-cooperation-agreement/
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/indonesia-orders-42-rafale-jets-french-defence-minister-says-2022-02-10/
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/indonesia-orders-42-rafale-jets-french-defence-minister-says-2022-02-10/
https://en.antaranews.com/news/238801/minister-subianto-sees-france-as-indonesias-strategic-partner
https://en.antaranews.com/news/238801/minister-subianto-sees-france-as-indonesias-strategic-partner
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/08/26/indonesia-china-us-geopolitics/
https://www.investigate-europe.eu/en/2022/arms-exports-a-business-without-an-eu-policy/
https://ceias.eu/public-opinion-in-the-indo-pacific-divided-on-china-cheering-for-us-eu/
https://ceias.eu/public-opinion-in-the-indo-pacific-divided-on-china-cheering-for-us-eu/
https://carnegieeurope.eu/2022/06/29/indonesia-hoping-for-more-active-eu-relations-pub-87309
https://www.dw.com/en/what-are-eus-options-in-palm-oil-row-with-malaysia-and-indonesia/a-62564129
https://www.dw.com/en/what-are-eus-options-in-palm-oil-row-with-malaysia-and-indonesia/a-62564129
https://theconversation.com/kebakaran-hutan-berulang-di-indonesia-dipengaruhi-ketegangan-politik-di-tingkat-lokal-167442
https://theconversation.com/kebakaran-hutan-berulang-di-indonesia-dipengaruhi-ketegangan-politik-di-tingkat-lokal-167442
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/wildfires-in-europe-burn-second-biggest-area-on-record/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/wildfires-in-europe-burn-second-biggest-area-on-record/
https://epthinktank.eu/2022/07/18/forest-fires-and-forestry-policy/
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/news/eu-funded-projects-helping-fight-forest-fires-2022-08-09_en
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/news/eu-funded-projects-helping-fight-forest-fires-2022-08-09_en
https://jakartaglobe.id/news/and-so-begins-indonesias-2023-asean-chairmanship
https://en.antaranews.com/news/251849/indonesia-russia-to-discuss-ways-to-boost-bilateral-ties-mpr-chief
https://en.antaranews.com/news/251849/indonesia-russia-to-discuss-ways-to-boost-bilateral-ties-mpr-chief

263

264

265

266

267

268

269

270

271

272

273

274

275

276

277

278

279

280

281

https://www.liputané.com/global/read/5142622/rusia-negara-asing-pertama-berdonasi-korban-gempa-
cianjur-via-pmi-vladimir-putin-turut-berbelasungkawa

Lingan, Suganya. ‘Malaysia Says It Won't Sanction Russia for Invading Ukraine’. Benar News, 8 March
2022. https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/malaysian/malaysia-wont-sanction-russia-over-
ukraine-03082022150416.html

Yolandha, Friska. “Malaysia Sumbang Tujuh Persen Perdagangan Semikonduktor Dunia,” Republika
Online, 14 March 2022. https://www.republika.co.id/berita/r8qo38370/malaysia-sumbang-tujuh-persen-
perdagangan-semikonduktor-dunia

Kaur, Dashveenijit. ‘Did Malaysia Just Offer to Supply Semiconductors to Russia?’. Tech Wire Asia, 9
May 2022. https://techwireasia.com/2022/05/did-malaysia-just-offer-to-supply-semiconductors-to-
russia/

Zulkifli, Ahmad Mustakim. ‘Warmer Ties with Russia Unlikely, Even as Geopolitical Ground Continues to
Shift’. Malaysia Now, 13 September 2022. https://www.malaysianow.com/news/2022/09/13/warmer-
ties-with-russia-unlikely-even-as-geopolitical-ground-continues-to-shift

Sidek, Namri. Apakah Hubungan Ekonomi Yang Wujud Di Antara Malaysia dan Ukraine?’. lluminasi, 7
March 2022. https://iluminasi.com/bm/apakah-hubungan-ekonomi-yang-wujud-di-antara-malaysia-dan-
ukraine.html

Lopez, Greg. ‘Neutrality and Non-Interference, Malaysian Style’. East Asia Forum, 28 August 2020.
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2009/07/16/neutrality-and-non-interference-malaysian-style/

‘lkuti Jejak Indonesia, Malaysia juga Tolak Jatuhkan Sanksi kepada Rusia atas Invasi ke Ukraina karena
Hal Ini". Koran-Jakarta, 10 May 2022. https://koran-jakarta.com/ikuti-jejak-indonesia-malaysia-juga-
tolak-jatuhkan-sanksi-kepada-rusia-atas-invasi-ke-ukraina-karena-hal-ini?page=all

Aziz, Fazleena. ‘Experts: Malaysia's Stand Is Neutral and Non-Aligned’. The Star, 5 March 2022.
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2022/03/05/experts-malaysias-stand-is-neutral-and-non-
aligned

Adam, Ashman. ‘Study Finds Less than Half of Malaysians Care about Impact of Russia-Ukraine Conflict
than Covid Economic Recovery’. Malay Mail, 27 April 2022.
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2022/04/27/study-finds-less-than-half-of-malaysians-
care-about-impact-of-russia-ukrain/2055880

Zakirin. ‘SAPE JAHAT? UKRAINE KE RUSSIA?'. YouTube, 5 March 2022.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnyCBAPCVI4

APHD Channel. ‘Kenapa Putin Menyerang Ukraine’. YouTube, 12 March 2022.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jw5LnCpQ49k

Loh, Benjamin Y. H. and Munira Mustaffa. ‘Social Media Discourse in Malaysia on the Russia-Ukraine
Conflict: Rationales for Pro-Russia Sentiments’. Fulcrum Analysis on Southeast Asia, 27 April 2022.
https://fulcrum.sg/social-media-discourse-in-malaysia-on-the-russia-ukraine-conflict-rationales-for-pro-
russia-sentiments/

‘Russian exhibition in Malaysia a great initiative to promote Islam’. New Malaysia Times, 23 November
2022. https://newmalaysiatimes.com/?p=15603

Loh and Mustaffa. ‘Social Media Discourse in Malaysia on the Russia-Ukraine Conflict: Rationales for
Pro-Russia Sentiments’. 2022.

‘Putin Seeks to Kindle Anti-Western Sentiment among Asian Leaders’. Nikkei Asia, 13 October 2022.
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Ukraine-war/Putin-seeks-to-kindle-anti-Western-sentiment-among-
Asian-leaders

Zurairi, A.R. ‘Pew Survey: Half of Malaysians View Russia Positively, with Six in 10 Feeling Putin ‘doing
the Right Thing’ in World Affairs’. Malay Mail, 27 June 2022.
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2022/06/27/pew-survey-half-of-malaysians-view-russia-
positively-with-six-in-10-feeling-putin-doing-the-right-thing-in-world-affairs/14366

‘Political Issues - Ukraine and Malaysia’. Embassy of Ukraine in Malaysia.
https://web.archive.org/web/20140108175736/http://malaysia.mfa.gov.ua/en/ukraine-my/diplomacy

Loh and Mustaffa. ‘Social Media Discourse in Malaysia on the Russia-Ukraine Conflict: Rationales for
Pro-Russia Sentiments’.

ul Khalig, Riyaz. ‘Anwar Ibrahim Dorong Malaysia Yang ‘netral’ Di Tengah Persaingan Kekuatan Besar Di
Asia-Pasifik’. AA, 25 July 2022. https://www.aa.com.tr/id/regional/anwar-ibrahim-dorong-malaysia-
yang-netral-di-tengah-persaingan-kekuatan-besar-di-asia-pasifik/2645239

Mixed reactions to the Russian war against Ukraine in the Indo-Pacific:
Views of governments and civil society 80


https://www.liputan6.com/global/read/5142622/rusia-negara-asing-pertama-berdonasi-korban-gempa-cianjur-via-pmi-vladimir-putin-turut-berbelasungkawa
https://www.liputan6.com/global/read/5142622/rusia-negara-asing-pertama-berdonasi-korban-gempa-cianjur-via-pmi-vladimir-putin-turut-berbelasungkawa
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/malaysian/malaysia-wont-sanction-russia-over-ukraine-03082022150416.html
https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/malaysian/malaysia-wont-sanction-russia-over-ukraine-03082022150416.html
https://www.republika.co.id/berita/r8qo38370/malaysia-sumbang-tujuh-persen-perdagangan-semikonduktor-dunia
https://www.republika.co.id/berita/r8qo38370/malaysia-sumbang-tujuh-persen-perdagangan-semikonduktor-dunia
https://techwireasia.com/2022/05/did-malaysia-just-offer-to-supply-semiconductors-to-russia/
https://techwireasia.com/2022/05/did-malaysia-just-offer-to-supply-semiconductors-to-russia/
https://www.malaysianow.com/news/2022/09/13/warmer-ties-with-russia-unlikely-even-as-geopolitical-ground-continues-to-shift
https://www.malaysianow.com/news/2022/09/13/warmer-ties-with-russia-unlikely-even-as-geopolitical-ground-continues-to-shift
https://iluminasi.com/bm/apakah-hubungan-ekonomi-yang-wujud-di-antara-malaysia-dan-ukraine.html
https://iluminasi.com/bm/apakah-hubungan-ekonomi-yang-wujud-di-antara-malaysia-dan-ukraine.html
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2009/07/16/neutrality-and-non-interference-malaysian-style/
https://koran-jakarta.com/ikuti-jejak-indonesia-malaysia-juga-tolak-jatuhkan-sanksi-kepada-rusia-atas-invasi-ke-ukraina-karena-hal-ini?page=all
https://koran-jakarta.com/ikuti-jejak-indonesia-malaysia-juga-tolak-jatuhkan-sanksi-kepada-rusia-atas-invasi-ke-ukraina-karena-hal-ini?page=all
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2022/03/05/experts-malaysias-stand-is-neutral-and-non-aligned
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2022/03/05/experts-malaysias-stand-is-neutral-and-non-aligned
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2022/04/27/study-finds-less-than-half-of-malaysians-care-about-impact-of-russia-ukrain/2055880
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2022/04/27/study-finds-less-than-half-of-malaysians-care-about-impact-of-russia-ukrain/2055880
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnyCBAPCVl4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jw5LnCpQ49k
https://fulcrum.sg/social-media-discourse-in-malaysia-on-the-russia-ukraine-conflict-rationales-for-pro-russia-sentiments/
https://fulcrum.sg/social-media-discourse-in-malaysia-on-the-russia-ukraine-conflict-rationales-for-pro-russia-sentiments/
https://newmalaysiatimes.com/?p=15603
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Ukraine-war/Putin-seeks-to-kindle-anti-Western-sentiment-among-Asian-leaders
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Ukraine-war/Putin-seeks-to-kindle-anti-Western-sentiment-among-Asian-leaders
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2022/06/27/pew-survey-half-of-malaysians-view-russia-positively-with-six-in-10-feeling-putin-doing-the-right-thing-in-world-affairs/14366
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2022/06/27/pew-survey-half-of-malaysians-view-russia-positively-with-six-in-10-feeling-putin-doing-the-right-thing-in-world-affairs/14366
https://web.archive.org/web/20140108175736/http:/malaysia.mfa.gov.ua/en/ukraine-my/diplomacy
https://www.aa.com.tr/id/regional/anwar-ibrahim-dorong-malaysia-yang-netral-di-tengah-persaingan-kekuatan-besar-di-asia-pasifik/2645239
https://www.aa.com.tr/id/regional/anwar-ibrahim-dorong-malaysia-yang-netral-di-tengah-persaingan-kekuatan-besar-di-asia-pasifik/2645239

282

283

284

285

286

287

288

289

290

291

292

293

294

295

296

297

298

299

300

301

302

303

‘Putin Ally Deepens Russia’s ‘strategic Partnership’ with China’. Reuter, 19 September 2022.
https://www.reuters.com/world/russia-china-agree-deepen-defence-cooperation-joint-exercises-
interfax-cites-2022-09-19/

Jamal, Umair. ‘Quiet Defiance: Understanding Malaysia’s Careful Stance on Uyghur Muslims’. ASEAN
Today | Daily Commentaries Covering ASEAN Business, Fintech, Economics, and Politics, 20 December
2020. https://www.aseantoday.com/2020/12/quiet-defiance-understanding-malaysias-careful-stance-
on-uyghur-muslims/

Loh and Mustaffa.
Jamal. ‘Quiet Defiance: Understanding Malaysia’s Careful Stance on Uyghur Muslims’. 2020.

Amin, Azril Mohd. ‘Malaysia must remain non-aligned and neutral’. New Straits Times, 22 March 2022.
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists/2022/03/782314/malaysia-must-remain-non-aligned-
and-neutral

Ming, Lee Siu Ming. ‘EU-Malaysia Trade Ties Strengthen despite Persistent Differences’. Penang
Institute, 17 January 2022. https://penanginstitute.org/publications/issues/eu-malaysia-trade-ties-
strengthen-despite-persistent-differences/

Hutt, David. ‘Can Malaysia’s New Prime Minister Tighten Ties with EU?". DW, 28 November 2022
https://www.dw.com/en/can-malaysias-new-prime-minister-tighten-ties-with-eu/a-63915647

Aman, Azanis Shabhila. ‘Spillover effects on Russia-Ukraine conflict on Malaysia’. New Straits Times, 8
October 2022. https://www.nst.com.my/business/2022/10/838554/spillover-effects-russia-ukraine-
conflict-malaysia

‘Malaysia’s Power Sector under Pressure from Ukraine-Russia War'. Malay Mail, 7 December 2022.
https://www.malaymail.com/news/money/2022/12/07/malaysias-power-sector-under-pressure-from-
ukraine-russia-war/43948

‘Malaysia sets out national energy policy for next 20 years’. Pinsent Masons, 29 September 2022.
https://www.pinsentmasons.com/out-law/news/malaysia-sets-out-national-energy-policy-for-next-20-
years

‘Malaysia’s Power Sector under Pressure from Ukraine-Russia War'. 2022.

Kliem, Frederick. ‘How the EU Can Still Succeed in the Indo-Pacific Despite the War in Ukraine’. The
Diplomat, 27 May 2022. https://thediplomat.com/2022/05/how-the-eu-can-still-succeed-in-the-indo-
pacific-despite-the-war-in-ukraine/

European Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations. ‘The EU and Morocco Launch the First
Green Partnership on Energy, Climate and the Environment Ahead of COP 27'. European Commission,
18 October 2022. https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/news/eu-and-morocco-launch-
first-green-partnership-energy-climate-and-environment-ahead-cop-27-2022-10-18_en

Kliem. ‘How the EU Can Still Succeed in the Indo-Pacific Despite the War in Ukraine’. 2022.

EEAS Press Team. ‘The European Union and Malaysia’. European Union External Action, 1 August 2022,
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/malaysia/european-union-and-malaysia_en?s=170

Metioui, Hamza. ‘Malaysia's Ambassador to Rabat: My Country Desires to Cooperate with Morocco in
Field of Solar Cells and Automotive Industry, the Kingdom Is Excellent Destination for Our Students’.
Assahifa, 18 September 2022. https://www.assahifa.com/english/morocco/malaysias-ambassador-to-
rabat-my-country-desires-to-cooperate-with-morocco-in-field-of-solar-cells-and-automotive-industry-the-
kingdom-is-excellent-destination-for-our-students/

ul Khalig. ‘Anwar Ibrahim Dorong Malaysia Yang ‘netral’ Di Tengah Persaingan Kekuatan Besar Di Asia-
Pasifik’. 2022.

Adam. ‘Study Finds Less than Half of Malaysians Care about Impact of Russia-Ukraine Conflict than
Covid Economic Recovery’. 2022.

Zulkifli. ‘Warmer Ties with Russia Unlikely, Even as Geopolitical Ground Continues to Shift’. 2022.
ul Khalig.

Keong, Lee Min Keong. ‘Great power competition: Anwar’s delicate balancing act’. Free Malaysia Today,
29 November 2022. https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/opinion/2022/11/29/great-power-
competition-anwars-delicate-balancing-act/

ASEAN. ‘ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Statement on The Situation in Ukraine’. ASEAN, 26 February 2022.
https://asean.org/asean-foreign-ministers-statement-on-the-situation-in-ukraine/

Mixed reactions to the Russian war against Ukraine in the Indo-Pacific:

Views of governments and civil society

81


https://www.reuters.com/world/russia-china-agree-deepen-defence-cooperation-joint-exercises-interfax-cites-2022-09-19/
https://www.reuters.com/world/russia-china-agree-deepen-defence-cooperation-joint-exercises-interfax-cites-2022-09-19/
https://www.aseantoday.com/2020/12/quiet-defiance-understanding-malaysias-careful-stance-on-uyghur-muslims/
https://www.aseantoday.com/2020/12/quiet-defiance-understanding-malaysias-careful-stance-on-uyghur-muslims/
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists/2022/03/782314/malaysia-must-remain-non-aligned-and-neutral
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists/2022/03/782314/malaysia-must-remain-non-aligned-and-neutral
https://penanginstitute.org/publications/issues/eu-malaysia-trade-ties-strengthen-despite-persistent-differences/
https://penanginstitute.org/publications/issues/eu-malaysia-trade-ties-strengthen-despite-persistent-differences/
https://www.dw.com/en/can-malaysias-new-prime-minister-tighten-ties-with-eu/a-63915647
https://www.nst.com.my/business/2022/10/838554/spillover-effects-russia-ukraine-conflict-malaysia
https://www.nst.com.my/business/2022/10/838554/spillover-effects-russia-ukraine-conflict-malaysia
https://www.malaymail.com/news/money/2022/12/07/malaysias-power-sector-under-pressure-from-ukraine-russia-war/43948
https://www.malaymail.com/news/money/2022/12/07/malaysias-power-sector-under-pressure-from-ukraine-russia-war/43948
https://www.pinsentmasons.com/out-law/news/malaysia-sets-out-national-energy-policy-for-next-20-years
https://www.pinsentmasons.com/out-law/news/malaysia-sets-out-national-energy-policy-for-next-20-years
https://thediplomat.com/2022/05/how-the-eu-can-still-succeed-in-the-indo-pacific-despite-the-war-in-ukraine/
https://thediplomat.com/2022/05/how-the-eu-can-still-succeed-in-the-indo-pacific-despite-the-war-in-ukraine/
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/news/eu-and-morocco-launch-first-green-partnership-energy-climate-and-environment-ahead-cop-27-2022-10-18_en
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/news/eu-and-morocco-launch-first-green-partnership-energy-climate-and-environment-ahead-cop-27-2022-10-18_en
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/malaysia/european-union-and-malaysia_en?s=170
https://www.assahifa.com/english/morocco/malaysias-ambassador-to-rabat-my-country-desires-to-cooperate-with-morocco-in-field-of-solar-cells-and-automotive-industry-the-kingdom-is-excellent-destination-for-our-students/
https://www.assahifa.com/english/morocco/malaysias-ambassador-to-rabat-my-country-desires-to-cooperate-with-morocco-in-field-of-solar-cells-and-automotive-industry-the-kingdom-is-excellent-destination-for-our-students/
https://www.assahifa.com/english/morocco/malaysias-ambassador-to-rabat-my-country-desires-to-cooperate-with-morocco-in-field-of-solar-cells-and-automotive-industry-the-kingdom-is-excellent-destination-for-our-students/
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/opinion/2022/11/29/great-power-competition-anwars-delicate-balancing-act/
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/opinion/2022/11/29/great-power-competition-anwars-delicate-balancing-act/
https://asean.org/2022/02/26/
https://asean.org/asean-foreign-ministers-statement-on-the-situation-in-ukraine/

304

306

307

308

309

310

311

312

313

314

315

316

317

318

319

320

321

322

323

Hutt, David. ‘Ukraine war nudging Cambodia toward the West'. Asia Times, 27 February 2023.
https://asiatimes.com/2023/02/ukraine-war-nudging-cambodia-toward-the-west/

305 ‘Ukrainian learn demining techniques from Cambodia experts’. Reuter, 19 January 2023.
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukrainians-learn-demining-techniques-cambodian-experts-
2023-01-19/

‘Philippines condemns Russia's invasion of Ukraine, joins call for end to hostilities’. PhilStar, 1 March
2022. https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/03/01/2164154/philippines-condemns-russias-
invasion-ukraine-joins-call-end-hostilities

Gregorio, Xave. ‘Marcos calls Russia-Ukraine war ‘unacceptable”. PhilStar, 19 November 2022.
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/11/19/2225023/marcos-calls-russia-ukraine-war-
unacceptable

‘MFA Spokesperson's Comments on the Situation in Ukraine’. Ministry of Foreign Affairs Singapore, 24
February 2022. https://www.mfa.gov.sg/Newsroom/Press-Statements-Transcripts-and-
Photos/2022/02/20220224-Ukraine

‘Vietnam underlines respect for territorial integrity in response to Ukraine-Russia conflict’. VietnamPlus,
6 October 2022. https://en.vietnamplus.vn/vietnam-underlines-respect-for-territorial-integrity-in-
response-to-ukrainerussia-conflict/239629.vnp

Danh, Thanh. ‘Vietnam calls on Russia, Ukraine to cease hostilities, resume dialogue’. VNExpress, 13
November 2022. https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/vietnam-calls-on-russia-ukraine-to-cease-
hostilities-resume-dialogue-4535466.html

Gerstl, Alfred. ‘Hedging Strategies in Southeast Asia: ASEAN, Malaysia, the Philippines, and Vietnam and
their Relations with China’. 2022. Abingdon and New York: Routledge.

‘Sanctions and Restrictions Against Russia in Response to its Invasion of Ukraine’. Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Singapore, 5 March 2022. https://www.mfa.gov.sg/Newsroom/Press-Statements-Transcripts-
and-Photos/2022/03/20220305-sanctions

‘Singapore 2020 snap elections: Back to the “normal” dominance of the People’s Action Party’. CEIAS,
15 July 2020. https://ceias.eu/singapore-2020-snap-elections-back-to-the-normal-dominance-of-the-
peoples-action-party/

‘Minister for Foreign Affairs Dr Vivian Balakrishnan’s Ministerial Statement on the Situation in Ukraine
and its Implications’. Ministry of Foreign Affairs Singapore, 28 February 2022.
https://www.mfa.gov.sg/Newsroom/Press-Statements-Transcripts-and-Photos/2022/02/20220228-
Ministerial-Statement

Kemp, Ted. ‘Full remarks of U.S. President Joe Biden and Singapore Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong'.
CNBC, 29 March 2022. https://www.cnbc.com/2022/03/30/full-remarks-of-president-joe-biden-and-
singapore-prime-minister-lee.html

Ha, Hoang Thi. ‘The Russia-Ukraine War: Parallels and Lessons for Vietnam'. Fulcrum, 14 March 2022.
https://fulcrum.sg/the-russia-ukraine-war-parallels-and-lessons-for-vietnam/

Saha, Premesha. ‘Understanding ASEAN'’s Non-Linear Approach to the Russia-Ukraine War'. Orf Online
Issue Briefs and Special Reports, 16 December 2022. https://www.orfonline.org/research/aseans-non-
linear-approach-to-the-russia-ukraine-war/. ‘Remarks by the Spokesperson of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Viet Nam Le Thi Thu Hang regarding Viet Nam's reaction to the escalating tensions in Ukraine
and citizen protection work for Vietnamese nationals in this country’. Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Vietnam, 7 March 2023. https://www.mofa.gov.vn/en/tt_baochi/pbnfn/ns220227003221

Ha. ‘The Russia-Ukraine War: Parallels and Lessons for Vietnam’. 2022.

Gerstl. ‘Hedging Strategies in Southeast Asia: ASEAN, Malaysia, the Philippines, and Vietnam and their
Relations with China’. 2022..

‘Vietnam raises great concern over armed conflict in Ukraine’. Vietnam Net, 25 February 2022.
https://vietnamnet.vn/en/vietham-raises-great-concern-over-armed-conflict-in-ukraine-818566.html

‘ASEAN Statistical Yearbook 2021'. ASEAN. https://asean.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/12/ASYB_2021_All_Final.pdf

OEC. https://oec.world/en

Storey, lan. ‘The Russia-Ukraine War and its Potential Impact on Russia’s Arms Sales to Southeast Asia’.
ISEAS Perspective, 5 May 2022. https://www.iseas.edu.sg/wp-
content/uploads/2022/04/ISEAS_Perspective_2022_47.pdf

Mixed reactions to the Russian war against Ukraine in the Indo-Pacific:

Views of governments and civil society

82


https://asiatimes.com/2023/02/ukraine-war-nudging-cambodia-toward-the-west/
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/03/01/2164154/philippines-condemns-russias-invasion-ukraine-joins-call-end-hostilities
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/03/01/2164154/philippines-condemns-russias-invasion-ukraine-joins-call-end-hostilities
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/11/19/2225023/marcos-calls-russia-ukraine-war-unacceptable
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2022/11/19/2225023/marcos-calls-russia-ukraine-war-unacceptable
https://www.mfa.gov.sg/Newsroom/Press-Statements-Transcripts-and-Photos/2022/02/20220224-Ukraine
https://www.mfa.gov.sg/Newsroom/Press-Statements-Transcripts-and-Photos/2022/02/20220224-Ukraine
https://en.vietnamplus.vn/vietnam-underlines-respect-for-territorial-integrity-in-response-to-ukrainerussia-conflict/239629.vnp
https://en.vietnamplus.vn/vietnam-underlines-respect-for-territorial-integrity-in-response-to-ukrainerussia-conflict/239629.vnp
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/vietnam-calls-on-russia-ukraine-to-cease-hostilities-resume-dialogue-4535466.html
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/vietnam-calls-on-russia-ukraine-to-cease-hostilities-resume-dialogue-4535466.html
https://www.mfa.gov.sg/Newsroom/Press-Statements-Transcripts-and-Photos/2022/03/20220305-sanctions
https://www.mfa.gov.sg/Newsroom/Press-Statements-Transcripts-and-Photos/2022/03/20220305-sanctions
https://ceias.eu/singapore-2020-snap-elections-back-to-the-normal-dominance-of-the-peoples-action-party/
https://ceias.eu/singapore-2020-snap-elections-back-to-the-normal-dominance-of-the-peoples-action-party/
https://www.mfa.gov.sg/Newsroom/Press-Statements-Transcripts-and-Photos/2022/02/20220228-Ministerial-Statement
https://www.mfa.gov.sg/Newsroom/Press-Statements-Transcripts-and-Photos/2022/02/20220228-Ministerial-Statement
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/03/30/full-remarks-of-president-joe-biden-and-singapore-prime-minister-lee.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/03/30/full-remarks-of-president-joe-biden-and-singapore-prime-minister-lee.html
https://fulcrum.sg/the-russia-ukraine-war-parallels-and-lessons-for-vietnam/
https://www.orfonline.org/research/aseans-non-linear-approach-to-the-russia-ukraine-war/
https://www.orfonline.org/research/aseans-non-linear-approach-to-the-russia-ukraine-war/
https://www.mofa.gov.vn/en/tt_baochi/pbnfn/ns220227003221
https://vietnamnet.vn/en/vietnam-raises-great-concern-over-armed-conflict-in-ukraine-818566.html
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/ASYB_2021_All_Final.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/ASYB_2021_All_Final.pdf
https://oec.world/en
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/ISEAS_Perspective_2022_47.pdf
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/ISEAS_Perspective_2022_47.pdf

324

325

326

327

328

329

330

331

332

333

334

335

336

337

338

339

340

341

342

343

344

345

Son, to Minh. ‘Explaining the Vietnamese Public’'s Mixed Responses to the Russia-Ukraine Crisis’. The
Diplomat, 18 March 2022. https://thediplomat.com/2022/03/explaining-the-vietnamese-publics-mixed-
responses-to-the-russia-ukraine-crisis/

Siow, Maria. ‘In war of narratives, where does Southeast Asia stand in Ukraine-Russia conflict?’. The
South China Morning Post, 18 February 2023. https://www.scmp.com/week-
asia/politics/article/3210641/war-narratives-where-does-southeast-asia-stand-ukraine-russia-conflict

Siow. ‘In war of narratives, where does Southeast Asia stand in Ukraine-Russia conflict?’. 2023.

‘The State of Southeast Asia 2023 Survey Report’. ISEAS, 9 February 2023.
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/The-State-of-SEA-2023-Final-Digital-V4-09-Feb-
2023.pdf

‘ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific’. ASEAN, 2020. ASEAN-Outlook-on-the-Indo-
Pacific_LFINAL_22062019.pdf

‘EU-ASEAN Strategic Partnership’. European Union External Action, 1 December 2020.
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/eu-asean-strategic-partnership_en

‘The South China Sea Arbitration (The Republic of Philippines v. The People's Republic of China)’.
Permanent Court of Arbitration. https://pca-cpa.org/en/cases/7/

‘The State of Southeast Asia 2023 Survey Report’. 2023.
Turcsdnyi et al. ‘Public opinion in the Indo-Pacific: Divided on China, cheering for US & EU'. 2020.

Zhang, Tiejung. ‘China Is Not Russia; Taiwan Is Not Ukraine’. The Diplomat, 25 July 2022.
https://thediplomat.com/2022/07/china-is-not-russia-taiwan-is-not-ukraine/

Acharya, Amitav. ‘Culture, Security, Multilateralism: The ‘ASEAN Way’ and Regional Order'. In Culture and
Security (pp. 55-84), 2012. Routledge.

‘The State of Southeast Asia 2023 Survey Report'.

Mochizuki, Mike. ‘Tokyo’s Taiwan Conundrum: What Can Japan Do to Prevent War?'. The Washington
Quarterly, 45(3), pp. 81-107, 2022.
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/0163660X.2022.2127881?journalCode=rwaq20#:~:text
=In%200ther%20words%2C%20Japan%20would,to%20launch%20further%20missile%20attacks.

Heydarian, Richard Javad. ;Bilateral defense deals between Tokyo and Manila could reshape Indo-
Pacific security’. Japan Times, 17 February 2023.
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2023/02/17/commentary/world-commentary/philippines-japan-
relations/

Gerstl. ‘Hedging Strategies in Southeast Asia: ASEAN, Malaysia, the Philippines, and Vietnam and their
Relations with China’. 2022.

Koga, Kei. ‘Quad 3.0: Japan, Indo-Pacific and Minilateralism’. East Asian Policy, 14(01), 20-38, 2022.
https://media.defense.gov/2021/Mar/12/2002599864/-1/-1/0/6-LAKSMANA.PDF/TOC.pdf

Sang-Hun, Choe. ‘In a first, South Korea declares nuclear weapons a policy option.’ Japan Times, 13
January 2023. https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2023/01/13/asia-pacific/south-korea-nuclear-
weapons-policy/

Kuik, Cheng-Chwee. ‘How do weaker states hedge? Unpacking ASEAN states’ alignment behavior
towards China’. Journal of Contemporary China, 25(100), 500-514, 2016.

Heiduk, Felix and Gudrun Wacker. ‘From Asia-Pacific to Indo-Pacific.” SWP Research Paper 2020/RP 09,
1 July 2020. https://www.swp-berlin.org/10.18449/2020RP09/

Wacker, Gudrun. ‘Europe and the Indo-Pacific: comparing France, Germany and the Netherlands'. ARI
29/2021, 9 March 2021. https://media.realinstitutoelcano.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/ari29-
2021-wacker-europe-and-the-indo-pacific-comparing-france-germany-and-the-netherlands.pdf

State of the Union 2021. ‘Questions and Answers: EU Strategy for Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific’.
European Commission, 16 September 2021.
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_21_4709

Kliem, Frederick. ‘'The EU Strategy on Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific: A Meaningful Regional
Complement?’. Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, 2021.
https://www.kas.de/documents/288143/16920728/Panorama+2021_01+Kliem.pdf/177d26b8-bc73-
fbc5-6a48-5e807728e7e6?t=1644999182121

Mixed reactions to the Russian war against Ukraine in the Indo-Pacific:
Views of governments and civil society 83


https://thediplomat.com/2022/03/explaining-the-vietnamese-publics-mixed-responses-to-the-russia-ukraine-crisis/
https://thediplomat.com/2022/03/explaining-the-vietnamese-publics-mixed-responses-to-the-russia-ukraine-crisis/
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3210641/war-narratives-where-does-southeast-asia-stand-ukraine-russia-conflict
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3210641/war-narratives-where-does-southeast-asia-stand-ukraine-russia-conflict
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/The-State-of-SEA-2023-Final-Digital-V4-09-Feb-2023.pdf
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/The-State-of-SEA-2023-Final-Digital-V4-09-Feb-2023.pdf
https://asean.org/asean2020/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/ASEAN-Outlook-on-the-Indo-Pacific_FINAL_22062019.pdf
https://asean.org/asean2020/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/ASEAN-Outlook-on-the-Indo-Pacific_FINAL_22062019.pdf
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/eu-asean-strategic-partnership_en
https://pca-cpa.org/en/cases/7/
https://thediplomat.com/2022/07/china-is-not-russia-taiwan-is-not-ukraine/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2023/02/17/commentary/world-commentary/philippines-japan-relations/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2023/02/17/commentary/world-commentary/philippines-japan-relations/
https://media.defense.gov/2021/Mar/12/2002599864/-1/-1/0/6-LAKSMANA.PDF/TOC.pdf
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2023/01/13/asia-pacific/south-korea-nuclear-weapons-policy/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2023/01/13/asia-pacific/south-korea-nuclear-weapons-policy/
https://www.swp-berlin.org/10.18449/2020RP09/
https://media.realinstitutoelcano.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/ari29-2021-wacker-europe-and-the-indo-pacific-comparing-france-germany-and-the-netherlands.pdf
https://media.realinstitutoelcano.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/ari29-2021-wacker-europe-and-the-indo-pacific-comparing-france-germany-and-the-netherlands.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_21_4709
https://www.kas.de/documents/288143/16920728/Panorama+2021_01+Kliem.pdf/177d26b8-bc73-fbc5-6a48-5e807728e7e6?t=1644999182121
https://www.kas.de/documents/288143/16920728/Panorama+2021_01+Kliem.pdf/177d26b8-bc73-fbc5-6a48-5e807728e7e6?t=1644999182121

346

347

348

349

350

351

352

353

High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy. ‘Joint Communication to the
European Parliament, the European Council and the Council’. European Commission, 12 March 2019.
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52019JC0005&from=EN

Odgaard, Liselotte. ‘Will Europe’s emerging Indo-Pacific presence last?’. East Asia Forum, 17 May 2022.
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2022/05/17/will-europes-emerging-indo-pacific-presence-last/

Cheong, Danson. ‘China’s Party Congress: Beijing will never renounce right to use force over Taiwan, Xi
says’. Asia News Network, 17 October 2022. https://asianews.network/chinas-party-congress-beijing-
will-never-renounce-right-to-use-force-over-taiwan-xi-says/

Simalgik, Matej, Alfred Gerstl, and Dominika Remzova. ‘Beyond the Dumpling Alliance: Tracking
Taiwan'’s relations with Central and Eastern Europe’. CEIAS, March 2023.

The CPTPP is the successor of the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), initiated by President Obama but
canceled by his successor Donald Trump.

‘Global Gateway'. European commission. https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-
2019-2024/stronger-europe-world/global-gateway_en#documents

Panda, Jagannath P. ‘EU's global gateway strategy and building a global consensus vis-a-vis BRI'.
Econstor, Ordnungspolitische Diskurse, No. 2022-10, Ordnungs Politisches Portal (OPO), 2022.
https://www.econstor.eu/bitstream/10419/266145/1/1820680134.pdf

Discussion of the author with Asian and Western diplomats in Singapore and Vietnam, October and
November 2022.

Mixed reactions to the Russian war against Ukraine in the Indo-Pacific:

Views of governments and civil society

84


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52019JC0005&from=EN
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2022/05/17/will-europes-emerging-indo-pacific-presence-last/
https://asianews.network/chinas-party-congress-beijing-will-never-renounce-right-to-use-force-over-taiwan-xi-says/
https://asianews.network/chinas-party-congress-beijing-will-never-renounce-right-to-use-force-over-taiwan-xi-says/
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/stronger-europe-world/global-gateway_en#documents
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/stronger-europe-world/global-gateway_en#documents
https://www.econstor.eu/bitstream/10419/266145/1/1820680134.pdf

Authors

Alfred Gerstl is President of CEIAS and head of the EU-funded Twinning project “The EU in the volatile
Indo-Pacific region” (EUVIP; HORIZON-WIDERA-2021-ACCESS-03; grant no. 101079069), conducted at
Palacky University Olomouc (Czech Republic). His research focuses on international relations and
security in the Indo-Pacific, ASEAN, hedging strategies, and the impacts of China’s Belt and Road
Initiative on Asia and Europe.

e gerstl@ceias.eu Q @AlfredGerstl

Valentin Hoffmann is a Research Assistant at CEIAS and a MA student in the University of Vienna's
East Asian Economy and Society program. His interests lie in East Asia’s security architecture, nuclear
deterrence and national identities.

e valentinhoffmann.pro@gmail.com

Lucia Husenicova is a Member of the Board at CEIAS and Associate Professor at the Department of
Security Studies, University of Matej Bel in Banska Bystrica, Slovakia.

9 husenicova@ceias.eu Q @husenicova

Omar Rasya Joenoes is a PhD student at the Department of Political Science at the University of Vienna.
He was a full-time lecturer in Indonesia and is interning at CEIAS. His research interests include the
International Relations of Indonesia, Taiwan, China, the US and the EU.

9 a12043471@unet.univie.ac.at

Olga Khomenko is a historian and Japanologist. She holds a PhD in Area Studies, specifically on the
history of Japan, from the University of Tokyo (2005), a PhD in world history from the Ukrainian
Academy of Science (2013). From 2018 to 2020, she was a Fulbright Visiting Scholar at Harvard
University, USA, at the Ukrainian Research Institute and Davis Center. Her research interests include
transnational history and the history of Ukraine-Japan relations. She is author of “Ukrainians who
crossed the borders” and “With love from Ukraine” (both Gunzosha, Tokyo, 2022 and 2014, both in
Japanese) and “The Far Eastern Odyssey of Ivan Svit” (Laurus, Kyiv, 2021, in Ukrainian). Olga also holds
appointments at University of Vienna, Keio University, National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies
(GRIPS), and the Nissan Institute of the University of Oxford.

e okhomenkojp@gmail.com

Mixed reactions to the Russian war against Ukraine in the Indo-Pacific:
Views of governments and civil society 85



Vladimira Lickova holds master’s degrees in Security Studies, and International Relations & Energy
Security from Matej Bel University in Banska Bystrica and Masaryk University in Brno, respectively. She
has taken part in a long-term internship at the Slovak Embassy in New Delhi, and at the Ministry of
Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic. Her research interests are in energy security, and
relations in South Asia, especially India. She is a part of the team behind the CEIAS-led EU-Taiwan
Tracker and works as an Energy Consultant in Bratislava.

e lickova@ceias.eu

Martin Mandl is an East Asia specialist with a focus on Taiwan. He is a junior researcher at CEIAS and
a university lecturer at the University of Vienna. As a passionate cook and former hospitality manager,
his research interests also include the culinary culture of East Asia, the role of food in the building of
national and regional identity, and as a means of public diplomacy. He has recently published on Sino-
Austrian academic exchange, Taiwan-Austria relations, Taiwan’s Gastrodiplomacy, and Bubble Tea.

e martin.mandl@univie.ac.at

Nick Nieschalke is a Research Assistant at CEIAS and is currently pursuing his MA in East Asian
Economy and Society at the University of Vienna. His primary research interest lies in the Sino-American
power rivalry playing out in Southeast Asia and the role of ASEAN therein.

9 a12010498@unet.univie.ac.at ® onickn_vE

Aneta Roth is a graduate of East Asian Studies from the University of Groningen. She is a Research
Assistant at the Central European Institute of Asian Studies (CEIAS), where she focuses mainly on
South Korea's foreign affairs, politics and political economy.

9 rothova@ceias.eu

Matej Simaléik is the CEIAS executive director. His research looks at China’s economic and political
presence and influence in Central Europe, elite relations, corrosive capital, and the role of European
legal instruments in mitigating risks posed by China. He has a background in Law and International
Relations. In 2021, he was listed on the Forbes 30 Under 30 list (Slovak edition). He is also a member
of the Expert Pool at the European Center of Excellence for Countering Hybrid Threats (Hybrid CoE) and
a country reporter at the CELIS Institute, a think tank focused on investment and economic law.

e simalcik@ceias.eu g @MatejSimalcik

Mixed reactions to the Russian war against Ukraine in the Indo-Pacific:
Views of governments and civil society 86


mailto:lickova@ceias.eu
mailto:a12010498@unet.univie.ac.at

About CEIAS

Central European Institute of Asian Studies (CEIAS) is a transnational think tank headquartered in
Bratislava, Slovakia and with regional presence in Czechia, Austria, Poland, Taiwan, Hong Kong and
beyond.

The main goal of CEIAS is to spread knowledge about Asia among scholars and experts in Central
Europe and beyond, while also informing the public about Central European activities in Asia.

To this end, CEIAS conducts and publishes its research, organizes public seminars and conferences,
supports education on Asian topics, and communicates with the local, regional, and international
media.

CEIAS activities focus mainly on international relations and security studies in East, Southeast, South,

and Central Asia. CEIAS cooperates with a number of experts and similar organizations in the region
and beyond.

Connect with us online

https://www.facebook.com/CEIASeu

https://twitter.com/CEIAS eu

https://www.instagram.com/ceias_eu

https://www.linkedin.com/company/ceias-eu

https://www.ceias.eu

office@ceias.eu

006®00Q

Mixed reactions to the Russian war against Ukraine in the Indo-Pacific:
Views of governments and civil society 87


https://www.facebook.com/CEIASeu/
https://twitter.com/CEIAS_eu
https://www.instagram.com/ceias_eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ceias-eu/
https://www.ceias.eu/
mailto:office@ceias.eu

Mixed reactions to the Russian war against Ukraine in the Indo-Pacific:
Views of governments and civil society

Editors: Alfred Gerstl, Matej Simaléik

Authors: Alfred Gerstl, Valentin Hoffmann, Lucia Husenicovd, Omar Rasya Joenoes,
Olga Khomenko, Vladimira Li¢kova, Martin Mandl, Nick Nieschalke,
Aneta Roth, Matej Simaléik

Design: Matej Simal&ik

Cite as: Gerstl, Alfred and Matej Simalgik (eds.). Mixed reactions to the Russian war against
Ukraine in the Indo-Pacific: Views of governments and civil society. CEIAS, March 2023.

Published by:
Central European Institute of Asian Studies
MurgaSova 2, 811 04 Bratislava, Slovakia

www.ceias.eu
office@ceias.eu

All rights reserved.
© Authors

© Central European Institute of Asian Studies, 2023

Preparation of this report was supported by a grant from Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung.

ISBN 978-80-8239-016-5



= CEIAS

Spreading knowledge about Asia

WWwWWw.ceias.eu


http://www.ceias.eu/

